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WINTER FIELD REPORT, December 2005 to February 2006 


Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, lA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 


INTRODUCTION 

The traditional mid-summer and midwinter “windows” wherein migrants were 
rarely detected have closed markedly in the last few years. The midwinter window is 
closing; where it once was around 20 Dec-20 Feb it is now more like 5 Jan-10 Feb. 
Many waterfowl were found in midwinter this season, and migrants such as Blue¬ 
winged Teal and Sandhill Crane appeared very early this spring. Similarly early were 
Turkey Vulture and Lincoln’s Sparrow. In light of waterbirds lingering late in fall, 
markedly lower numbers of Western Grebes were a surprise. 

Exotics were widely-reported; one. Pink-footed Goose, could possibly be a 
vagrant wild bird, while Egyptian Geese are certainly escaped or released captives. 
The possibility that releases of Chukars by hunters could lead to establishment of 
breeding populations in drier parts of western Nebraska exists; observers should 
report any occurrences of this species. 

Species exhibiting various noteworthy behaviors or distributions include 
Franklin’s Gull, Black-capped Chickadee, White-breasted Nuthatch, Varied Thrush, 
and Curve-billed Thrasher; check the species accounts. 

Rarities were few, but included Harlequin Duck and Inca Dove. 


ABBREVIATIONS 

ADF: Arbor Day Farm, Nebraska City; 

BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co; 

CBC: Christmas Bird Count; 

Cem: Cemetery; 

FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co; 

GPD: Gavins Point Dam, Cedar-Knox Cos; 
HCR: Harlan Co Res, Harlan Co; 

LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co; 

LO; L Ogallala, Keith Co; 
m.ob.: many observers; 

NC: Nature Center; 

NWR: National Wildlife Refuge; 

PL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co; 

Res: Reservoir; 

RWB: Rainwater Basin, south-central Nebraska; 
SCP: Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co; 

SHP: State Historical Park; 

SL: Sewage Lagoon(s); 

SP: State Park; 
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SRA: State Recreation Area; 

WMA: Wildlife Management Area; 

WSR: Wind Springs Ranch, Sioux Co. 

GAZETTEER 

DeSoto N WR: Washington Co; 

Harvard Marsh: Clay Co; 

Ponca SP: Dixon Co; 

Sutherland Res: Lincoln Co; 

Wildcat Hills: Scotts Bluff-Banner Cos. 

OBSERVERS 

AK; Alice Kenitz, Gering; 

BB: Bob Barry, Missouri Valley, lA; 

BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City; 

BG: Betty Grenon, Bellevue; 

B&DW: Bruce & Donna Walgren, Casper, WY; 
B&LP: Babs & Loren Padelford, Bellevue; 

CG: Carlos Grande, Geneva y Espafta; 

CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue; 

CT; Chris Thody, Denton; 

DH: Dave Heidt, Norfolk; 

DS: Duane Sifferling, David City; 

DW: Duane Wolff, Norfolk; 

D&CN: Don and Colleen Noecker, Albion; 
D&JP: Don & Jan Paseka, Ames; 

EB: Elliott Bedows, Bellevue; 

EV: Eric Volden, Grand Island; 

GW: Gabe Wilson, Ogallala; 

G&WH: Glen & Wanda Hoge, Alma; 

HKH: Helen K. Hughson, Mitchell; 

JC: John Cecil, Des Moines, lA; 

JED: James E. Ducey, Omaha; 

JG: Joe Gubanyi, Seward; 

JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln; 

JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield; 

JM: John Murphy, Kearney; 

JSt: Jon Strong, Omaha; 

JT: Jerry Toll, Omaha; 

KCR: Kathleen Crawford-Rose, Bellevue; 

KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell; 

KH: Kris Hammond, Bellevue; 

KK: Ken Kranik, Sterling, CO; 

KS; Kent Skaggs, Kearney; 

LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln; 

LR: Lanny Randolph, Gibbon; 

L&CF: Laurence & Carol Falk, Nebraska City; 
MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton; 

PD: Paul Dunbar, Hastings; 

PR: Paul Roisen, Sioux City, lA; 
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PS: Phil Swanson, Omaha; 

P&DD: Phyllis & Dean Drawbaugh, Scottsbluff; 
RD: Roger Dietrich, Yankton, SD; 

RE: Rick Eades, Lincoln; 

RH: Robin Harding, Gibbon; 

RSg: Ruben Siegfried, Scottsbluff; 

SJD: Stephen J. Dinsmore, Ames, lA; 

SV: Steve Van Sickle, Yankton, SD; 

TD: Tom Dougherty, Bellevue; 

TJW: TJ. Walker, Brady; 

WF: William Flack, Madison; 

WM: Wayne Mollhoff, Ashland; 

WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, lA, 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Pink-footed Goose: One at Harvard Marsh 30 Jan raised the usual questions of 
provenance (PD, photos). Neck collar numbers have been obtained for 
some of the accompanying 50,000-80,000 Snow Geese and might provide 
interesting information. This species breeds in Greenland and there are 
accepted records for Newfoundland and Quebec and doubtful reports from 
New York and Massachusetts. Nebraska is more likely to get vagrant 
waterfowl from Asia than Europe. 

Greater White-fronted Goose: Unusual numbers lingered at prime waterfowl 
locations into Jan, with as many as 60 at Harvard Marsh 9 Jan (PD) and 
112 near Lexington 3 Jan (SJD,JC). Next reported were 7 in Thayer Co 4 
Feb (LR,RH), and by 28 Feb 10,000 had arrived at Harvard Marsh (RE). 
Rare in the Panhandle in midwinter, one was in Scotts Bluff Co 13 Feb 
(KD), and close to the Panhandle, numbers peaked at 24 on 2 Jan in the 
LM area (SJD). 

Snow Goose: Good numbers were reported through the period, with 5000 at 
Johnson L, Gosper and Dawson Cos, 3 Jan (SJD,JC), 5000 flying over 
Harvard Marsh 9 Jan (PD), an amazing 50,000 on the ground there 29 Jan 
(JGJ,PD), 16,000 in Thayer Co 4 Feb (LR,RH) and 16,000+ eastward to 
BOL 26 Feb (LE). Numbers at Harvard Marsh increased to 200,000 on 28 
Feb (RE), and peak count in Dawson Co was 138,000 on 25 Feb (SJD). 
Flocks in the Panhandle generally consist of white birds, but recently more 
blues have appeared; one flock on 27 Feb had 10-15% blues (KD). A white 
bird with a neck collar at Scotts Bluff SL 27 Feb was from Queen Maud in 
the central Canadian Arctic (KD). 

RossN Goose: The 62 at Harvard Marsh were a bit early 31 Jan, no doubt having 
arrived with the large group of Snows there (PD); more timely, and typical 
of the larger numbers in recent years, were the “low hundreds” around North 
Platte 27 Feb (TJW). 

Cackling Goose: Excellent counts for late fall were 1200 on the LM CBC 2 Jan 
(fide SJD), 1400 there the next day (SJD), and 700 in Hall Co 7 Jan (PD). 
Few were reported in midwinter; one in Lancaster Co 22 Jan (WF) was the 
only report between 11 Jan and 6 Feb. 

Canada Goose: Best counts were on CBCs: 18,800 at LM on 2 Jan (fide SJD) and 
14,644 at Scottsbluff 17 Dec (fide AK). A group of 200 identified as 
interior was found at Fremont 17 Feb (JSt); this eastern subspecies 
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apparently barely reaches e. Nebraska during migrations. A hybrid with 
Snow Goose was at LO 26 Feb (SJD). 

Trumpeter Swan; About 40 were reported; best counts were the 11 on the LM 
CBC 2 Jan (fide SJD) and 8 in McPherson Co 21 Feb (WF). Pairs were on 
3 territories along Highway 20 in Grant Co by 7 Feb (WM). 

Tundra Swan: A rare migrant especially westward, a juvenile was at Sutherland 
Res 3 Jan (SJD,JC; photo). 

Egyptian Goose: One with Canada Geese on a sandbar near Ponca SP 1 Jan (JJ) 
would appear to be an escaped or released bird. 

Wood Duck; Rare in midwinter, 2 were at Bridgeport 9 Jan (KK), another was in 
Jefferson Co 11 Jan (RE), and one was at DeSoto NWR 9 Feb (BB). 

Gad wall: Routine reports. 

American Wigeon: A single at Harvard Marsh 9 Jan (PD) was rather late at a 
location where wintering does not usually occur. In recent years, several 
have wintered in Scotts Bluff Co; 50 were there 26 Jan (RSg). Very early 
migrants were 3 in Dixon Co 4 Feb (BFH) and 8 in Pierce Co 6-10 Feb 
(WF,JJ). 

American Black Duck: Rarely reported in recent years, one was found, 
surprisingly, away from the Missouri Valley: a male at Harvard Marsh 9 
Jan (PD). 

Mallard; Best counts were from CBCs: 19,500 at LM 2 Jan (fide SJD) and 12,826 
at Scottsbluff 17 Dec (fide AK). Another 20,000 were at Sutherland Res 25 
Feb (SJD). 

Blue-winged Teal: One in Lancaster Co 24 Feb (RE) was record early by 4 days. 

Northern Shoveler: Two at North Platte SL 6 Jan (TJW) were rather late, although 
a few winter in the North Platte Valley most years. Rather early were 2 at 
Willow Creek Res, Pierce Co, 10 Feb (JJ). In recent years a few have 
wintered on the Alma SL; this year 10 were there 15-25 Jan (G&WH). 

Northern Pintail; A good midwinter count was 50 near Alliance 22 Jan (KK); 
usually only single-digit numbers of birds m*e found with Mallards at that 
time. Another good count of early migrants was 300 in Thayer Co 4 Feb 
(LR,RH). 

Green-winged Teal: An excellent late tally was the 103 at LM 1 Jan (SJD); 96 were 
found on the LM CBC the next day (fide SJD). This species often over¬ 
winters in small numbers. 

Canvasback: Midwinter reports are few; one was in Lancaster Co 21 Jan (WF), 
another was in Dodge Co the same day (D&JP), and 9 were in Lancaster 
Co 29 Jan (JGJ,LE). As with shovelers, a few have appeared at Alma in 
midwinter recently, this year there were 18 on 3 Feb (G&WH). 

Redhead: As with other ducks this winter, a few appeared in late Jan and early Feb 
after an absence of about 3 weeks; one was in Butler Co 31 Jan (WF), 12 
were rather early at Alma SL 3 Feb (G&WH), one was in Colfax Co 4 Feb 
(WF), and 30 had arrived in Scotts Bluff Co by 6 Feb (KD). 

Ring-necked Duck: Unusual in midwinter were one at Alma SL 14 Jan (G&WH), 4 
in Dodge Co 21 Jan (D&JP), 12 in Lincoln 29 Jan (LE), and one at 
Harvard Marsh 31 Jan (PD). Rather early migrants were the 2 males in 
Dixon Co 4 Feb (BFH) and 67 at Chilibaba Ponds, Scotts Bluff Co, 6 Feb 
(KD). The latter must be a favored spot, as 120 lingered there as late as 30 
Dec (P&DD). 

Greater Scaup: Rather late were 15 on the LM CBC 2 Jan (fide SJD). Wintering 
has occurred at that location, as well as Scottsbluff SL, where 10 were 
found 30 Jan (AK) and 13 Feb (KD). Early were 4 in Burt Co 15 Feb (JSt). 
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Lesser Scaup: The only midwinter reports were of one at Alma SL 15 Jan 
(G&WH), 3 at Scottsbluff SL 30 Jan (AK), and one in Stanton Co 3 Feb 
(WF). 

Harlequin Duck: A "yearling" male was found at the GPD inlet from Lewis and 
Clark L, Cedar Co, 27 Feb (SV; fide RD). [This bird, seen by many, was 
still present 26 Mar.] This is only the 4th documented record for the state. 

Long-tailed Duck: After only a single report this past fall, 3 (possibly 4) were 
found this winter. An adult male at Alma SL 1 Jan (G&WH) and a male at 
HCR 4 Feb (KS,JM) may have been the same bird. A single was at 
Scottsbluff SL 30 Jan-6 Feb (AK,KD) and a juv. male was at LO 26 Feb 
(SJD). This species is only casual in occurrence Jan-Feb away from Keith 
and Lincoln Cos. 

Bufflehead: Rather early were 2 at BOL 12 Feb (JGJ) and one in Madison Co the 
same day (W^F). Three at Scottsbluff SL 30 Jan (AK) and one at Alma SL 3 
Feb (G& WH) were unusual for midwinter. 

Common Goldeneye: A good midwinter count was the 420 at L Minatare, Scotts 
Bluff Co, 29 Jan (KD). Fall and spring peaks at LO were 900 on 1 Jan and 
1032 on 26 Feb (SJD). 

Barrow’s Goldeneye: None were reported; this has been a regular winter visitor 
recently in the North Platte Valley. 

Hooded Merganser: Still rare in midwinter westward, 2 were in Scotts Bluff Co 6 
Feb (KD); the 16 present 1-3 Jan at LM (SJD) were a good count for that 
location and date. 

Common Merganser: Best count was 6545 on the LM CBC 2 Jan (fide SJD); up to 
15,000 were in the LM area 1-3 Jan (SJD). 

Red-breasted Merganser: Rather late were 6 on the LM CBC 2 Jan (fide SJD), 
although a few probably winter there with the hordes of Commons, and 
rather early were one at HCR 5 Feb (G&WH) and 3 at DeSoto NWR 15 
Feb (BB). 

Ruddy Duck: Rather late were one on the Calamus Res CBC 31 Dec (fide DH), 2 
on the DeSoto NWR CBC 31 Dec (fide JT), and 5 on the LM CBC 2 Jan 
(SJD). 

Chukar: One was found in Scotts Bluff Co 17 Dec (fide AK); this is likely a 
released bird, as there are no known established populations in the state. 

Gray Partridge: The small population continues at WSR, where a “small flock” 
was seen 26 Feb (HKH). 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Good counts were 168 on the Norfolk CBC 17 Dec (fide 
DW) and 150 in Dixon Co 2 Dec (JJ). 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Routine reports. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: Easternmost were 3 flyovers in Dixon Co 10 Dec (BFH) 
and 2 flyovers there 4 Feb (BFH). 

Wild Turkey: A good count was the 371 on the DeSoto NWR CBC 31 Dec (fide 
JT), and 355 were counted there 11 Jan (BB). 

Northern Bobwhite: While a new low count of 2 was set for the Seward-BOL CBC 
on 17 Dec (fide JG), and none were found in Lancaster Co for the period 
(LE), numbers in the North Platte Valley continue to be good, with 13 on 
the LM CBC 2 Jan (fide SJD) and 4 near Mitchell 9 Feb (KD). 

Pied-billed Grebe: One during count week on the 17 Dec Norfolk CBC was rather 
late (fide DW). 

Horned Grebe: The only report was of one rather late on the LM CBC 2 Jan (SJD). 
There are a few midwinter reports. 
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Western Grebe: A Dec cold snap markedly reduced numbers at LM this fall; only 
one could be found 1 Jan (SJD) and the species was missed for the first 
time in 15 years on the CBC the next day. 

American White Pelican: Wintering birds were found only at expected locations: 
one was at LO (SJD,WF) and 3-4 were at Sutherland Res (SJD,JC,WF). 
Early arrivals were 8 at HCR 27 Feb (G&WH), the 5th Feb arrival date for 
that location in recent years. 

Double-crested Cormorant: A small number have attempted to winter at Sutherland 
Res in recent years; 3 were there 3 Jan (SJD,JC), but only one remained 21 
Feb (WF). 

Great Blue Heron: Birds were standing on nests at Sutherland Res by 26 Feb 
(SJD); earliest nest-building is 14 Mar {Birds of Nebraska). 

Turkey Vulture: Tying the second-earliest arrival date was one at Brownville 26 
Feb (RE); Feb 25 is earliest. A reliable but secondhand report was received 
of one remarkably early in Washington Co 17 Feb (fide JT). 

Bald Eagle: An excellent count was the 172 on the LM CBC 2 Jan (SJD), and peak 
was a few days later at 237 (GW, fide SJD); this is perhaps not surprising 
considering the 40,000 or so waterfowl also present! A pair was tending the 
nest at DeSoto NWR by 20 Feb (BB). 

Northern Harrier: Given suitable conditions, harriers can occur in significant 
concentrations, such as the 56 at LM 25 Feb (SJD); 37 were in the same 
area 4 Jan (SJD,JC). 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Anew Seward-BOL CBC high count was an excellent 11, 
on 17 Dec (fide JG); DeSoto NWR CBC 31 Dec reported 6 (fide JT), also a 
good count. 

Cooper’s Hawk: Routine reports. 

Northern Goshawk: Four were reported, a typical winter tally: one on the Norfolk 
CBC 17 Dec (fide DW), an immature at Bellevue 26 Dec (TD), one on the 
Beaver Valley CBC 2 Jan (D&JP, fide D&CN), and one near North Platte 
28 Feb (TJW). 

Red-shouldered Hawk: One of few reports away from FF was a well-studied 
immature at PL 2 Jan (LE). 

Red-tailed Hawk: Six pairs were noted at breeding sites 27 Feb in the North Platte 
area (TJW); this is about on schedule for this species. 

Ferruginous Hawk: Easternmost was one in Harlan Co 1 Jan (G&WH), where not 
unexpected in winter. 

Rough-legged Hawk: An excellent CBC count was the 15 at Ponca SP 30 Dec 
(fide BFH). 

Golden Eagle: Easternmost were an imm. in Dakota Co 10-11 Dec (BFH,PR) and 
another (or the same?) imm. on the Ponca SP CBC 30 Dec (fide BFH). 
This species is only casual this far east. 

American Kestrel: Routine reports. 

Merlin: Best CBC tally was the 4 on the Norfolk CBC 17 Dec (fide DW). 

Prairie Falcon; Six were noted from cen. Nebraska eastward, including the second 
sighting in 13 years on the Seward-BOL CBC 17 Dec (fide JG) and one in 
Dodge Co 8 Dec (D&JP). 

Virginia Rail: Two were found along the Niobrara River 10 Jan (JED), further 
confirming a wintering population there. Wintering in the North Platte 
Valley is well-known; 2 were on the LM CBC 2 Jan (SJD) and 5 at Clear 
Creek Marshes, Garden Co, 3 Jan (SJD). 

American Coot: Routine reports. 



10 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vol. 74 No. 1 


Sandhill Crane: First migrants often arrive in late Jan, with numbers present by 
mid-Feb; this year, “thousands” were along the cen. Platte River by 9 Feb 
(CG). Flowever, reports for early Jan are few; thus surprising were 24 near 
Alda 7 Jan (PD) and 12 flying over Lincoln Co 8 Jan (TJW). 

Killdeer: The only Jan reports were from a known wintering location: 9 were found 
on the LM CBC 2 Jan (SJD) and a single was there the next day (SJD,JC). 

Wilson’s Snipe: Best CBC tally was the 4 at LM 2 Jan (fide SJD). 

Franklin’s Gull: Another example of the odd phenomenon of altemate-plumaged 
adult Franklin’s Gulls turning up in interior states in midwinter in recent 
years was one at Sutherland Res 3 Jan (SJD,JC). Of 15 similar reports for 
Nebraska, all but 2 occurred since 1988. Another appeared rather early at 
BOL 26 Feb (LE). 

Bonaparte’s Gull: The only report was of 1-3 rather late at LM 1-3 Jan (SJD,JC). 
This is only the 7th Jan record, most from LM. 

Ring-billed Gull; Best counts were 1430 on the LM CBC 2 Jan (fide SJD) and 
1000 at HCR 14 Jan (G&WH). 

California Gull: The only report was from LM, where 3-4 were found 1-2 Jan (fide 
SJD), fewer than usual. 

Herring Gull: The 415 on the LM CBC 21 Jan (fide SJD) was an excellent total for 
Jan; peak at LM was 653 on 26 Feb (SJD). 

Thayer’s Gull: The only reports were from LM, where 5 were found on the CBC 
there 2 Jan (fide SJD), with 2 present 1 and 3 Jan (SJD,JC). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: Three different birds were at LM 31 Dec-3 Jan, 
including first and second basic individuals and an adult (SJD). The 3 Jan 
date is the latest for this species in Nebraska; it has not yet been reported 
wintering. A first winter bird appeared at BOL 26 Feb (LE); there are now 
some 30 spring records. 

Glaucous Gull: Two juveniles and a second-year bird were at LM 31 Dec-3 Jan, all 
found for the CBC there 2 Jan (fide SJD); 3 birds were still there 18 Feb 
(SJD). The only other report was of a juvenile at Sutherland Res 25 Feb 
(SJD). 

Great black-backed Gull: This species is becoming a regular frequenter of LM; 
this season 2 were found. A second basic bird was there 31 Dec-2 Jan (SJD) 
and an adult appeared 26 Feb (SJD; photo). These are the 16th and 17th 
records for the state. 

Black-legged Kittiwake: A first winter bird was rather late at GPD 6 Dec (MB); 
most records are in Nov. 

Rock Pigeon: An apparent all-time CBC high for Nebraska was the 1286 on the 
Lincoln CBC 18 Dec (fide RE). 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: Best count was the Scottsbluff CBC high of 50 on 17 
Dec (fide AK). Other good counts were the 35 in Dorchester 12 Feb (LE), 
29 all in one tree near Nebraska City 1 Jan (L&CF) and 29 on the Calamus 
CBC 31 Dec (fide DH). New county records were provided by 4 in 
Jefferson Co 28 Dec (MB), one in Sherman Co 1 Jan (WF) and 7 in 
Pawnee Co 25 Jan (WF). There are now only two counties without records: 
Loup and Keya Paha (then I can stop writing about this species!). 

White-winged Dove: A count first was one on the Scottsbluff CBC 17 Dec 
(LR,RH,fide AK). This is only the second Dec record; there is one for Feb 
and none for Jan. Overall, this is the 43rd record for the state, all since 
1988. 

Mourning Dove: Midwinter sightings are rare away from the southeast, although a 
few may winter in the North Platte Valley, where 2 were found on the LM 
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CBC 2 Jan (fide SJD) and 10 in Scotts Bluff Co 4 Jan (AK). Casual 
elsewhere in the Panhandle after Oct, only the 7th such record was of one 
on the Crawford CBC 31 Dec (fide B&DW). 

Inca Dove: One that had been present since late Nov 2005 in a Sarpy Co yard was 
fortuitously made known (fide CNK) and seen by many on 26 Feb and 
subsequently. This is the 5th record for Nebraska, all in fall and winter, and 
usually at feeders. 

Barn Owl: A persistent call heard in Jan along the Niobrara River was attributed to 
this species after comparison to tapes (JED); this species is very rare in 
winter, with only 6 reports since 1980 statewide, one of these fi'om the 
South Sioux City area but none from the northcentral or northwest. 

Eastern Screech-Owl; Routine reports. 

Great Horned Owl: One was on a nest at HCR 27 Feb (G&WH), about on time. 

Snowy Owl; Three were reported, about an average tally for a winter season: an 
adult male near David City 21 Dec (DS), a juv. male at LM 1 Jan (SJD), 
and another single near Kearney 30 Dec (fide KS). 

Barred Owl: Westernmost were singles at Ponca SP 30 Dec (BFH), on the Norfolk 
CBC 17 Dec (WF, fide DW), in Platte Co 22 Dec (WF), and near Seward 

12 Feb (LR,RH). 

Long-eared Owl: Best CBC count was 9 on the Seward-BOL CBC 17 Dec (fide 
JG). In all, 23 were reported from Grand Island eastward. 

Short-eared Owl: Of 14 reported, a surprising 11 were counted at one location at 
dusk over brushy flats at LM 25 Feb (SJD). A large number of Northern 
Flarriers were at the same location earlier in the evening. 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: One was found on the Grand Island CBC 17 Dec (fide 
EV), and an intriguing, but unverified, report was of one heard calling in 
cedar canyons in se. Lincoln Co 10 Feb (fide TJW). 

Belted Kingfisher: Routine reports. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: A few winter rarely northward in the Missouri Valley; 
this winter an adult and an imm. remained at Ponca SP through the period 
(BFH), and 2 in Dakota Co 22 Feb (D&JP) probably wintered in the area 
also. Unexpected were 5 in Nance Co 29 Jan (LR,RH); this is one of only 
10 midwinter records away from the southeast and Missouri River Valley. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: Numbers continue to increase in the North Platte Valley; 

13 were counted on the LM CBC 2 Jan (fide SJD). 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: A few winter in extreme se. Nebraska most years, where 
about 8 were reported during the period (m. ob.), but one in Frontier Co 22 
Feb (WF) was westerly. 

Downy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Hairy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Northern Flicker: Easterly red-shafted flickers were reported from the Missouri 
Valley in good numbers, a total of 11, more than usual 
(BFH,JG,B&LP,JT). 

Pileated Woodpecker: Two sightings came from a new Haworth Park, Bellevue, 
trail adjacent to the south edge of FF 11 Dec (CNK) and 27 Feb (B&LP). 
Two were reported on the Omaha CBC (fide BG). 

Northern Shrike: Good numbers were reported, including 7 on the Calamus-Loup 
CBC 31 Dec (fide DH) and 4 on the Seward-BOL CBC 17 Dec (fide JG). 
In late Dec and early Jan, 10 were tallied in cen. Nebraska, including 5 in 
Keith Co (SJD). 

Loggerhead Shrike: One was reported on the Grand Island CBC 17 Dec without 
details; this species is rare after Nov away from extreme se. Nebraska. 
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Blue Jay: Routine reports. 

Pinyon Jay: None were reported; usually flocks are encountered on the Pine Ridge 
in winter. 

Clark’s Nutcracker: None were reported; apparently the recent influx during winter 
2004-2005 has dissipated. 

Black-billed Magpie: Although seemingly absent in Harlan Co (G&WH), reports 
were received of 1-2 birds eastward to Ponca SP 30 Dec (BFH), Stanton Co 
7 Dec (WF), Lancaster Co 17 Dec (fide JG) and 5 Jan (CT), and Jefferson 
Co 26 Jan (WF), There is some movement in winter most years s. and e. of 
the breeding range. 

American Crow: Best counts were 2671 on the Calamus-Loup CBC 31 Dec (fide 
DH), where count highs have been in the 9000+ range, and 1200 at Harvard 
Marsh 28 Feb (PD). The 3 found on the Scottsbluff CBC 17 Dec was the 
lowest count there since 1968 (fide AK). 

Horned Lark: “Thousands” were in Box Butte Co 19 Feb (WF). 

Black-capped Chickadee: Reduced numbers (and the debate as to cause) continue, 
most notably in areas of southern Nebraska from Lancaster Co west as far 
as Scotts Bluff Co (m. ob.). Timing of the rapid drop in numbers that 
occurred around 2002-2003 coincided with the arrival of West Nile Virus, 
providing circumstantial evidence for a cause. Nick Komar points out, 
however, that the connection, while likely, may indeed be coincidental and 
that proof can be difficult to establish. Complicating the Nebraska picture 
are the high CBC numbers that have continued in the Missouri River 
Valley, possibly due to birds moving in during winter from elsewhere 
(banding studies by Betty Grenon emd Rick Schmid) or some degree of 
immunity in southeastern birds that might have been previously exposed to 
West Nile Virus, as suggested by Tom Labedz. Furthermore, different 
parts of the state may have different species of mosquitos adapted to 
different habitats (riparian, woodland, prairie, etc.) that may have different 
propensities for carrying viruses, as noted by Tony Leukering and T.J. 
Walker. T.J. Walker notes also that chickadee numbers have been stable in 
the dry loess canyons of se. Lincoln Co, where one might assume 
mosquitos to be scarce. 

Tufted Titmouse: Routine reports. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Routine reports. 

White-breasted Nuthatch: A clear-cut difference in habitat use by different 
subspecies was noted in nw. Nebraska: 6 individuals belonging to the 
western subspecies nelsoni on the Harrison-Sioux Co CBC 1 Jan were all 
found in pines while 24 found on the Crawford CBC were all of the eastern 
subspecies cookei and were found in deciduous trees (EB). 

Pygmy Nuthatch: High numbers were detected on two nw. Nebraska CBCs: 104 at 
Harrison-Sioux Co 1 Jan (fide EB) and 27 at Crawford 31 Dec (fide 
B&DW). 

Brown Creeper: An excellent CBC count was the 19 at Lincoln 18 Dec (fide RE). 

Carolina Wren: All reports were from the southeast except for one along the eastern 
Niobrara River Valley 10 Jan (JED). This and a Dec record for Scotts Bluff 
Co are the northwestern-most winter sightings to date. 

Winter Wren: Following last year’s discovery of several wintering along the 
Niobrara River, 2 were found again this year 10 Jan (JED). Other reports 
were in Dec, including one on the Norfolk CBC 17 Dec (DW), one on the 
Ponca SP CBC 30 Dec (fide BFH), and another that spent its time around 
a cattle waterer and some hay bales in Dodge Co 10-21 Dec (D&JP). 
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Marsh Wren: At known wintering locations, 2 were found on the LM CBC 2 Jan 
(fide SJD) and one at Scottsbluff 17 Dec (fide AK), but 2 on the Calamus- 
Loup CBC 31 Dec (fide DH,WF) were unexpected. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Rather late for the locations were one in Dakota Co 25 
Jan (BFH), one on the Beaver Valley CBC 2 Jan (fide D&CN), and one on 
the LM CBC 2 Jan (fide SJD). A good count was 34 on the Lincoln CBC 
18 Dec (fide RE), and 2 on the Scottsbluff CBC 17 Dec were the first on 
the count since 1993 (fide AK). 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: One in a Scottsbluff yard 1 Jan-13 Feb (P&DD) was only 
the 7th Panhandle winter record, five of which are from Scotts Bluff Co. 

Eastern Bluebird: Good numbers lingered in the Missouri River Valley well into 
Dec; a new count high was the 95 on the DeSoto NWR CBC 31 Dec (fide 
JT) and 21 were found on the Ponca SP CBC 30 Dec (fide BFH). 

Mountain Bluebird: Apart from one on the LM CBC 2 Jan (fide SJD), reports 
were of migrants returning on time: 6 were at WSR 26 Feb (HKH), one 
arrived at Wildcat Hills NC, Scotts Bluff Co, the same day (AK), and 2 
were in Banner Co 27 Feb (WF). 

Townsend’s Solitaire: An excellent count was 157 on the LM CBC 2 Jan (fide 
SJD). 

Hermit Thrush: Two reports of apparently 3 birds were suggestive of wintering: 
one was in a Bellevue yard 6 Feb (fide KCR), and another photographed at 
Schramm SP, Sarpy Co, 4 Feb was likely a different bird from one seen on 
a trail at about the same time (KH). Nine others were reported through 29 
Dec, including a surprising 5 on the Lincoln CBC 18 Dec (fide RE). 

American Robin: Routine reports. 

Varied Thrush: Two were reported, which, along with one in fall, made this 

a great winter for this species. Three sightings were made in Scotts Bluff 
Co, within at most 15 miles from each other. Photos (KD) show that the 
first of these, a fall bird at WSR, was different from one in Scottsbluff 17 
Dec, which was counted on the CBC that day and present in another yard 
about a half mile away for a few days prior to 17 Dec. Photos show the 
Scottsbluff sightings to be the same bird (KD). The final sighting was of a 
juvenile male at LO 26 Feb (SJD). 

Gray Catbird: One at North Platte 6 Dec (fide TJW) was westerly and rather late; it 
appears to be only the 6th Dec-Feb record away from the east. 

Northern Mockingbird: A few linger into Dec and the first few days of Jan each 
year; last were one in Otoe Co 21 Dec (L&CF) and another in Jefferson Co 
7 Jan (RE). 

Brown Thrasher: None were reported; lingerers usually occur in Dec. 

Curve-billed Thrasher: The bird at the Frimann Ranch in se. Sioux Co was still 
present at the end of Dec (fide AK); it has been at the ranch since Oct 2002. 

European Starling: Best count was 13,484 on the Norfolk CBC 17 Dec (fide DW); 
the only good thing about that is that the CBC high count is 100,000+! 

Cedar Waxwing: Best count was a moderate 200 in Lancaster Co 3 Dec (LE). 

Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: Only about 18 were reported, 8 of those in 
Jefferson Co 7 Jan (RE), and westernmost 2 on the LM CBC 2 Jan (fide 
SJD) and one at LO 26 Feb (SJD). Surprisingly far north were 1-2 in Keya 
Paha Co 10-11 Jan (JED,WF). 

Spotted Towhee: One on the Crawford CBC 31 Dec (fide B&DW) was quite a bit 
late; most depart the west before Nov. In the se., where a few winter, 4 
were on the city campus of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln 7 Jan (LE). 
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Eastern Towhee: Lingering in the east were 2 on the DeSoto NWR CBC 31 Dec 
(fide JT). A few winter in the southeast. 

American Tree Sparrow: Best count was a historically moderate 384 on the 
DeSoto NWR CBC 31 Dec (fide JT); highest CBC counts are in the 2000+ 
range. 

Fox Sparrow: The 13 reported were in the southeast, last were the 4 in Jefferson Co 
7 Jan (RE) and one apparently attempting to overwinter at BOL 29 Jan 
(LE). The latter is the 2nd-latest report apart from 4 wintering records. 

Song Sparrow: Most are in the se. by CBC time, and so the 27 at LM CBC 2 Jan 
(fide SJD) was a good count. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: Rather late and westerly was one on the LM CBC 2 Jan (SJD); 
there are only a few Jan records, most from the southeast, and only one of 
overwintering. One well seen in an Omaha yard 28 Feb (PS) is the first 
ever for Feb and may have wintered nearby or not far to the south. 

Swamp Sparrow: Last were 3 at FF 23 Dec (CNK); there are a few records of 
wintering in the southeast. 

White-throated Sparrow: Several were reported in Jan, as far west as the 3 on the 
LM CBC 2 Jan (SJD); the species is rare westward. A few may winter in 
the southeast in suitable years, and this winter these may have succeeded: 
two singles were found in Lancaster Co (LE,RE), 2 at Nebraska City 
(L&CF), and one in Bellevue (B&LP). 

Harris’s Sparrow: Numbers were generally low; best count was only 47 on the 
Seward-BOL CBC 17 Dec (fide JG). Rarer westward, 6 were on the LM 
CBC 2 Jan (fide SJD) and one on the Scottsbluff CBC 17 Dec (fide AK). 

White-crowned Sparrow: Wintering is rare away from the west; one in Fillmore 
Co 26 Jan (WF) was unusual. A new count high was the 162 on the 
Scottsbluff CBC 17 Dec (fide AK). 

Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: The only report was of 19 on the Harrison- 
Sioux Co CBC 1 Jan (fide EB). 

Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco: Best CBC tally was the 354 on the Seward-BOL 
CBC 17 Dec (fide JG). 

Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco: A few Oregons were reported in the east on CBCs as is 
usual; easternmost was one at DeSoto N\^ 31 Dec surrounded by 428 
Slate-colored Juncos (fide JT). 

Dark-eyed (Pink-sided) Junco: Pink-sideds were reported as expected only in the 
west, from the Harrison-Sioux Co, Scottsbluff and LM CBCs (fide EB,fide 
AK,fide SJD). 

Lapland Longspur: Best count was an excellent 4894 on the Ames CBC 29 Dec 
(fide D&JP). Highest ever for a CBC is 23,452 at Lincoln in 1978! One 
wonders just how many of these birds are out there. 

Snow Bunting: Good numbers were reported, including 29 on the LM CBC 2 Jan 
(fide SJD) and 15 in Dixon Co 10 Dec (JJ). Most reports were from the 
northeast, as is usual. 

Northern Cardinal: Routine reports. 

Red-winged Blackbird: Routine reports. 

Eastern Meadowlark: First songs were heard 23 Feb at ADF (L&CF), about on 
time for returning migrants. 

Western Meadowlark: Singing was heard 6 Feb in Scotts Bluff Co (KD), 
presumably wintering birds tuning up for the big dance. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Last was one on the Scottsbluff CBC 17 Dec (fide AK). 
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Rusty Blackbird: The 2 reports were from the east, where the species is expected in 
small numbers in Dec; both were on CBCs 17 Dec. Totals of 12 were 
found at Seward-BOL (fide JG) and 3 at Norfolk (fide DW). 

Brewer’s Blackbird: The only report was of 5 on the LM CBC 2 Jan (fide SJD). 
This species is uncommon in Jan this far west. 

Common Crackle: Not unexpected, but unusual, were 15-30 in Alma 21-30 Jan 
(G&WH); wintering occurs on occasion in the south and east, but in most 
cases only single birds are seen. Late for the west was one at Gering 22 Dec 
(AK), and very early (if they were not present in winter) were 1 in 
Scottsbluff and 10 in Bayard 20 Feb (P&DD). 

Great-tailed Crackle: Rather late for the northerly locations were one during count 
week of the Calamus-Loup CBC 31 Dec (fide DH) and as many as 10 on 
the Beaver Valley CBC 2 Jan (WF; fide D&CN). A flock of 25-26 lingered 
until 5 Feb at Alma (G&WFl), and a flock of about 150 present for 2 weeks 
prior to 27 Feb was said to have “pretty much wintered” in North Platte 
(TJW); wintering is still unusual in the state. 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Rather late were 2 westerly birds on the LM CBC 2 Jan 
(fide SJD) and one at an Alma feedyard 1 Jan (G&WH). Rare in 
midwinter, one was in Seward Co 16 Jan (D&JP,LR,RH). 

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: The only report was from a regular location, Chalk 
Buttes at WSR, where 30 were seen 16 Dec (HKH). 

Purple Finch: Average numbers were reported, all from the east except for 2 rather 
westerly on the LM CBC 2 Jan (fide SJD). Best count was a moderate 25 
at Ponca SP 2 Jan, only 2 of which were males (BFH). 

Cassin’s Finch: This species has occurred 3 times on the LM CBC, this year there 
was a single bird 2 Jan (fide CBC). A few apparently enter the North Platte 
Valley and Pine Ridge most winters. 

House Finch: A new all-time Nebraska CBC high was the 348 at Scottsbluff 17 
Dec (fide AK). Another excellent total was the 280 at Lincoln 18 Dec (fide 
RE). 

Red Crossbill: The only high number reported was the 85 on the Harrison-Sioux 
Co CBC 1 Jan (fide EB). Only a few others were reported: 2 on the 
Crawford CBC 31 Dec (fide B&DW), one in Banner Co 28 Feb (WF), and, 
rare in the east, 3 on the Ames CBC 29 Dec (fide D&JP). 

Common Redpoll: None were reported. 

Pine Siskin: Most were as usual in the west, with best counts 162 on the 
Scottsbluff CBC 17 Dec (fide AK) and 100 south of Gering 15 Dec (AK). 

American Goldfinch: A good CBC count was the 314 at Lincoln 18 Dec (fide RE). 

House Sparrow: Routine reports. 
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In 1998 I summarized historic Christmas Bird Count data for Lincoln and 
Scottsbluff (Johnsgard, 1998), since these two sites provide the longest continuous 
count records for any Nebraska locations. Eight more years of data have since 
accumulated, during which there has been an increasing awareness of the perceived 
effects of global warming (Inkley, 2004) on bird populations. The purpose of this 
paper is to compare the data for the past eight years (1998-2005) with earlier counts 
for Lincoln, two of which were first performed in the early 1900’s, but which have 
been conducted in unbroken sequence since 1947. These data, originally available 
only as printed annual summaries, are now easily accessible from the web site of the 
National Audubon Society fwww.audubon.org/bird/cbcL 


METHODS 

Table 1 provides a list of the bird species reported over the 1947-2005 
counting period in the Lincoln count circle (NELI), including totals and yearly 
averages of all the birds seen during each of the two selected intervals. The final 
column is a comparison of the average number of individuals reported during the 
first (1947-1997) period with the average number reported during the second (1998- 
2005) period, expressed as a positive (or negative, where indicated) percent change. 
A few species that have been reported only once were excluded from this summary. 

Obviously, the number of persons participating in these counts has 
gradually increased over time, as has the quality of optics and average bird- 
identification capabilities. As a result, even with stable populations, somewhat 
greater average numbers of birds reported per year can be expected to develop over 
time. Thus, the many minor increases in average species count totals that were 
tallied for the 1998-2005 period relative to the 1947-1997 period do not provide 
convincing evidence of actual population increases. 

To compensate for this inflationary trend, only increases of at least 400 
percent in average count totals were subjectively assumed by me to reflect 
significantly increased local winter populations. Increases of this magnitude in the 
average annual numbers per species reported over the last eight years relative to the 
1947-1997 count period are shown in bold type in Table 1, although other species 
with smaller proportional increases might be noted and regarded as significant. 
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RESULTS 

Discounting some species of which only 20 or fewer were counted over the 
original 51-year period such as the Gadwall, Blue-winged Teal, Northern Shoveler, 
Canvasback, Ruddy Duck and Great-tailed Grackle, the greatest proportional 
population increases since 1998 have occurred in the Eastern Bluebird (2960%), 
Ring-billed Gull (1970%), Yellow-rumped Warbler (1600%), Wild Turkey 
(1600%), American Coot (1270%), Lesser Scaup (1040%), Canada Goose (660%) 
and House Finch (640%). 

The greatest numerical increases in average annual total counts have 
occurred in the Canada Goose (2986), Mallard (532), Ring-billed Gull (387), 
American Robin (241), Dark-eyed Junco (238), Rock Pigeon (217), and Red-winged 
Blackbird (179). 

Species with counts showing decreases of at least 80% of the earlier 
period’s average count are underlined in Table 1. Once again, species such as 
American Bittern, Osprey, Goshawk and Ferruginous Hawk, which were counted in 
very small numbers during the original period, were discounted. The greatest 
proportional declines have occurred in Lapland Longspur (100%), Brown-headed 
Cowbird (100%), Long-eared Owl (100%), Brewer’s Blackbird (100%), Common 
Redpoll (100%), Evening Grosbeak (100%), Short-eared Owl (100%), Townsend’s 
Solitaire (100%), Red Crossbill (90%), and Homed Lark (80%), Brown Thrasher 
(80%) and Swamp Sparrow (80%). Many of these are overwintering migrants in the 
Lincoln area, whose numbers are likely to be strongly affected by relative winter 
severity. 


The greatest numerical decreases in average total annual counts have 
occurred in the European Starling (2028), House Sparrow (1279), Lapland Longspur 
(517) and Homed Lark (131). Of these, the reductions for the slightly migratory 
European Starling and the sedentary House Sparrow are most surprising, and are 
greater than declining national population trends (respectively -0.9% and -2.5% 
annually) would predict, according to recent North American Breeding Bird Survey 
population trends ( ww.mbr-pwrc ,u g g§,so v ; 8Q/c e i-bm/ 8; udd04/pl ). 

DISCUSSION 

One of the possible reasons for these altered winter bird compositions in 
eastern Nebraska has been a series of mild falls recently, a presumed corollary of 
global warming. As a result, lakes and wetlands have often remained ice-free well 
into December, and have allowed water-dependent birds to remain in the Lincoln 
vicinity longer than before. Water-dependent species that were repotted on the 
Lincoln count for the first time between 1998 and 2005 include three ducks and three 
sandpipers, plus the Western Grebe and Marsh Wren. There have also been 
substantially larger numbers of water-dependent species reported between 1998 and 
2005 than had been reported in the original period. These include 12 ducks, three 
geese and two gulls, plus the Great Blue Heron, Bald Eagle, American Coot and 
Red-winged Blackbird. Another possible contributing factor is the creation of lakes 
and the use of artificial means to keep those lakes ice-free over the winter. 

According to National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration 
data, the mean winter (December-Febmary) temperature for Nebraska from 1947 to 
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1997 was 25.2T. From 1998 to 2005, the mean winter temperature for Nebraska 
was28.7T. (http ://gHpivi s .n cci c,n aa.& 9v ) 

Another reflection of warmer winters recently may be an increase in 
terrestrial birds that normally would winter in more southern states (see distribution 
maps in Root, 1988). The apparent increases in the Eastern Bluebird, Golden- 
crowned Kinglet, Cedar Waxwing and Yellow-rumped Warbler may be a reflection of 
this trend. There are also three cases of newly reported or increasing species that are 
the result of regional or local range expansions. These are the successfully (!) re¬ 
introduced Wild Turkey, the northwardly expanding Great-tailed Grackle, and the 
House Finch, which since the early 1980’s has gradually been supplanting the House 
Sparrow as the primary urban-adapted bird in North America. (The House Finch is 
declining annually at a rate of 2.5%, and the House Finch is increasing at an annual 
rate of 1.15%.) 

Just as there have been apparent population increases resulting from 
southern species moving into the Lincoln area from more southerly wintering 
grounds, there have also been some decreases in recent species counts that are 
possibly the result of some relatively cold-tolerant birds shifting their wintering 
areas farther to the north. Possible examples include the Bohemian Waxwing, 
Lapland Longspur, Snow Bunting, Pine Grosbeak, Evening Grosbeak, Common 
Redpoll and Red Crossbill. All these species are now rare winter visitors around 
Lincoln. 


Additionally, some apparent species decreases in the Lincoln counts may be 
related to ecological changes such as increased local urbanization, and additionally 
may also reflect national population declines. These factors might help explain 
declines in the Homed Lark, Brown-headed Cowbird, House Sparrow, Western 
Meadowlarks and almost all the owls. Nearly all of these species have been 
exhibiting significant national population declines since the 1960’s, judging from 
1966-2004 Breeding Bird Survey data fwww.mbr-wrc.usgs.gov8Q/cg i- 
biD / suild/ 04,pl ). 
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Table L Total Birds Reported & Average Species Totals/Year, 
Lincoln Christmas Counts 
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Snow Goose 
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Canada Goose 
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Wood Duck 

12 
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0.13 
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Gadwall 

7 
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American Wigeon 
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14 
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Mallard 
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Green-winged Teal 

41 
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7 
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Blue-winged Teal 
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8 
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Northern Shoveler 

1 
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Northern Pintail 
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Canvasback 
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Common Goldeneye 
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Great Blue Heron 
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Bald Eagle 
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Northern Harrier 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 
Cooper’s Hawk 
Goshawk 
Red-tailed Hawk 
Rough-legged Hawk 
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American Kestrel 
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Pectoral Sandpiper 
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Ring-billed Gull 
Herring Gull 
Rock Pigeon ** 
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Eastern Screech-Owl 
Great Homed Owl 
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Downy Woodpecker 
Hairy Woodpecker 
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25 

3.13 

-60% 

9.73 

33 

4.13 

-60% 

1.33 

9 

1.13 

-20% 

7.82 



-100% 

0.41 



-100% 

3.39 

43 

5.38 

60% 

1.76 

6 

0.75 

-60% 

12.73 

293 

36.63 

190% 

0.92 

12 

1.50 

60% 

44.96 

593 

74.13 

60% 

9.92 

75 

9.38 

-10% 

21.96 

249 

31.13 

40% 

0.47 

1 

0.13 

-70% 
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Loggerhead Shrike 

50 

0.98 

10 

1.25 

30% 

Blue Jay 

7122 

139.65 

1208 

151.00 

10 % 

Black-billed Magpie 

18 

0.35 

2 

0.25 

-30% 

American Crow 

16982 

332.98 

3801 

475.13 

40% 

Homed 

8235 

161.47 

246 

30.75 

-80% 

Black-capped Chickadee 

9746 

191.10 

1268 

158.50 

-20% 

Tufted Titmouse 

170 

3.33 

9 

1.13 

-70% 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 

512 

10.04 

85 

10.63 

-4% 

White-breasted Nuthatch 

1784 

34.98 

413 

51.63 

50% 

Brown Creeper 

824 

16.16 

205 

25.63 

60% 

Carolina Wren 

23 

0.45 

17 

2.13 

370% 

Winter Wren 

17 

0.33 

2 

0.25 

-30% 

Marsh Wren 



1 

0.13 


Golden-crowned Kinglet 

1197 

23.47 

355 

44.38 

90% 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 

9 

0.18 

1 

0.13 

-30% 

Eastern Bluebird 

34 

0.67 

163 

20.38 

2960% 

Tp^ypsepd's Solitaire 

Hermit Thrush 

21 

0.41 

6 

0.75 

-100% 

American Robin 

4255 

83.43 

2595 

324.38 

290% 

NoUhem, ,MQgkmgb.if d 

3 

0.06 



-100% 

Brown Thrasher 

28 

0.55 

1 

0.13 

-80% 

European Starling 

243077 

4766.22 

21908 

2738.50 

-40% 

Rohsmian Wowing 

6 

0.12 



-100% 

Cedar Waxwing 

2097 

41.12 

892 

111.50 

170% 

Orange-crowned Warbler 



1 

0.13 


Yellow-rumped Warbler 

3 

0.06 

8 

1.00 

1600% 

Towhee spp. 

88 

1.73 

16 

2.00 

20 % 

American Tree Sparrow 

32625 

639.71 

5366 

670.75 

3% 

Chipping Sparrow 

1 

0.02 



-100% 

Field Sparrow 

9 

0.18 

1 

0.13 

-30% 

Savannah Sparrow 

1 

0.02 



-100% 

Fox Sparrow 

10 

0.20 

8 

1.00 

410% 

Song Sparrow 

792 

15.53 

69 

8.63 

-40% 

Lincoln’s Sparrow 

3 

0.06 

1 

0.13 

110 % 
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Swamp Sparrow 
White-throated Sparrow 
Harris’s Sparrow 
White-crowned Sparrow 
Dark-eyed Junco 



Snpw.EUQ tip g 
Northern Cardinal 
Red-winged Blackbird 
Meadowlark spp. 

Rusty Blackbird 

Brcw^’g Bl^gkbird 

Common Crackle 
Great-tailed Crackle 
Br.Qwn-hgad.s.d..C.Q\yl:>ird.. 

Pipe Orgsbeak 

Purple Finch 
House Finch 
R e .d,.Cr QS$hiU 
Common Redpoll 

Pine Siskin 
American Goldfinch 
E yg pm g. OrQsbeak 
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28 

0.55 

1 

0.13 

-80% 

275 

5.39 

58 

7.25 

30% 

8123 

159.27 

489 

61.13 

-60% 

162 

3.18 

32 

4.00 

30% 

24250 

475.49 

5704 

713.00 

50% 

26393 

517.51 

2 

0.25 

-100% 

5 

0.10 



-100% 

19 

0.37 



-100% 

4688 

91.92 

1042 

130.25 

40% 

9332 

182.98 

2897 

362.13 

100% 

5658 

110.94 

419 

52.38 

-50% 

313 

6.14 

35 

4.38 

-30% 

330 

6.47 



-100% 

620 

12.16 

44 

5.50 

-50% 

2 

0.04 

13 

1.63 

4040% 

3331 

65.31 

1 

0.13 

-100% 

2 

0.04 



-100% 

983 

19.27 

61 

7.63 

-60% 

981 

19.24 

1140 

142.50 

640% 

545 

10.69 

5 

0.63 

-90% 

52 

1.02 



-100% 

2178 

42.71 

106 

13.25 

-70% 

12853 

252.02 

1532 

191.50 

-20% 

28 

0.55 



-100% 

94773 

1858.29 

4638 

579.75 

-70% 


* Averages and percentages displayed in this table have been roxmded 
to the nearest 10%. 


** Rock Pigeons were not counted prior to 1975; total and average are based 
on 1975-1997 period. 
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Corrections to 2004-05 Christmas Bird Counts 

A Winter Wren was incorrectly shown as having been seen on the 2004 
Scottsbluff count. This should have been a Marsh Wren. Additionally, a Purple 
Finch was seen during count week at Scottsbluff. 


2005-06 Christmas Bird Counts in Nebraska 

For the first time this year, two additional counts, Ames and Harrison- 
Sioux Counties, were reported, bringing our total to 14 counts. The all-time high 
numbers reached for several species this year need to be regarded in light of that fact. 
We tend now to have more counts, more counters, and more hours spent counting 
than ever before. While this is a good thing, it is useful to remember that counting 
more birds does not in this case mean that there are necessarily more birds present. 
A look at the effort data, such as number of birds per party hour, on the Audubon 
Christmas Bird Count web pages (www.audubon.org/bird/cbc/hr) can be instructive. 

Only 19 Snow Geese were counted this year, the fewest since 1983, when 
none at all were found. Numbers for this species vary dramatically from year to year: 
129,415 were counted in 2002. This was the second year Cackling Geese were 
reported, a total of 1361 compared to 70 last year. Canada Goose numbers were the 
highest since 1996. The 96 Northern Pintails are the highest since 157 in 1966. 
Wild Turkeys saw their first decline since 1998, although they are still doing well 
with 1075 counted. 

The Bald Eagle total (350) was the highest ever, but last year's total was 
341 from fewer counts. Sharp-shinned Hawks were recorded in the highest numbers 
ever: 40 in all. The Rough-legged Hawk count of 83 was the highest since 1996. 
The Red-tailed Hawk total of 472 is the second highest ever; there were 518 in 1994. 
Of this year's total, 98 were seen at DeSoto and 84 were from Omaha, prompting 
one observer to comment both on the proximity of those counts to the Loess Hills 
migration flyway and on the high percentage of participants on those two counts 
who are also counters at the hawkwatch at the Hitchcock Nature Center north of 
Crescent, Iowa. 

The American Coot total of 11, 10 of which were at Scottsbluff, was the 
lowest in 10 years. Eight gull species were found, all from Lake McConaughy and 
Calamus-Loup. 

The Rock Pigeon count of 4731, over one quarter of which came from the 
Lincoln count, was the highest ever and would be even without including totals 
from the two new counts. Eurasian Collared-Doves were first reported on Christmas 
counts in 2000 with 7 counted; this year's total was 172. It will be interesting to 
watch the White-winged Dove expansion in future CBC totals. The first White¬ 
winged Dove reported on a Nebraska CBC came this year from Scottsbluff 

Even without the two new counts, the Red-bellied Woodpecker number of 
433 is the highest ever. The Downy Woodpecker total of 526 is the highest since a 
count of 575 in 1988. Hairy Woodpeckers also hit anew high of 111. No Pileated 
Woodpeckers had been seen on Nebraska CBCs since 1 in 1999: 2 were found on the 
Omaha count this year. 
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The overall total of Black-capped Chickadees is back to what could be 
considered normal: 1068 this year, up from 699 in 2004 and 774 in 2003. However, 
individual counts in the central part of the state (Beaver Valley, Branched Oak, 
Calamus-Loup, Grand Island, Lincoln, Norfolk) still have counts which are much 
lower than in the past. For example, the count from Lincoln this year was 56, 
which is twice the previous year's 27, but still dramatically lower than Lincoln's 
average yearly count of 322 from the 1980s and 1990s. 

American Crows dropped to less than half of last year's 9870 total (4145) 
but such fluctuation is not unusual with this species. Pygmy Nuthatch numbers 
reached a new high of 131, 104 of those contributed by counters from the new 
Harrison-Sioux Co. count. 

The Eastern Bluebird total also reached a new high: 305, 95 of which were 
counted at DeSoto. The yearly average count of Eastern Bluebirds since 2000 is 
187; the yearly average from the 1980s and 1990s is 40. This year's Townsend's 
Solitaire total was the highest ever at 209. Five of this year's 7 Hermit Thrushes 
were found on the Lincoln count; groups that large are unusual on Christmas counts. 
This year counters at Scottsbluff found the first-ever Varied Thrush for a Nebraska 
CBC. 

No Bohemian Waxwings were found this year; last year 562 were seen on 3 
counts. Harris's Sparrow numbers were up: 128 this year compared to 52 in 2004 
and 75 in 2003. The White-crowned Sparrow count was the highest ever at 193. 

More Lapland Longspurs were counted this year (5253) than in the previous 
14 years combined, and 4894 of those were from the Ames count. This is by no 
means an all time high, however. (See the Winter Field Report.) 

The count of 6 Brown-headed Cowbirds is the lowest since 1997. House 
Finches were first recorded on Nebraska Christmas counts in 1964, with a total of 16 
counted, all at Scottsbluff. We hit a new high for the species this year, with 1250 
counted on 13 counts. 


2005-06 CBC Participants 

Ames Larry Einemann, William Flack, Robin Harding, Rita Jensen, Clem 
Klaphake, Steve Lamphere, Elizabeth Mulliken, Jerry Mulliken, Colleen Noecker, 
Don Noecker, Babs Padelford, Loren Padelford, Don Paseka (compiler), Janis 
Paseka, Lanny Randolph, Jerry Toll (16) 

Beaver Valley Belle Esau, William Flack, Mitzi Fox, Janece Mollhoff, Wayne 
Mollhoff, Colleen Noecker, Don Noecker (compiler), Don Paseka, Janis Paseka, 
Ramona Theiman, Ted Theiman, Elsie Wheeler (12) 

Branched Oak- Seward Paul Dunbar, Rick Eades, Larry Einematm, Mike Ellis, 
Joseph Gubanyi (compiler), Tom Labedz, Ted LaGrange, Marli Ockander, Mary 
Steinbeck (9) 

Calamus-Loup Donna Christiansen, William Flack, Robin Harding, David Heidt 
(compiler), Lyla Koehlmoos, Lanny Randolph, Duane Wolff (7) 
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Crawford Elliott Bedows, Bob DeLara, Kathy DeLara, Jim Gibson, Randy 
Lawson, Ruben Siegfried, David Smith, Bruce Walgren (compiler), Donna Walgren, 
Jack Watson (10) 

DeSoto Bob Barry (compiler), Carla Delucchi, Nelli Falzgraf, Clem Klaphake, 
Steve Lamphere, Sue Mattix, Jim Meyer, Rosalie Noteman, Michele Parde, Don 
Paseka, Janis Paseka, Sandy Reinken, Paul Roisen, Jerry Toll, Patricia Williams, 
Betty Young (16) 

Grand Island Gordon Backer, Felipe Chavez-Ramirez, Anton Curtis, Dan Glomski, 
Blake Hatfield, Dan Kim, Ron Kruse, Ray Kusek, Connie McCartney (compiler), 
Jim Meyer, Vicky Orr, Jeny Pekas, Luis Ramirez, Patricia Smith, Vem Throop, 
Eric Volden, Chuck Witter Feeder Watchers: Dottie Aubushon, Kathy Aubushon, 
Leah Clark, Gay Crandell, Lewis Hilligas, Helen Siem (17 + 6 feeder watchers) 

Harrison/Sioia Co. Elliott Bedows (compiler), David Smith, Bruce Walgren, 
Donna Walgren (4) 

Lake McConaughy Henry Armknecht, Elliott Bedows, Stephen J. Dinsmore 
(compiler), Robin Harding, Bill Huntley, Todd Jensen, Bette Klaphake, Clem 
Klaphake, Peter Kondrashev, Kay Niyo, Lanny Randolph, Tommie Rogers, Ross 
Silcock, Mark Urwiller, Zack Urwiller (20) 

Lincoln Linda R. Brown (compiler), Jackie Canterbury, Kevin Degarmo, Barbara 
DiBemard, Rick Eades, Larry Einemann, Joe Gubanyi, Paul Johnsgard, Michelle 
Johnson, Tim Knott, Thomas E. Labedz, Pete Maslowski, John Miller, Ken 
Reitan, Carol Rustad, Rachel Simpson, Brooke Stansberry, Emily Thaden, Joyce 
Vannier, Lyle Vannier, Gertrude Wood (21) 

Norfolk Norma Brockmoller, Ed Brogie, Mark Brogie, Donna Christiansen, 
William Flack, Cody Hartman, David Heidt, Tony Jacobsen, Raymond E. 
Kincanon, Lyla Koehhnoos, Tyler Sherman, Paul Timm, Jan Uttecht, Duane Wolff 
(compiler), Bonnie Wylie (15) 

Omaha Elliott Bedows, Ed Chance, Emma Chance, Dave Christiansen, David 
Crawford, Sharon Draper, Nelli Falzgraf, Betty Grenon (compiler), Neil Holstein, 
Clem Klaphake, Jim Kovanda, Sandy Kovanda, Catherine Kuper, Steve Lamphere, 
Terry Lassek, Urban Lehner, Sue Mattix, Rosalie Noteman, Babs Padelford, Loren 
Padelford, Don Paseka, Janis Paseka, Kathleen Pyper, Dick Rasmussen, Jean 
Richter, Kathleen Rose, Rick Schmid, Steve Schmitt, Eric Scholar, David Smith, 
Greg Stoiber, Michele Widhalm, Pat Williams, Chunhui Yi, Penny Zahurones (35) 

Ponca Bill Bossman, Jeff Fields, Bill Huser (compiler), Jan Johnson, Richard 
Johnson, Bill Morris, Paul Roisen, Jerry Von Ehwegen, Eric Wiebe (9) 

Scottsblujf Bob DeLara, Kathy DeLara, Dean Drawbaugh, Phyllis Drawbaugh, 
Ann Duey, Jan Foster, Robin Harding, Michelle Hoff, Helen Hughson, Alice 
Kenitz (compiler), Lanny Randolph, A1 Reyer, Cindy Reyer, Bonnie Schoen, Ruben 
Siegfried (15) 
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2005-2006 Christmas Bird Counts 
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2005-2006 Christmas Bird Counts 



Lake McConaughy 

o 

S 

23 

1 

cw 

Norfolk 

Omaha 

Ponca State Park 

Scottsbluff 

Total 

Gr. White-fronted Goose 

49 

8 

. 2 

1,200 




51 

Snow Goose 





19 

7 

Ross' Goose 

Cackling Goose 




27 
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1,361 

Canada Goose 
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Lesser Scaup 
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4 
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Bufflehead 
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Common Goldeneye 
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1 
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3 
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17 
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1 
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8 

r 
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Ruddy Duck 
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Ring-necked Pheasant 

4 

17 
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9 
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Wild Turkey 

2 


7 
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2005-2006 Christmas Bird Counts 



Ames 

Beaver Valley 

Branched Oak-Seward 
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Northern Harrier 


4 

1 

5 

3 
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Sharp-shinned Hawk 

2 

2 
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2 
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Red-tailed Hawk 
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1 

3 

3 

6 

8 

5 
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10 

306 

94 

74 

345 

877 

2 

Eurasian Collared-Dove 


7 

29 
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8 
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2005-2006 Christmas Bird Counts 



Lake McConaughy 

Lincoln 
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Omaha 

Ponca State Park 

Scottsbluff 

Total 

Northern Harrier 
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Sharp-shinned Hawk 
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Rough-legged Hawk 

1 

4 

5 


15 

1 
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4 
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2 
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8 
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8 
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1 
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1 

Virginia Rail 
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2 
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10 

11 
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9 
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2 

12 
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4 

1 
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1 

7 

1 

Ring-billed Gull 
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3 
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5 
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5 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 
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2 
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3 
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1 

Rock Pigeon 

69 

1,286 
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27 
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4,731 

Eurasian Collared-Dove 
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1 



50 
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White-winged Dove 
Mourning Dove 

.^ 2 

95 

2 

27 

3 

1 

1 
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3 

3 
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31 
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52 
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2005-2006 Christmas Bird Coimts 
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Red-headed Woodpecker 
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Downy Woodpecker 

26 

14 

61 

10 

7 

114 

33 

4 

Hairy Woodpecker 


8 

1 

7 

5 

6 

16 

4 

3 

Northern Flicker 


24 

5 

68 

14 

5 ^ 

142 

37 


Pileated Woodpecker 
Loggerhead Shrike 



- 

- 

— 

- 


' 1 

- 

Northern Shrike 



1 

^ 4 

7 

4 



3 

Shrike sp. 



1 







Blue Jay 


5 

5 

124 

5 

5 

143 

49 


Black-billed Magpie 




2 


35 


16 


American Crow 


21 

16 

476 

2,671 

78 

131 

67 

25 

Homed Lark 


39 

4 

37 

82 

187 

1 

17 

64 

Black-cap. Chickadee 


32 

5 

14 

7 

79 

214" 

21 

26 

Tufted Titmouse 







5 



Red-breasted Nuthatch 




11 



1 

2 

5 

White-br. Nuthatch 


24 

15 

69 

4 

33 

108 

22 

6 

Pygmy Nuthatch 






27 



104 

nuthatch sp. 






1 




Brown Creeper 


5 


2 



5 

17 


Carolina Wren 







2 



Winter Wren 




1 



2 



Marsh Wren 





2 





Golden-cr.Kinglet 


6 

1 

10 



6 



Eastern Bluebird 


6 


80 

9 


95 

8 


Mountain Bluebird 










Townsend's Solitaire 





1 

7 



27 

Hermit Thrush 


1 








American Robin 


47 

37 

1,905 

444 

5 

90 

77 

61 

Varied Thrush 










Northern Mockingbird 



1 
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2005-2006 Christmas Bird Counts 



Lake McConaughy 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

Omaha 

Ponca State Park 

Scottsbluff 

— 

B 

o 

H 

Short-eared Owl 







2 

Northern Saw-whet Owl 







1 

owl sp. 


1 





1 

Belted Kingfisher 

7 

6 

2 

1 

1 

4 

32 

Red-headed Woodpecker 


2 


49 

2 


55 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 

13 

56 

27 

123 

21 


433 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 


1 


1 



3 

Downy Woodpecker 

35 

53 

31 

113 

17 

8 

526 

Hairy Woodpecker 

13 

7 

10 

27 

4 

cw 

111 

Northern Flicker 

51 

13 

16 

74 

17 

37 

503 

Pileated Woodpecker 




2 



2 

Loggerhead Shrike 







1 

Northern Shrike 

2 


2 


2 

4 

29 

Shrike sp. 







1 

Blue Jay 

11 

118 

47 

137 

54 

64 

767 

Black-billed Magpie 

62 




1 

34 

150 

American Crow 

8 

214 

119 

94 

222 

3 

4,145 

Homed Lark 

676 




327 

186 

1,620 

Black-capped Chickadee 

40 

56 

54 

426 

82 

12 

1,068 

Tufted Titmouse 




41 



46 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 

3 

8 

2 

3 


5 

40 

White-breasted Nuthatch 

17 

64 

40 

209 

53 

1 

665 

Pygmy Nuthatch 






cw 

131 

nuthatch sp. 







1 

Brown Creeper 

61 

19 

1 

n 7 

1 

cw 

63 

Carolina Wren 


5 


5 



12 

Winter Wren 



1 

1 

1 


6 

Marsh Wren 

2 





1 

5 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 

1 

34 


23 


2 

83 

Eastern Bluebird 

7 

27 


52 

21 


305 

Mountain Bluebird 

1 






1 

Townsend's Solitaire 

157 





17 

209 

Hermit Thrush 


5 


1 



7 

American Robin 

2,291 

247 

6 

53 

56 

380 

5,699 

Varied Thrush 






1 

1 

Northern Mockingbird 







1 
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2005-2006 Christmas Bird Counts 



Ames 

Beaver Valley 

Branched Oak-Seward 

Calamus-Loup 

Crawford 

Ln 

(U 

>> 

o 

CQ 

6 

s 

Grand Island 

Harrison-Sioux Co. 

European Starling 
Cedar Waxwing 

4,996 

231 

2,287^ 

1,296 

295 

1,853 

1,242 

22 

12 


89 

67 


162 

26 


Yellow-rumped Warbler 

1 




— 

Spotted Towhee 



1 

1 



Eastern Towhee 






2 


Am. Tree Sparrow 

37 

158 

239 

92 

280 

384 

295 

24 

Fox Sparrow 



3 

2 




Song Sparrow 

7 

1 

16 

4 

23 

1 

Lincoln's Sparrow 






cw 



White-th. Sparrow 
Harris' Sparrow 

.. 3 

cw 



6 


1 


47 


15 

22 

White-crowned Sparrow 






7 


sparrow sp 



38 





Dark-eyed Junco 

138 

58 

431 

51 

57 

429 

552 

148 

Lapland Longspur 

4,894 

7 


50 

5 




Snow Bunting 




2 





Northern Cardinal 

39 

4 

90 

5 


127 

77 


Red-winged Blackbird 


714 

22 

26 


380 

22 


meadowlark sp. 

5 


34 

26 


19 

115 


Yellow-headed Blackbird 








Rusty Blackbird 



12 






Brewer's Blackbird 









Common Crackle 







1 


Great-tailed Crackle 


10 


cw 



1 


Brown-headed Cowbird 





1 



blackbird sp. 



22 

200 





Purple Finch 

2 


20 



75 



Cassin's Finch 









House Finch 

5 

53 

51 

48 

1 

9 

94 


Red Crossbill 

3 




2 



85 

Pine Siskin 


2 

12 

6 




50 

American Goldfinch 

19 

104 

309 

269 

64 

132 

203 

1 

House Sparrow 

117 

84 

123 

12 

109 

256 

1,678 

102 










TOTAL SPECIES 

48 

37 

60 

56 

38 

57 

59 

23 

INDIVIDUALS 

14,831 

1,819 

7,782 

13,548 

1,580 

9,897 

20,616 

111 
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2005-2006 Christmas Bird Counts 



Lake McConaughy 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

Omaha 

Ponca State Park 

Scottsbluff 

Total 

European Starling 

2,197 

3,593 

13,484 

3,504 

1,170 

997 

37,167 

Cedar Waxwing 

31 

5 


106 

86 

584 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 

2 

3 





6 

Spotted Towhee 


2 

1 




5 

Eastern Towhee 




1 



3 

American Tree Sparrow 

162 

271 

220 

149 

45 

92 

2,448 

Fox Sparrow 


2 





5 

Song Sparrow 

27 

3 

cw 

10 


12 

106 

Lincoln's Sparrow 

1 






1 

White-throated Sparrow 

3 

8 


4 



19 

Harris' Sparrow 

6 

15 

2 

14 


1 

128 

White-crowned Sparrow 

24 





162 

193 

sparrow sp 







38 

Dark-eyed Junco 

598 

503 

364 

896 

100 

463 

4,788 

Lapland Longspur 

172 




125 


5,253 

Snow Bunting 

29 






31 

Northern Cardinal 

26 

116 


168 

45 

1 

768 

Red-winged Blackbird 

1,405 


26 

1 

2 

162 

2,760 

meadowlark sp. 

79 


16 

45 


3 

342 

Yellow-headed Blackbird 






1 

1 

Rusty Blackbird 



3 




15 

Brewer's Blackbird 

5 






5 

Common Crackle 


1 

1 




3 

Great-tailed Crackle 







11 

Brown-headed Cowbird 

2 


3 

cw 



6 

blackbird sp. 







222 

Purple Finch 

2 

14 

30 

1 

9 


153 

Cassin's Finch 

1 






1 

House Finch 

172 

280 

42 

95 

52 

348 

1,250 

Red Crossbill 







90 

Pine Siskin 

50 

2 


cw 


162 

284 

American Goldfinch 

234 

314 

191 

215 

53 

85 

2,193 

House Sparrow 

190 

496 

1,015 

646 

111 

348 

5,287 









total species 

96 

58 

59 

54 

46 

60 

129 

TOTAL INDIVIDUALS 

58,872 

11,926 

T8,146 

12,487 

3,427 

31,877 

207,585 












































































































































2005-06 CBC Site Data 



Date 

Species 

Individuals 

Observers 

Low Temp High Temp 

Sky (am/pm) 

Rain 

Snow 

Ames 

29 Dec 

48 

14,831 

16 

28 

36 

fog/cloudy 

pm 

none 

Beaver Valley 

2 Jan 06 

37 

1,819 

11 + 1 

29 

43 

cloudy 

none 

none 

Branched Oak/Seward 

17 Dec 

60 

7,782 

9 

17 

26 

clear 

none 

none 

Calamus-Loup 

31 Dec 

56 

13,548 

7 

25 

40 

cloudy/pt. cloudy 

none 

none 

Crawford 

31 Dec 

38 

1,580 

10 

30 

54 

partly cloudy 

none 

none 

E>eSoto-Boyer 

31 Dec 

57 

9,897 

16 

31 

40 

partly cloudy 

none 

none 

Grand Island 

17 Dec 

59 

20,616 

17 + 6 

15 

24 

cloudy/partly cloudy 

none 

none 

Harrison-Sioux Co. 

1 Jan 06 

23 

111 

4 

36 

41 

cloudy 

am/pm 

none 

Lake McConaughy 

2 Jan 06 

99 

58,872 

15 + 5 

30 

52 

clear 

none 

none 

Lincoln 

18 Dec 

58 

11,926 

21+8 

10 

22 

clear 

none 

none 

Norfolk 

17 Dec 

59 

18,146 

15 

8 

38 

partly cloudy 

none 

none 

Omaha 

17 Dec 

54 

12,487 

35 

15 

25 

clear 

none 

none 

Ponca S.P. 

30 Dec 

46 

3,427 

9 

32 

33 

cloudy 

none 

none 

Scottsbluff 

17 Dec 

60 

31,877 

15 

8 

16 

cloudy 

none 

light 

Total 


129 

207,585 

200 + 20 







Additional observer numbers at Beaver Valley, Grand Island, Lake McConaughy and Lincoln are feeder watchers. 
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SPRING FIELD REPORT, March-May 2006 

compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, lA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 


INTRODUCTION 

As many of you know, the American Ornithologists’ Union (AOU) has 
changed some generic names and rearranged the taxonomic order for shorebirds in the 
expanded genus Tringa and for the terns. This Spring Report uses the new 
taxonomic order. 

Observers (thank you, I thinki) submitted a huge amount of data that I 
distilled for this report; I entered more than 3500 sightings into my database, which 
allows for a comprehensive overview of what birds were doing this spring. 

As has been the case the last few years, there were several record or near- 
record early arrival dates, some requiring documentation (readily supplied!) and some 
only marginally early relative to the previous early dates. Shorebirds had several of 
these early dates, with at least 8 species at or near record-early arrival dates. Two 
species of grebes and Blue-winged Teal also were early. Three species of swallow, 
along with Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Rock Wren, Swainson’s Thrush, and American 
Pipit also showed up early. Finally, three “southern” warblers that breed north to 
Nebraska were record early: Yellow-throated, Prothonotary and Louisiana 
Waterthrush. 

Species with tales to tell include Greater Prairie-Chicken in the eastern 
Rainwater Basin, the 5 sightings of Glossy Ibis (9 birds!), four more Long-billed 
Curlew records in the eastern Rainwater Basin, and westward expansion of Carolina 
Wren in the Republican Valley. Of interest were Barred Owl sightings along the 
Republican (how far west are Aey?) and continued northward sightings of Summer 
Tanagers. 

For the birders, rarities included a heard-only Flammulated Owl, and 
sightings of Brambling and Common Crane, all of which will be dealt with by the 
NOU Records Committee. In addition, rare sightings of Eurasian Wigeon, 
Hammond’s Flycatcher (4th spring record) and Painted Bunting were made. 


ABBREVIATIONS 

ADF: Arbor Day Farm, Otoe Co; 

BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co; 

CCM: Clear Creek Marshes, Keith Co; 

Cem: Cemetery; 

CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co; 

FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co; 

GPD: Gavin’s Point Dam, Cedar/Knox Cos; 
HCR: Harlan Co Res, Harlan Co; 

ICSP: Indian Cave SP, Nemaha/Richardson Cos; 
L: Lake; 

LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co; 

LO: L Ogallala (+L Keystone), Keith Co; 



VoL 74 No. 2 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


39 


m.ob.; many observers; 

NC: Nature Center; 

NWR: National Wildlife Refuge; 

PL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co; 

Res: Reservoir; 

RWB: Rainwater Basin; eastern RWB mostly Fillmore, Clay and surrounding 
counties; western RWB: mostly Phelps Co; 

SCP: Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co; 

SHP: State Historical Park; 

SL: Sewage Lagoon(s); 

SP: State Park; 

WMA: Wildlife Management Area (State); 

WPA: Waterfowl Production Area (Federal). 


GAZETTEER: 

Ash Hollow: SHP, Garden Co; 

Buckskin Hills: WMA, Dixon Co; 

Burchard L: WMA, Pawnee Co; 

Chilibaba Pond: Scotts Bluff Co; 

Cunningham L: Omaha; 

Freeman Lakes: WPA, York Co; 

Harvard Marsh: WPA, Clay Co; 

Kiowa: WMA, Scotts Bluff Co; 

L Minatare: Scotts Bluff Co; 

Moger; WPA, Clay Co; 

North Lake Basin; WMA, Seward Co; 

Oliver Res: Kimball Co; 

Pine Ridge: Ponderosa Pine-covered escarpment in northwest Nebraska; 
Platte River SP; Cass Co; 

Ponca SP: Dixon Co; 

Rock Creek L; SRA, Dundy Co; 

Rowe Sanctuary: Buffalo Co; 

Schramm SP: Sarpy Co; 

Smith L; WMA, Sheridan Co; 

Swanson Res; SRA/WMA, Hitchcock Co; 

Valentine NWR: Cherry Co; 

Wehrspann L: Omaha; 

Wildcat Hills NC: Scotts Bluff Co; 

Winters Creek L: Scotts Bluff Co. 


OBSERVERS 

AD: Ann Duey, Scottsbluff; 

AEK: Allen E. Kurth, Bellevue; 

AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering; 

AR: Allen Reyer, Bellevue; 

AS; Audrey Sterkel, Sidney; 

BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City; 
CG: Carlos Grandes, Geneva y Espafta; 
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CH: Carolyn Hall, Bassett; 

CK: Courtney Kearns, Alliance; 

CM: Connie McCartney, Grand Island; 

CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue; 

CoS: Connor Sonderman, Omaha; 

CS: Carolyn Sonderman, Omaha; 

CSp: Carolyn Spilman, Valentine NWR; 

CW: Cory Welsh, Council Bluffs, lA; 

CWH: C.W. Huntley, Ogallala; 

D&CN: Don & Colleen Noecker, Albion; 
D&JP: Don and Jan Paseka, Ames; 

DE: Dave Ely, Superior, NE; 

DF: Doug Faulkner, Arvada, CO; 

DH: Dave Heidt, Norfolk; 

DP: Dave Powers, Omaha; 

DSt: Dave Stage, Elkhom; 

EB: Elliott Bedows, Bellevue; 

EH: Eric Harrold, Kearney; 

EM: Erin McFadden, Bellevue; 

EV: Eric Volden, Kearney; 

EW: Emily Whithan, Omaha; 

G&WH; Glen & Wanda Hoge, Alma; 

GH; Gerard Harbison, Lincoln; 

GL: Gary Lefko, Nunn, CO; 

HA: Henry Armknecht, Ovid, CO; 

JED: James E. Ducey, Lincoln; 

JF: Jeremy Francisco, Greeley, CO; 

JG: Joseph Gubanyi, Seward; 

JGJ; Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln; 

JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield; 

JJo: Jerry Jorgensen, Blair; 

JK: Josef Kren, Lincoln; 

JKi: Jeff Kingery, Waukesha, WI; 

JPM: John P. McCarty, Omaha; 

JSt: Jon Strong, Omaha; 

JT; Jerry Toll, Omaha; 

JU: Jan Uttecht, Stanton; 

JWH: John W. Hall, Omaha; 

KB; Kevin Bard, Stoughton, WI; 

KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell; 

KF: Kevin Franzluebbers, Omaha; 

KP: Kevin Poague, Lincoln; 

KS: Kent Skaggs, Kearney; 

L&BP; Loren & Babs Padelford, Bellevue; 
L&CF: Laurence & Carol Falk, Nebraska City; 
LB: Laurel Badura, Kearney; 

LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln; 

LO; Lin^ Ollinger, Wilsonville; 

LR: Lanny Randolph, Gibbon; 

MA: Matt Allmand, Holdrege; 

MB: Mark Brogie; Creighton; 

MM; Marty Mathieson, Shelton; 
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MS: Michael Stromer, Hastings; 

MSc: Mary Schatz, Plattsmouth; 

NE: Nathaniel Emery, Wilcox, NE and Yankton, SD; 
NF: Nelli Falzgraf, Bellevue; 

NP: Neva Pruess, Lincoln; 

NR: Neal Ratzlaff, Omaha; 

NW: Nathan Woolery, Hastings; 

P&DD: Phyllis & Dean Drawbaugh, Scottsbluff; 

PD: Paul Dunbar, Hastings; 

PEL: Paul Lehman, Cape May, NJ; 

PR: Paul Roisen, Sioux City, lA; 

PS: Phil Swanson, Omaha; 

PWB: Patty Waits Beasley, Corpus Christi, TX; 

RD: Roger Dietrich, Yankton, SD; 

RE: Rick Eades, Lincoln; 

RG: Ruth Green, Bellevue; 

RH: Robin Harding, Gibbon; 

RS: Rick Schmid, Bellevue; 

RSg: Reuben Siegfried, Gering; 

RW: Rick Wright, Tucson, AZ; 

SA: Sue Amiotte, Chadron; 

SJ: Stephen Jones, Boulder, CO; 

SJD: Stephen J. Dinsmore, Ames, lA; 

ST: Scott Taylor, Lincoln; 

TH: Tyler Hicks, Valentine NWR; 

TJW: T.J. Walker, Brady; 

TM: Tracy Morfeld, Valley; 

TP: Theresa Pester, Walton; 

TS: Tom Stehn, Austwell, TX; 

UL: Urban Lehner, Omaha; 

WM: Wayne Mollhoff, Ashland; 

WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, lA. 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Greater White-fronted Goose: As expected, best counts were early, notably the 
1845 in Lancaster Co 3 Mar (LE). Last flock was the 86 at Hastings 10 
Apr (PD). A good Panhandle count, where the species is rare, was the 53 
at Winters Creek L 11 Mar (KD); “a few” were there 18 Mar (KD) and a 
straggler remained on 16 May (SJD). 

Snow Goose: Again, best counts were early, an excellent 300,000 estimated at 
Harvard Marsh 8 Mar (PD). Some 100,000 were still there 29 Mar (EV). 
Few were reported after Mar, the latest one at Burchard L 7-14 May 
(WRS,SJD) and 2 in Nuckolls Co 14 May (SJD). The 40,000 at BOL 3 
Mar was unusual there (LE). 

Ross’s Goose: Best counts were an excellent 430 at Straightwater WMA, Seward 
Co, 25 Mar (JGJ) and a fewer-than-expected 125 in the Grand Island area 
19 Mar (PEL). An unexpected straggler, seemingly uninjured, was at 
Powder Creek Res, Dixon Co, 11-21 May (LE, BFH, JJ, m. ob.). A neck- 
collared bird in Gage Co 4 Mar was from Nunavut (SJD). 
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Canada Goose: Peak central Platte Valley counts are in early Mar, but none were 
received. Best was only 1150 at Smith L 16 Mar (SJ). Earliest nest was 
near North Platte 26 Mar (TJW). 

Cackling Goose: Best count was a record “thousands” near Lexington 28 Mar, 
where they “far outnumbered Canada Geese” (RW). Elsewhere, best was 
the 390 in Lancaster Co 3 Mar (LE). One at Berggren Pond, Scotts Bluff 
Co, 31 May (AK) was rather late. 

Egyptian Goose: Singles were noted in Merrick Co 11 Mar (LR,RH) and at 
Elkhom 29 Mar (TM, photo). These sightings add to a few others in recent 
years, but are almost certainly escaped birds. 

Trumpeter Swan: Unexpected was an adult apparently finishing the winter at a 
pond at North Platte through 16 Mar (TJW); on that date 2 immatures 
appeared at Cody Park, North Platte (TJW). Also unusual was an 
immature at Chilibaba Pond 13 May (AK). Several nesting pairs were on 
Valentine NWR by 25 May (TH), and 3 pairs, 2 with young, were in 
Grant Co 28 May (LR,RH). 

Wood Duck: Earliest were found 9 Mar: 2 in Otoe Co (L&CF) and a male in 
Stanton Co (JJ). First brood reported was near Orleans 31 May (G&WH). 

Gadwall: A hybrid with Mallard (“Brewer’s Duck”) was seen 30 Mar in the eastern 
RWB (JGJ). There is one previous report, also in the eastern RWB, 14 
Apr 2001 (JGJ). 

Eurasian Wigeon: A male and possible female were at Chilibaba Pond 18 Mar 
(KD; photo). This is the 25th spring record (30th overall); 18 of the spring 
reports are in the period 10 Mar-10 Apr. 

American Wigeon; Routine reports. 

Mallard: Routine reports. 

Blue-winged Teal: Earliest were 3 at PL 3 Mar (LE), although one arrived record 
early by 4 days 24 Feb (see Winter Report). 

Cinnamon Teal: Earliest were singles at Red Cloud SL 1 Apr (DH) and at Kiowa 
the same day (AK). Good numbers were reported, some 60+, including 2 
males as far east as PL 5 May (LE) and another at Twin Lakes WMA, 
Seward Co, 13 May (LR,RH). 

Northern Shoveler: Two broods of 12 and 3 young were seen at Scottsbluff SL 31 
May (P&DD), apparently a rather early date for this species in Nebraska. 

Northern Pintail; Routine reports. 

Green-winged Teal: Routine reports. 

Canvasback: There is a small breeding population in the Sandhills; a male was at 
Crescent L, Garden Co, 28 May (LR,RH). Stragglers south of the breeding 
range were 4 females at LO 16 May (SJD), a male at Scottsbluff SL the 
same day (SJD), and a male at Rock Creek L 5 May (TJW). 

Redhead: Singles were a bit tardy in Dixon Co 20 May (G&WH) and Seward Co 
26 May (LE). Breeding is unknown in these areas of the state. 

Ring-necked Duck: Good numbers, some 700, were noted between Grand Island 
and Kearney 22 Mar (PEL). 

Greater Scaup: Only about 50 were reported, 24 of these at GPD 22 Mar (RW). 
Last was a rather late bird at Memphis SL 14 May (CNK); this ties the 4th 
latest spring date. 

Lesser Scaup: Routine reports. 

Harlequin Duck: The cooperative young male first seen 27 Feb remained in 
essentially the same spot at the intake above GPD (in Cedar Co) through 7 
May (D&CN, m, ob.; photos). This is the 8th record for the state, but 
only the 4th documented, and first for spring. The 3 additional 
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documented records include 2 in Nov, and the other, taken by a hunter, is 
also likely a fall date. 

Long-tailed Duck: An adult male in the HCR area in Jan and Feb was likely the 
same bird seen on the lake 3 and 8 Mar (SJD,PD). One present above GPD 
for a while, but generally sticking to South Dakota waters, was intercepted 
as it entered Nebraska waters 25 Mar (MB). 

Bufflehead; One at Memphis SL 23 May (L&BP) was tardy. 

Common Goldeneye: The 111 at BOL 3 Mar (LE) was a good count at a non¬ 
wintering location. One in Saline Co 28 Apr (LE) was a bit late. 

Barrow’s Goldeneye: There were two reports. A single at North Platte 28 Mar was 
east of the usual wintering areas in the North Platte Valley (TJW), and a 
female was found at BOL 10 Apr (RE; details). These are only the 10th 
and 11th spring records (not including wintering birds); most (8) such 
records are, interestingly, from eastern Nebraska. 

Hooded Merganser: Best count was an excellent peak of 39 at Lake Yankton, Cedar 
Co, 5 Mar (JJ). There are virtually no breeding records for the state, and so 
the presence of an adult male 5 Apr (L&BP) and a pair 16 Apr (L&BP) in 
suitable habitat at FF was of interest. The pair was joined by a 2nd-year 
male 29 Apr (RS). An odd hybrid, thought to be a Hooded X Red-breasted 
Merganser, was photographed at Buckskin Hills 13 Apr (BFH). 

Common Merganser: An excellent count was the 3400 at HCR 3 Mar (SJD). Last 
high number was the 200 at BOL 28 Mar (JGJ), but 2 females were rather 
late at LO 15 May (SJD). 

Red-breasted Merganser: Although there were few reports, good counts were the 60 
at Lake Yankton, Cedar Co, 18 Mar (RD) and 47 at BOL 24 Mar (JGJ). 

Ruddy Duck: Routine reports. 

Chukar: One was in the observer’s yard near Sidney 1 Apr (AS). Chukars are often 
released by hunters for dog and hunter training, and in the Panhandle and 
southwest habitat a feral population might become established from such 
released birds. Observers are encouraged to report sightings. Of interest 
were reports I received that around Nunn, Colorado, breeding occurred in 
fall 2005 among the small group of about 7 escapees there (GL); there was 
a “flock” at Tamarack Ranch, Logan Co, Colorado in fall 2005 (HA); and 
a pair was in a Greeley neighborhood this spring (JF). 

Gray Partridge: One in Thurston Co 29 Apr was the first seen by the observer in 
that area in 4-5 years (JJ). 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Routine reports. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Good numbers were found in the Tryon area 21 Apr; a total 
of 74, including 36 on one lek, were reported (TJW). A nest with 11 eggs 
was found in a clump of yucca plants near Bassett 8 May (CH). 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: This species continues to be conspicuous in the eastern 
RWB. As many as 30 birds were at the North Hultine WPA, Clay Co, lek 
17 Mar and 7 and 14 Apr (JGJ), and 11 were at a lek at Rauscher WPA, 
Fillmore Co, 17 Mar (JGJ). North Hultine appears to have 2 leks; 17 birds 
were at the second site 21 Mar (EV). At Harvard Marsh, 7 were noted 17 
and 22 Apr (PD), and 2 were at Moger 14 Apr (JGJ,JPM). Farther west, at 
Gleason WPA, Kearney Co, two leks were found in the area this spring 
(LR,RH). At known easterly sites, 17 birds were using two leks at 
Buckskin Hills 15 Apr (BFH), and 3-5 were at SCP during the period 
(KP). Unexpected was a lek in Cass Co that had 4 birds 13 Apr (KF,ST). 
In the core Sandhills range, large numbers were found in McPherson Co 3 
Apr, with some 60 leks located in a 20-mile route (TJW), and 8 leks in the 
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Tryon area had 65 males and a total of 78 birds 21 Apr (TJW). Additional 
high counts were 80 in the Seneca area 27 Mar (RW) and 70 in north- 
central cos 9 Mar (JJ). 

Wild Turkey: “Hundreds'” were present in the cedar canyons of se. Lincoln Co 4 
Apr (TJW), but more surprising was one in the heart of Omaha, at 52nd 
and Center, 6 Apr (DP). This species has become very common 
throughout the state in recent years. 

Northern Bobwhite: Northerly was a covey of 15 near Halsey 27 Mar (RW), and 
westerly, where this species is fairly common along the North Platte 
Valley, 4 were in the observer’s yard near Mitchell 20 Mar (KD). Also 6 
were near North Platte 24 May (TJW). 

Pacific Loon: One of few reports of this species in recent years was of a basic- 
plumaged bird at LO 25 Apr (JGJ). 

Common Loon: Only about 15 migrants were reported, those statewide 1 Apr (JGJ) 
through 13 May (fide CM,EV). At LO, 1-2 basic-plumaged birds 19-27 
May (DF) were probably attempting to summer; another at Valentine 
NWR 20 May (TH) was probably like-minded. 

Pied-billed Grebe; Routine reports. 

Horned Grebe: Only 10 were reported, statewide, 10 Mar (LE), rather early, 
through 11 Apr (CS,CoS, fide KD). 

Eared Grebe; Third-earliest ever were 8 at HCR 8 Mar (PD). 

Western Grebe: Another early grebe, 4th-earliest ever, was one at Smith L 19 Mar 
(SJ). Best count was a disappointing 629 at LM 15 May (SJD), although 
“hundreds, possibly thousands” were there 21 Apr (TJW); spring high 
counts are in the 10,000+ range. There are few known nesting locations in 
the state, and so of interest was one at the west end of HCR 14 May where 
the habitat “looked good for nesting” (SJD). None were reported from 
eastern Nebraska. 

Clark’s Grebe: About 12 were reported beginning 29 Apr (KD) from Valentine 
NWR westward; 6 of these were at LM 15 May (SJD). 

American White Pelican: Routine reports. 

Double-crested Cormorant: Three at HCR 11 Mar (G&WH) were rather early. At 
CLNWR 15 May, 93 were counted, and 43 nests were located (SJD). 

American Bittern; About 10 were found in the eastern RWB 14 Apr-6 May (JGJ, 
PD), probably migrants. The other reports (8 birds) were from Sandhills 
wetlands in late May (TH,LR,RH,SJ). 

Least Bittern: None were reported; early dates are around 1 May. 

Great Blue Heron: Rookeries were reported at HCR, 7 nests 11 Mar (G&WH), near 
Adams 11 Mar (D&JP), and in ne. Scotts Bluff Co 30 Apr, 37 nests with 
at least half active (KD). 

Great Egret: This species is rare in spring in the west, and so the appearance of 
singles at Chilibaba Pond 16 Apr (KD) and 8 May(AK) was of interest. 
These are only the 24th and 25th spring records for the Panhandle. 

Snowy Egret: Unlike the preceding species, Snowies are statewide migrants. 
However, only 5 were reported 26 Apr (TJW)-13 May (KD). 

Little Blue Heron: Only 3 were reported: an adult at Hastings 18 Apr, also seen a 
few days later (PD), an adult at Freeman Lakes 21 Apr (JGJ), and one in 
intermediate plumage at Hastings 6 May (PD). 

Cattle Egret: Only about 32 were reported; all from the eastern half of the state 18 
Apr (PD)-23 May(JG). 

Green Heron: Farthest northwestward, where less common, was one at Lewellen 19 
May (DF). 
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Black-crowned Night-Heron: An excellent count was the 55 in the eastern RWB 

21 May, including a flock of 44 flying over (JGJ). 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: Unusual in spring, an adult appeared at FF 7 Apr 

(EM), 2nd-earliest arrival date ever, and was seen again 13 May (EB). An 
immature (year-old?) was also there 29 May (AEK, photo). 

Glossy Ibis: Reports are increasing rapidly, even while observers are carefully 
checking for hybrid characteristics. It appears that the increase is real and 
recent, and may in fact constitute a range expansion. A simplified 
synopsis is as follows: when the first few individual Glossies showed up 
on the Great Plains in the 1990s, hybrids appeared to be as nmnerous as 
pure birds, but despite increasing numbers of “pure” Glossies in recent 
years, the number of hybrids hasn't apparently kept pace. This suggests 
that interbreeding between Glossy and White-faced is rare and only 
happened when there was a scarcity of either or both species. This spring 
at least 9 Glossies were reported. One was at Harvard Marsh 19 Apr (MS) 
and 5 were there, along with a possible hybrid with a reddish iris, 6 May 
(PD). Singles were at Oshkosh 3 May (JGJ,TJW), Hastings 13 May with 
16 White-faced Ibis (PD; photo), and at LM with 47 White-faced Ibis 15 
May (SJD). These 5 sightings add to the previous 8 records for a total of 
13. 

White-faced Ibis: Excellent numbers were reported statewide, including a record 
tally of 300 in the Oshkosh area and “as many” in the Antioch area 3 May 
(TJW), 47 at LM 15 May (SJD), and 46 in the eastern RWB 17 Apr (JGJ). 
Arrival was rather early, with 2 at Harvard Marsh 8 Apr (RE), a new early 
date by one day; 5 more had arrived there by 10 Apr (PD). 

Turkey Vulture: Earliest were two rather early at Bellevue 6 Mar (L&BP). Earliest 
dates are at the end of Feb. 

Osprey: Excellent counts were the 7 at PL 26 Apr (LE) and 5 at HCR 30 Apr 
(G&WH). A lone bird started a nest on a power pole at Powder Creek Res, 
Dixon Co, 13 May, but the brief and fruitless effort ended with the 
placement of a mere two sticks (JJ). 

Mississippi Kite: Of interest was one over Alma 29 May (G&WH); a single was 
seen near Orleans, a few miles west, last spring. At the regular summer 
site at Ogallala, 2 appeared 15 May (SJD), and as many as 5 were present 
27 May (DF). 

Bald Eagle: Joel Jorgensen, Nebraska Game and Parks, provided an interesting 
summary of breeding since the first nest was found in 1991 in Douglas 
Co. Through 2005, 376 young have fledged from 218 nesting attempts in 
53 Nebraska counties. Of 71 nests monitored in 2005, 66 young were 
fledged from the 37 occupied nests. 

Northern Harrier: A female was carrying nest material at Kiowa 29 May, while 
being watched by her lazy mate (KD). This may have been a re-nesting at 
this date. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: One in Dixon Co 20 May (BFH) was a bit tardy, possibly 
an immature. 

Cooper’s Hawk: For the 2nd year in a row at the location, a pair was building a 
nest on the same day, 25 Mar, in the observers’ Bellevue yard (L&BP). 

Northern Goshawk: The only report was of a flyover at FF 1 Apr (CNK). 

Red-shouldered Hawk: The only sightings in the FF area were 15 Apr (CNK) and 

22 Apr (AR). No breeding activity was reported. Unexpected was an adult 
far to the north near Creighton 27 Apr, only the 2nd Knox Co record 
(MB). 
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Broad-winged Hawk: Only about 16 were reported, including surprisingly far west 
reports of 2 in the Wildcat Hills, Scotts Bluff Co, 30 Apr (KD) and one at 
Ash Hollow 15 May (SJD). There are about 20 Panhandle reports for 
spring. One at Ponca SP 21 May may attempt to summer there (BFH). 

Swainson’s Hawk: One in Elm Creek was rather early 25 Mar (MA); next to arrive 
were singles in Hitchcock and Dundy Cos 5 Apr (TJW) and at FF, also 5 
Apr (L&BP). Arrival dates for this species are controversial; while 25 Mar 
for Nebraska seems very early, Robbins and Easterla cite early dates 14 and 
18 Mar for Missouri, and Andrews and Righter show arrival in Colorado 
in early Mar. Best counts were from the eastern RWB; a record spring tally 
of 155 birds were in a field being worked 21 Apr (JGJ) and 71 were in the 
eastern RWB 17 Apr (JGJ). Spring concentrations are generally smaller 
than in fall, and are usually associated with agricultural fieldwork. 

Red-tailed Hawk: Last harlani to leave was over Bellevue 8 Apr (CNK); latest 
dates are mid-Apr. Nestlings were being fed in Sarpy Co 26 Apr (JWH), 
and a nest initiated in Feb at HCR fledged 3 young by 13 May (G&WH), 
the latter somewhat early. 

Ferruginous Hawk: Rare in the eastern half of the state, 2 were reported: a “light 
adult” was in Butler Co 5 May (LE) and another was found in Kearney Co 
1 May (RG,EV). Documented records in the eastern part of the state are 
few. 

Rough-legged Hawk: One in Hall Co 13 May (fide CM; no details) was rather late. 

Golden Eagle: A nest in the Wildcat Hills had at least one nestling 13 May (CG), 
about on time. 

American Kestrel: Routine reports. 

Merlin; One at Ponca SP 20 May (BFH) was rather late; most depart by late Apr. A 
female identified as subspecies richardsoni was in Dixon Co 26 Mar 
(SJD); this is the wintering subspecies in Nebraska. 

Prairie Falcon: Easternmost was one at Harvard Marsh 29 Mar (EV). 

Peregrine Falcon: Most Nebraska birds are migrants, although “city birds” in 
Omaha and Lincoln appear to winter in those cities. One at Carter L, 
Omaha, 24 Mar (RW) could have been one of the Omaha pair, but one at 
Grand Island 25 Mar (EV) was probably an early migrant. Earliest 
otherwise was one in Clay Co 7 Apr (JGJ), and last was one near 
Creighton 19 May (LR,RH). The pair at the Capitol Building in Lincoln 
began nesting activity 31 Mar, 4 eggs were present 11 Apr, and the chicks 
hatched 19 May (JGJ). 

Virginia Rail; Routine reports. 

Sora: Routine reports. 

American Coot: Routine reports. 

Sandhill Crane: The usual large numbers were reported in the central Platte Valley 
in Mar, including 200,000 on 10 Mar (L&CF). There were good numbers 
westward as well, with “tens of thousands” between Sutherland and North 
Platte 3 Apr (TJ^ and “several hundred” near Bridgeport 16 Mar (AD). 
The 150-300 at Winters Creek L were considered “surprising” (KD); few 
occur there in spring. Rare in the east, singles were in Washington Co 3-4 
May (JT,JSt,CNK) and Dixon Co 20 May (UL). Last apparent migrants 
were the 14 rather late at CCM 15 May (SJD). Likely a resident pair of 
“Greaters” was in Clay Co 3 Apr (JGJ), and another “Greatef ’ was near 
North Platte 16 May (TJW). Such late “Greaters” bear watching, as this is 
the southerly-breeding subspecies. 
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Common Crane: One was reported in a large group of roosting Sandhill Cranes near 
Rowe Sanctuary 17 Mar (KB, details). The description appears to rule out 
the possibility that the bird was one of the hybrids seen in 2000 (LB). 
The bird was not reported again. 

Whooping Crane: A single that appeared 11 Mar on the central Platte River (fide 
PWB) apparently was the same bird that wintered with Sandhill Cranes in 
south Texas; it likely has never visited Aransas (TS). Two unassociated 
singles were present 24 Mar (TS), and subsequently a family group of 3 
and a pair passed through around 1 Apr (TS). Thus a total of 7 birds was 
confirmed in the central Platte Valley, at least one of which was still 
present 3 Apr (RE) and 7 Apr (MA). Additional sightings away fi-om the 
Platte River Valley included 4 birds near Creighton 12 Apr (MB) and 2 in 
Rock Co 22 Apr (CH). 

Black-bellied Plover: Good numbers passed through 21 Apr (JGJ)-20 May 
(BFH,L&BP), with best count an excellent 165 at Freeman Lakes 19 May 
(JGJ). 

American Golden-Plover: This was a “great yeaf ’ for this species; the 544 in one 
field near Utica 14 May provided a record single-location count for the 
eastern RWB (JGJ), soon to be eclipsed by the 714 near Freeman Lakes 
the next day (JGJ). An additional 800+ were reported, including 232 at 
Freeman Lakes 22 Apr (MB). All but 2 birds were found in the eastern 
RWB. 

Snowy Plover: This species was difficult to locate at LM; only one was found 15 
May (SJD). Elsewhere, there were several reports, a good showing. 
Unexpected were two Sandhills reports, one in the central Sandhills 9 
May, the 3rd “Sandhills lake” record (JED), and the first record for 
Antelope Co, one on 11 May (MB, details). The only others were singles 
at Flarvard Marsh 13 May (PD) and in Hall Co 13 May (fide CM, no 
details). 

Semipalmated Plover: The draining of Cunningham L provided something that 
appealed to this species; a record count of 300 was made there 12 May 
(CNK), with 100+ present 10-14 May (L&BP,LE,EW). Of interest were 4 
inserting themselves into the “dry ag field” guild in the eastern RWB 15 
May (JGJ). 

Piping Plover: As might be expected, most were at LM, 38 on 15 May (SJD), but 
migrants were widely reported, earliest 12 Apr (D&JP). One was at L 
Minatare at last year’s nest location 30 Apr (KD). Also of interest were 3 
at 2 locations in the central and western Sandhills 7-9 May, including a 
pair “acting broody” (JED), and one at CLNWR 15 May (SJD). Breeding 
is rare in the Sandhills. As many as 16 were noted at the new Elk Point 
Bend WMA, Dixon Co, 20 May (BFH, m .ob.), presxmiably birds forced 
from the nearby Missouri River due to the concurrent “spring rise” 
activated by the Corps of Engineers as part of the river management plan. 

Killdeer: An excellent tally of 231 in Lancaster Co 19 Mar (LE) resulted fi’om snow 
forcing birds to roadsides. 

Mountain Plover: Most of us are happy to locate numbers like the 2-7 reported in 
sw. Kimball Co 25 Apr-16 May (JGJ,KD,CG,SJD), but the number of 
plovers actually present is surprising; 65 nests were monitored (and 
achieved good success) this spring by a cooperative project between 
farmers, Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory and Nebraska Game and Parks 
(fide JGJ). 
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Black-necked Stilt: Few were reported this spring, those that were were from 
regular w. Sandhills locations and from the eastern RWB, where singles 
were at North Lake Basin rather early on 21 Apr (JGJ), Harvard Marsh 6 
May (PD), and an injured bird at Kirkpatrick Basin South WMA, York 
Co, 10-12 May (JGJ). 

American Avocet: A record spring count was the 221 in Lancaster Co 12 Apr, 
including 150 at PL (LE), an easterly location for such a high count. 

Spotted Sandpiper: An excellent count was the 46 in Hall Co 13 May (fide CM). 

Solitary Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Greater Yellowlegs: A few singles arrived very early, including one record early near 
Ames 1 Mar (D&JP), another in Nuckolls Co 4 Mar (SJD), and one at 
Harvard Marsh 8 Mar (PD). Previous earliest dates were 3, 6, and 9 Mar. 

Willet: Peak numbers usually occur in late Apr; the best count, 28 at Harvard Marsh 
22 Apr (PD), fit the pattern. 

Lesser Yellowlegs: This species also arrived early, with one at Harvard Marsh 8 Mar 
(PD), 3 there 10 Mar (PD), and 2 in Saline Co 11 Mar (LE), comparing 
with previous earliest dates of 10, 13, and 14 Mar. 

Upland Sandpiper: This species was widely-reported in small numbers, except for 
a record spring tally of 70 at CLNWR 28 May (LR,RH), clearly a favored 
location. 

Whimbrel: The only report was of 2 near Creighton 19 May (LR,RH). 

Long-billed Curlew: Until 2003 there had been only 2 reports for the eastern RWB 
and none for 50+ years; now there are 8, an amazing 4 this spring:singles 
were in Hamilton Co 30 Mar (JGJ) and at Moger 3 Apr (JGJ), with 2 at 
the latter location 7 Apr (JGJ), and at Harvard Marsh 6 Apr (NW, fide 
PD). An older easterly recently-reported sighting was of one downed in a 
snowstorm in Albion 26 Mar 1983 (WM). Best count was of 11 in 
McPherson Co 21 Apr (TJW). Near the eastern edge of the breeding range 
were 2 in Brown Co 13 May (JED). 

Hudsonian Godwit: Numbers were far lower than last year’s, but reports were more 
widespread. Best counts were a moderate 50 at Fairmont SL 15 May 
(L&BP) and 48 at Burchard L 14 May (SJD). Uncommon westward, 2 
were in the central Sandhills 9 May (JED) and one was at Valentine NWR 
28 May (TH). Two at Hastings 7 Apr (PD) were the second-earliest on 
record. 

Marbled Godwit: Routine reports. 

Ruddy Turnstone: Generally a rare spring migrant, reports were numerous, 
including a high count of 21 at Freeman Lakes 18 May (JGJ). A total of 
about 37 were reported 12 May (JGJ) through 21 May (TJ^ from the 
eastern RWB eastward. 

Sanderling; Good numbers were reported statewide; best coimt was the 59 at LM 
15 May (SJD). 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: The drying Cunningham L provided habitat that hosted 
200 on 4 May (CNK), an unusual concentration in the east. 

Western Sandpiper: This species is a rare migrant statewide in spring, and so the 
24 or so reported 22 Apr (PD) through 20 May (TH) made for a good 
migration. Details were provided, however, only for an alternate bird at 
Burchard L 23 Apr (WRS), another at Cunningham L 4 May (CNK), and 
2, an alternate and a basic, at Valentine NWR 20 May (TH), a rather late 
date. 

Least Sandpiper: Another good count at Cunningham L was the 200 on 4 May 
(CNK); 106 were in Sheridan Co 15 May (SJD). 
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White-rumped Sandpiper: Rather early for this late migrant were 5 in both 
Lancaster and Gage Cos 28 Apr (LE), followed closely by 14 at 
Wehrspann L 30 Apr (JWH). 

Baird’s Sandpiper: Tying the 3rd-earliest date were one at Harvard Marsh 10 Mar 
(PD) and 4 in the eastern RWB the same day (JGJ). Excellent counts were 
the 900 at Harvard Marsh 17 Apr (PD) and 810 in the eastern RWB 14 
Mar (JGJ). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: Another 3rd-earliest date was provided by 2 at Harvard Marsh 
10 Mar (PD). 

Dunlin: Numbers were good this spring for this usually uncommon migrant, rarely 
reported away from the east. An excellent count was the 51 at Cunningham 
L 17 May (JT). Apr reports are few, and so 2 in Stanton Co 25 Apr 
(D&JP) were noteworthy. 

Stilt Sandpiper: Rather early was one at Harvard Marsh 22 Apr (PD) and a good 
count was the 717 at CCM 15 May (SJD). 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Six at Harvard Marsh 22 Apr (PD) were record early by a 
day. Good numbers were reported from the migration corridor in the 
eastern RWB, peaking on 20 May at a record 627, 522 of which were in 
two fields (JGJ). This is a bit late for such a high count; other good counts 
were in mid-May, as expected: 600 in the eastern RWB 14 May (JGJ) and 
321 in Antelope Co 15 May (MB), an excellent count for that location. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: This species is essentially a May migrant; there are very 
few Apr reports, the earliest of which is 25 Apr, and almost none are 
documented. Good numbers were noted in mid-May; it was considered 
“widespread” at that time (SJD). Peak counts were 54 at LM 15 May 
(SJD) and 53 at CCM the same day (SJD). 

Long-billed Dowitcher: Previous earliest date for this species was 16 Mar; this 
spring at least 6 different birds were reported at 3 locations prior to this 
date. One was at Wehrspann L 5-12 Mar (RE, CNK,L&BP), 3 were at 
Harvard Marsh 10 Mar (PD), and 2 were at Griess WPA, Fillmore Co, the 
same day (JGJ). 

Wilson’s Snipe: Migrants usually appear in mid-Mar, but wintering can occur 
almost anywhere. Thus sightings 7 Mar at Gibbon (LR,RH), 8-10 Mar (2- 
3) at Harvard Marsh (PD), and 9 Mar (4) at Burchard L ^R) would be 
eM’ly if indeed migrants. Winnowing is usually an indication of at least 
attempted breeding; a southeasterly instance was the 2 winnowing at Jack 
Sinn WMA, Lancaster Co, 11 Apr (JGJ). 

American Woodcock: The only reports were from an expected location, FF, 25 Mar 
(RW), and an unexpected but not unprecedented location as far west as 
Grand Island 20 Mar (EV). Small numbers have been reported as far west 
as the Kearney area in the Platte Valley. 

Wilson’s Phalarope: Best count was a 3rd-best ever 6550 at CLNWR 15 May 
(SJD); an excellent count for the eastern RWB was 2000, including 1200 
at North Lake Basin and 800 at Moger 12 May (JGJ). 

Red-necked Phalarope: Good numbers were reported from expected locations from 
the eastern RWB westward, including 388 at CLNWR 15 May (SJD), and 
165 in the Lakeside-Antioch area the same day (SJD). A record single site 
count for the eastern RWB was 37 at Moger 12 May (JGJ). Rare in the 
east, 9 were near Yutan 19 May (CNK). 

Franklin’s Gull: Two at BOL 3 Mar (LE) were a bit early. 

Bonaparte’s Gull: Routine reports. 
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Ring-billed Gull: The 7377 at BOL 10 Mar(LE) was a nice tally, but high spring 
counts are in the 19,000+ range, including 20,000 at BOL itself 24 Mar 
2001. 

California Gull: 1-2, including at least one adult, were in the LMarea 15-19 May 
(SJD,DF). Elsewhere, sightings away from LM are few; singles at 
CLNWR 13 May (fide AK) and in Scotts Bluff Co 18 Mar (AK), the latter 
rather early, were only the 16th and 17th such reports. 

Herring Gull: An excellent estimate of 1000 Omaha flyovers was made 23 Mar 
(EB). 

Thayer’s Gull: Only two were reported: an adult at Swanson Res 3 Mar (SJD) and 
a 2nd-year at BOL 12 Mar (JGJ). This species is only casual as a spring 
migrant. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: Now a regular but rare spring migrant statewide, two 
were reported: a juvenile was at HCR 3 Mar (SJD) and an adult tarried at 
BOL 11-24 Mar (JGJ,PEL). 

Glaucous Gull: Three juveniles were the only reports: one at Swanson Res 3 Mar 
(SJD) and two at HCR the same day (SJD). 

Least Tern: Some 13 were reported, all in the east except for the earliest, which 
was near Kearney 5 May (KS). 

Caspian Tern: Singles at LO 24 Apr (JGJ) and near Yankton on the Missouri River 
25 Apr (NE) were rather early. In all, about 8 were reported. 

Black Tern; Best count was 975 at HCR 14 May (SJD). 

Common Tern: More than usual were reported about 25, including an excellent 
count of 13 at L Minatare 16 May (SJD; details). One on the Missouri 
River near Yankton 10 May (NE) was rather early, as were 3 at North Lake 
Basin 12 May (JGJ). Earliest spring date is 9 May. 

Forster’s Tern: Routine reports. 

Rock Pigeon: Routine reports. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: Nest-building was underway 8 Apr in a spruce at 
Mitchell (KD). Of interest in the non-urban Sandhills was the first record 
for Valentine NWR, 25 May, a single (TH). 

White-winged Dove: The parade continues, with 3 more sightings this spring, 
including potential breeding. Singles were at Gering 4 Apr (RSg), 
possibly the bird seen there in Dec, at Cozad 11 May (TJW), and at 
Albion, where one was present from 23 Apr, and was singing and carrying 
nest material 25 May (D&CN). Breeding apparently occurred there last 
year. 

Mourning Dove: Rather early for the west was one in Scotts Bluff Co 11 Mar 
(KD). First nest-building reported was in Saunders Co 31 Mar (LE). 

Inca Dove: The wintering bird at Bellevue, Nebraska’s 5th, was last reported 19 Mar 
(CNK). 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: A record-early arrival was one heard in Otoe Co 16 Apr 
(LB); previous earliest was 24 Apr. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: There were only 3 reports: singles were in Butler Co 20 May 
(LE) and at ADF 21 May (L&CF), but 5, a record spring count, arrived in 
Otoe Co 31 May (L&CF), confirming this species’ late migration timing. 

Barn Owl: Rather early was one at Alma 30 Mar (G&WH). Consolidating a 
possible northeastward expansion in the breeding range (see nesting near 
Creighton in 2005) was one that had returned 23 May to a site at Ulysses 
where breeding evidence was obtained in 2005 (JG). 

Flammulated Owl: Highly tantalizing was a calling bird heard at Valentine NWR 
Headquarters 24 May by an observer experienced with the species (TH). 
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Unfortunately the calls were not taped nor was the bird seen, but this 
report is similar to the only other credible Nebraska report, a bird heard at 
Chadron SP, Dawes Co, 30 Jun 1978 by an observer familiar with the 
calls of this species and similar-sounding ones. This is a migratory species 
and there is a small breeding population in the Black Hills of South 
Dakota. 

Eastern Screech-Owl; Routine reports. 

Great Horned Owl; Large young were noted 20 Apr at Wehrspann L (CW) and in 
Cass Co 7 May (LE). 

Burrowing Owl; Sightings are becoming more frequent in the eastern RWB as 
grasslands improve in quality and extent; sightings were from Fillmore, 
Clay, Seward, and York Cos; a farmer carefully disked around the Seward 
Co birds, and the family group in Clay Co was associated with a prairie- 
dog town (JGJ). Best count was 10 at Prairie Dog WMA, Kearney Co, 4 
May (EV). Nesting was apparently initiated near Bassett by 16 Apr, where 
birds had been present for a week (CH). 

Barred Owl: Westerly reports were from Nuckolls Co 4 Mar and 6 May, where they 
were “seen daily” around the latter date (SJD,DE), and se. Fillmore Co 11 
Mar (LE). Records from Jefferson and Thayer Cos suggest that a 
population exists in the Little Blue River drainage, and the Nuckolls Co 
records indicate that the same applies to the eastern Republican Valley. 
The westward extent of the latter population would be of interest. One was 
using a nest box in w. Douglas Co 16 Apr (DSt). 

Long-eared Owl: Two flushed from a trail near Rowe Sanctuaiy 3 May (EV) were 
reluctant to leave the area 9 May (KS), and presumably were nesting. The 
only other reports were from Smith L 19 Mar and 30 May (SJ), where 
nesting has occurred in the past. Birds remaining after mid-Apr are likely 
to summer. 

Short-eared Owl: Only four were reported, all singles: 31 Mar Swanson Res (JSt), 
3 Apr in Lincoln Co sandhills (TJW), 11 May Kimball Co (AR), and 29 
May at Kiowa (KD). 

Common Nighthawk: Rather early were 13 at Buckskin Hills 13 Apr (PR); not far 
away, at South Sioux City, the first arrivals were “very late”, on 23 May 
(BFH). First in Omaha were reported 9 May (JT). 

Common Poorwill: Somewhat easterly were 2 in the cedar canyons of se. Lincoln 
Co 18 May (TJW); it would seem that the species should breed here with 
some regularity based on its distribution in Kansas, but documentation is 
needed. 

Chuck-will’s-widow: None were reported; arrival is in May. 

Whip-poor-will: The only report was of one at Ponca SP 19 May (KS). 

Chimney Swift: Two rather early at Brady 17 Apr were the first reported (TJW). 

White-throated Swift: One was in Scotts Bluff Co by 12 May (AK), a bit late for a 
first arrival. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird; A female appeared at feeders in Brady 19 May 
(TJW); a pair was there in 2004, although breeding was not noted at the 
time at this westerly location for the species. 

Hummingbird sp.: An unidentified hummingbird was at a Scottsbluff feeder 14 
May (fide AK); spring sightings are very rare in the west. Most likely 
species is probably Broad-tailed, even though the only documented spring 
record of a hummingbird in the Panhandle is of a Calliope; there are no 
Panhandle records of Ruby-throated for spring. 

Belted Kingfisher: Routine reports. 
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Red>headed Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: The only reports were of a single near Superior 4 Mar 
(SJD,DE), and a male at FF 14-16 Apr (L&BP). A few winter in se. 
Nebraska, and migrants pass through in Apr. 

Downy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Hairy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Northern Flicker: Last “Red-shafted” Flickers were reported fi'om Douglas Co 2 
Apr (TP) and Phelps Co 3 Apr (RE); a hybrid male was in Douglas Co 6 
Apr (TP). These dates are at the end of the easterly wintering period for 
these birds. 

Pileated Woodpecker: Reports were from the FF area through the period (m. ob.); 
no evidence of breeding was noted however. 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: Only 5 were reported, all in the east, first in Dixon Co 20 
May (BFH, m.ob.). 

Western Wood-Pewee: A good count was the 10 at Smith L 30 May (SJ). At the 
east edge of the summer range was one at LM 27 May (DF). 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: Earliest was one in Sarpy Co 9 May (CNK). 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: The only report was of one at Walnut Grove Park, 
Omaha, 21 May (JWH). 

Acadian Flycatcher: Four singles were reported in the southeast from 25 May 
(L&CF,JT,CNK,NR). 

Alder Flycatcher: About 9 of this late migrant were reported, also in the southeast, 
from 22 May (TP), including a good count of 4 at Neale Woods, Douglas 
Co, 26 May (JT). 

Willow Flycatcher: Routine reports. 

Least Flycatcher: One at Walnut Grove Park, Omaha, 29 Apr (RS) was a bit early, 
and the same park yielded a good count of 22 on 21 May (JWH). 

Hammond’s Flycatcher: Only the 4th documented spring record, one at CLNWR 
13 May was photographed (KD,AK). The 4 records are in the period 11-24 
May. 

Cordilleran Flycatcher: The only report was easterly: one was at Valentine NWR 
20 May (TH). This is the only report east of the Panhandle, and could be a 
bird of the “Western” complex that wintered in the eastern United States or 
even in Nebraska. 

Eastern Phoebe: Four birds arrived rather early on the same day, 11 Mar: one in 
Gage Co (D&JP), 2 in Fillmore Co (LE), and one at HCR (G&WH). 
Nestbuilding had begun in Dodge Co 15 Apr (TJW). 

Say’s Phoebe: Easterly was one in Hall Co 13 May (fide CM), not an unexpected 
location in spring. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: Earliest was rather early at ICSP 23 Apr (WRS). 

Cassin’s Kingbird: One of only 5 records east of the Panhandle in spring was a 
single at CLNWR 15 May (SJD, details). A good count was the 6 south 
of 1-80 Exit 1 in Kimball Co (SJD). 

Western Kingbird: An excellent count for the location was the 241 in Hall Co 13 
May (fide CM). 

Eastern Kingbird: Also in Hall Co 13 May, 269 were counted (fide CM). 

Northern Shrike: Last reported was a brownish immature in McPherson Co 3 Apr 
(TJW); most depart by mid-Apr. 

Loggerhead Shrike: A good count was the 15-20 in McPherson Co 21 Apr (TJW). 

Bell’s Vireo: Rather early for the westerly location was one at Ash Hollow 19 May 
(DF). A good count was the 13 in Seward Co 13 May (LR,RH). 
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Yellow-throated Vireo: A bit westerly was one at Verdigre 6 May (BFH). 

Plumbeous Vireo: The only report was of a migrant at Oliver Res 17 May (SJD). 

Blue-headed Vireo: Ten were reported, all in the east, 30 Apr (JWH) through 21 
May (EB). 

Warbling Vireo: Routine reports. 

Philadelphia Vireo: The only reports were of singles in Kearney Co 4 May 
(RG,EV) and Sarpy Co 13 May (fide CNK), and 3 in Hall Co 13 May 
(fide CM; no details). This species is rare away from the east, the Kearney 
and Hall Co reports are only the 9th and 10th. 

Red-eyed Vireo: An excellent count was the 34 at ICSP 14 May (SJD). One at 
Oxford 30 Apr (LR,RH) was a little early. 

Blue Jay: Routine reports. 

Pinyon Jay: None were reported. 

Black-billed Magpie: Concerns were expressed by central Nebraska observers about 
low numbers of magpies; only 2 were seen by a tour group over several 
days in late Mar (RW), and 4 in Harlan Co 7 Apr were the first seen there 
in 9 months (G&WH). Additional easterly reports were of 4 in Hall Co 13 
May (fide CM) and one in Thayer Co 14 May (SJD), where the species is 
rare. 

American Crow; As with magpies, numbers seemed low in central Nebraska; only 2 
were noted during a 4-day banding stint in Kearney Co in early May 
(RG,EV). Best count reported was a modest (by crow standards) 216 in 
Seward Co 26 Mar (LE). 

Horned Lark: Routine reports. 

Purple Martin: One at Ainsworth 13 May (JED) was at the west edge of the 
summer range in northern Nebraska. 

Tree Swallow; Routine reports. 

Violet-green Swallow: The only report was of 2 rather early in Scotts Bluff Co 30 
Apr(KD) 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: TTiree in Cass Co 2 Apr (TJW) were the 2nd- 
earliest on record, with 5 in Lancaster Co 7 Apr (LE) close behind. 

Bank Swallow: Routine reports. 

Cliff Swallow: Nestbuilding was underway rather early on 1 May in Scotts Bluff Co 
(KD). 

Barn Swallow: One in the observer’s Lincoln yard 22 Mar (LE) was only the 5th 
record in Mar for the species. Normal arrival is in early Apr; next reported 
this spring were 4 birds at 3 locations 9 Apr (L&CF, JPM,JGJ,JWH). A 
good count was the 349 in Hall Co 13 May (fide CM). 

Black-capped Chickadee: One was carrying nest material in Lancaster Co rather 
early 8 Apr (LE). 

Tufted Titmouse: One was singing “incessantly” at the Valentine NWR 
headquarters 25 May (CSp,TH). There are five similar reports in spring 
some distance north and west of the breeding range, suggesting limited 
movement at that time of year; such records appear to be increasing in the 
last 2-3 years. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: One in Lincoln 25 May (KP) was lingering rather late. 

White-breasted Nuthatch: Routine reports. 

Pygmy Nuthatch: One was using a hole in “The Snag” at Wildcat Hills NC 27 May 
(AK). Nesting has occurred in this piece of lumber before. 

Brown Creeper: Nesting has occurred at FF for several years; one was singing there 
14 Apr (L&BP). Recently, nesting has occurred at Neale Woods, 
Washington Co; a pair was nesting there 28 May (CNK). One at DeSoto 
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NWR, Washington Co, 2 May (RE) and 2 at Hormel Park, Fremont, (RE) 
may have been late migrants; nesting is not known at those locations, but 
is likely at either. 

Rock Wren: One near Benkelman 5 Apr (TJW) was the 2nd-earliest on record. An 
excellent count was the 35 in the canyons of se. Lincoln Co 12 May 
(TJW); this species has a decided liking for cut-banks there (TJW). 

Carolina Wren: This species is becoming common in southeast Nebraska and is 
expanding its range northwestward. Two at North Platte 23 Mar had been 
wintering there (TJW), but most significant were the 2 pairs at McCook 1 
May, one of which was carrying nest material (LR,RH). This is the 
westernmost nesting record for the state, although there were several 
sightings there in 2005 (LR,RH) and breeding may have occurred there 
then. Otherwise, reports were numerous in an area bounded by Webster, 
Clay, Seward, and Douglas Cos. 

House Wren: One at FF 8 Apr (RS) was rather early, as were 2 at L Maloney, 
Lincoln Co, 21 Apr (TJW); arrival is noticeably later westward. 

Winter Wren: 1-2 were found at FF 6 Mar (L&BP) through 24 Apr (AR); most 
were probably migrants, as overwintering is unusual even in the southeast. 
Another was at Wehrspann L 20 Apr (JWH). 

Sedge Wren: Migrants passed through the east about on time 26 Apr (LE) through 
20 May (JJ,JU). Few remain into Jun. 

Marsh Wren: A “very vocal” bird was at the North Platte Airport 15 Mar (TJW); it 
may have wintered in the area. “Unbelievable numbers and density” were 
noted in the western Sandhills 28 May (LR,RH), and 150 were estimated 
at Smith L 30 May (SJ); this is an abundant summering species in the 
Sandhills. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Defining the span of the migration period were singles at 
HCR 11 Mar (G&WH) and at Albion 10 May (D&CN). 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: One in a Scottsbluff yard beginning 1 Jan (see Winter 
Report) remained until 15 Mar (P&DD); there are only 8 other Dec-early 
Mar records for the Panhandle. One at HCR 11 Mar (G&WH) was rather 
early and may have wintered nearby. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: One at Platte River SP, Cass Co, 14 Apr (LE) was a bit 
early; first in the west was one in Carter Canyon, Scotts Bluff Co, 23 Apr 
(KD). One was on a nest in Scotts Bluff Co 27 May (AK). Both the 
western and eastern populations appear to be expanding; one was at Ash 
Hollow 27 May (DF), and in the east, one was as far west along the 
Republican River as Oxford 30 Apr (LR,RH). There has been a population 
in the Orleans area for some time. Continuing the increase in northward 
reports, 1-2 were in Dixon Co 12-21 May (JJ,JT,KS). The 9 in Nance Co 
5 May (LR,RH) indicates consolidation at the northwest edge of die 
eastern range. 

Eastern Bluebird: Peak movement is in mid- to late Mar; 200 were in Gage Co 11 
Mar (D&JP) and “hundreds” were in the se. Lincoln Co cedar canyons 29 
Mar (TJW). A nest at Ogallala had 2 eggs as early as 16 Apr, and 5 young 
had fledged by 25 May (CWH). Eggs had hatched at Plattsmouth by 27 
Apr (MS), and 34 young had fledged at ADF by 31 May (L&CF). 

Mountain Bluebird: Singles had returned to the breeding range in the Wildcat 
Hills, Scotts Bluff Co, 1 Mar (AK) and at Smith L 19 Mar (SJ). 

Townsend’s Solitaire: Easternmost was one rather late in Dakota Co 17 Apr (JJ); 
such occurrences are rare. Another was easterly in Seward Co 3 Mar (LE). 

Veery: Four were reported from the east 6-20 May (AR,GH,CNK,JT), about average. 
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Gray-cheeked Thrush: This was a good spring for this uncommon migrant, with 
about 12 reported 6-17 May, all in the east except for one as far west as 
CLNWR 15 May (SJD). There are about 30 Panhandle reports. 

Swainson’s Thrush: Excellent numbers were reported, with best counts 36 at 
CLNWR 15 May (SJD), and 25 in Hall Co 13 May (fide CM). Record 
early by 2 days was one in Bellevue 18 Apr (EB). 

Hermit Thrush: One very early in Nance Co 11 Mar (LR,RH) may have wintered 
in the area, and another at FF was also rather early 29 Mar (RW). Rather 
late were singles at FF 5 May (NF) and at ICSP 11 May (GH); primarily 
an Apr migrant, details should be provided for May reports. 

Wood Thrush: An excellent count was the 17 at ICSP 14 May (SJD,WRS). 

American Robin: “Thousands” were in the cedar canyons of se. Lincoln Co 29 Mar 
(TJW). 

Gray Catbird; An excellent count was the 98 in Hall Co 13 May (fide CM). 

Northern Mockingbird: Another southern species becoming more widely-reported, 
at least 15 were found, mostly in the southeast, but as far north as Mullen 
on 28 May (LR,RH). Earliest was one in Sarpy Co 9 Mar (CNK); a few 
winter. 

Brown Thrasher: Excellent counts were the 144 in Hall Co 13 May (fide CM), and 
a single-observer tally of 126 in extreme se. Nebraska 6 May (WRS). 

European Starling; Large flocks are less common in spring; thus a good count 
was 1000 in Gage Co 5 Mar (LE); the 3 top spring counts (all 1000!) are 
5-6 Mar. 

American Pipit: Tying the 2nd-earliest date were 3 at Harvard Marsh 10 Mar (PD); 
2 in Dixon Co 20 May (UL,MB) were rather late. 

Cedar Waxwing: Occasionally large flocks appear well into May, possibly long- 
range migrants; 250 were in Dixon Co 21 May (JJ), 130 in Butler Co 20 
May (LE), and 100 at North Platte 24 May (TJW^ 

Golden-winged Warbler: The 3 reported were about average: one in Douglas Co 9 
May (EW) and 2 at ICSP 14 May (SJD,WRS). 

Tennessee Warbler: Good numbers were reported as far west as Valentine NWR, 6 
on 20 May (TH), and at LO, 7 on 15 May (SJD). There are only 32 
Panhandle reports. 

Orange-crowned Warbler: Good numbers appeared statewide; best count was 30 at 
McCook 1 May (LR,RH). 

Nashville Warbler: Rare as far west as Valentine NWR, one was there 20 May 
(TH). About 20 were reported 5 May (SJD) through 21 May (JWH); best 
count was 6 at ICSP 14 May (SJD,WRS). 

Northern Parula: Northernmost was one at Ponca SP 20 May (MB); all others were 
found from Neale Woods southward in the Missouri Valley. First was at 
FF 12 Apr (L&BP), and the best count was 8 at ICSP 23 Apr (WRS). 

Yellow Warbler: One in Furnas Co 30 Apr (LR,RH) was a bit early for the westerly 
location, and the 130 in Hall Co 13 May (fide CM) was an excellent tally. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: Only two were reported, singles in Bellevue 17 May 
(L&BP) and at Ponca SP 20 May (JT). 

Magnolia Warbler: The 11 reported, all in the southeast 13 May (fide CNK) 
through 21 May (JWH), was a good showing. 

Cape May Warbler: TTie only report of this casual migrant was of one in the 
observer’s Blair yard 21 May (JJo). This is only the 17th spring record 
since 1982. 

Yellow-rumped (Audubon's) Warbler: The only report was of one at Sidney 
rather early on 17 Apr (AS). 
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Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: Good numbers were reported, including 50 as 
early as 11 Mar at HCR (G&WH) and “hundreds” at L Maloney, Lincoln 
Co, 21 Apr, all “Myrtles” (TJW). 

Black-throated Green Warbler: The only two reported were singles at FF 29 Apr 
(RS) and ICSP 14 May (SJD,WRS). 

Blackburnian Warbler: Only two were reported, one at Ponca SP 20 May (JT), 
and another far to the west at CLNWR 15 May (SJD), the latter 
surprisingly preceded by as many as 11 other Panhandle records. 

Yellow-throated Warbler; All but one of the reports were from Neale Woods and 
FF; peak count was the 4 at FF 8 Apr (RS), which was also the 2nd- 
earliest date for this species. Unexpected by location and habitat was one at 
Hormel Park, Fremont, 10 Apr (RE), also rather early. 

Palm Warbler: Only about 11 were reported, all from the east, 27 Apr (JWH) 
through 21 May (JWH). 

Bay-breasted Warbler: Generally rare in spring, only 3 were reported. Singles were 
in Lincoln 18 May (LE) and at Ponca SP 20 May (DH,BFH). The third 
was westerly at Valentine NWR 20 May (TH), and is only about the 10th 
spring report from central and western Nebraska. 

Blackpoll Warbler: This species was widespread in good numbers this spring, 
beginning with one rather early at Ponca SP 25 Apr (NE), followed by “a 
great spring for the species in western Nebraska” with 37 counted in the 
Panhandle 15-16 May (SJD). 

Cerulean Warbler: Single males were noted at 4 locations, only one a new site; no 
females or indication of breeding were noted. Unexpected was a singing 
male at the Missouri River near Newcastle in Dixon Co 13 May (JJ). 
Others were a male at Hummel Park, Omaha 6 May (RS) though 25 May 
(CNK); one at ICSP 14 May (SJD,WRS); and one at Neale Woods, 
Washington Co, 28 May (CNK) at the same location it or another was 
found 2 years ago. 

Black-and-white Warbler: One at Sidney 17 Apr (AS) was record early for the 
Panhandle, where arrival dates are almost a month later than in the east. 

American Redstart: The 32 at ICSP 14 May (SJD,WRS) was an excellent count, 
and the 6 in and near the Panhandle 15-16 May (SJD) was a good westerly 
tally. 

Prothonotary Warbler: Regular only from FF south, at least one was at FF 
beginning 21 Apr (CS), 5th-earliest on record, and another was at ICSP 17 
May (L&CF). Most unexpected was one at the east end of LO 27 May 
(DF; details). Interestingly, 2 males and a female frequented this spot 17- 
24 May 1996 (JK). There are only 3 spring Panhandle records and 4 other 
records away from the east. 

Ovenbird: Two at ICSP 23 Apr (WRS) were 2nd-earliest on record and the 14 there 
14 May (SJD,WRS) was an excellent count. 

Northern Waterthrush: Best count was a moderate 8 at FF 13 May (EB). 

Louisiana Waterthrush: All reports, perhaps a total of 12 birds, were from 
expected locations in the southeast. Although normally an early arriver, 
one at South Bend 29 Mar (RW) was record early by one day. Best count 
was the 4 at Schramm SP 13 May (L&BP). Nests are rarely found, but 
one was seen in Mormon Hollow, FF, 18 May (EB). 

Kentucky Warbler: Singles were found in Otoe Co 3 and 16 May (L&CF), but the 
other reports were from ICSP, a stronghold for this species in Nebraska; 6 
were there 7 May (WRS) and a record 8 on 14 May (SJD,WRS). 
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Mourning Warbler: Only 4 were reported: singles at Memphis Lakes SRA, 
Saunders Co, 14 May (CNK) and Schramm SP 21 May (EB), and 2 at FF 
23 May (JT). 

MacGillivray’s Warbler: The only report was of 2 in the observer’s yard near 
Mitchell 14 May (KD). 

Common Yellowthroat: First was one about on time in Saline Co 28 Apr (LE). 

Hooded Warbler: The two reports seem to be about par for the course in recent 
springs, but both were pioneers in their own way: one, a male, was 
westerly at CLNWR 15 May (SJD), and the other record early at FF 8 Apr 
(EM,CNK). Panhandle reports are surprisingly numerous, this the 14th for 
spring, but the FF bird was record early by 13 days. 

Wilson’s Warbler: Surprisingly few were reported, only 10, from 10 May (AR) 
through 21 May (JWH), all in the east. 

Canada Warbler: None were reported. 

Yellow-breasted Chat: All reports were from the west; the easternmost reported 
only made it as far as Lincoln Co (TJW). 

Summer Tanager: Reports continue from several locations where this species was 
essentially absent until recently. Most surprising location was a first-year 
male at Buckskin Hills 20 May (JJ,D&JP). Other reports were of singles 
at FF 7 and 12 May (CNK,L&BP), one at Hummel Park, Omaha, 12 May 
(CNK), singles at Schramm SP 13 May (L&BP) and 21 May (EB), one 
in a Bellevue yard 25 May (L&BP), 3 at ICSP 14 and 17 May 
(SJD,WRS,L&CF), and a good count of 6 in se. Otoe Co 31 May 
(L&CF). 

Scarlet Tanager: All reports were from the east, beginning with a female at 
Hummel Park 2 May (JT). Best count was an excellent 8 at ICSP 14 May 
(SJD,WRS). 

Western Tanager: One was in a Mitchell yard 12 May (KD) as might be expected, 
but two others were somewhat easterly: a male at CCM 15 May (SJD) and 
another bird at North Platte 27 May (fide TJW). This species is rare away 
from the Panhandle. 

Green-tailed Towhee: The only report of this rare-but-regular migrant was from a 
Gering yard 4 May (RSg). 

Spotted Towhee: Departure from the southeast is complete by mid-May, and so 
singles in Sarpy Co 13 May (fide CNK) and Otoe Co 16 May (L&CF) 
were rather late. 

Eastern Towhee: Routine reports. 

American Tree Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Chipping Sparrow: The 542 in Hall Co 13 May (fide CM) was an excellent total. 

Clay-colored Sparrow: Best count was a moderate (for this species) 535 in Hall Co 
13 May (fide CM). 

Brewer’s Sparrow: Rarely reported (identified?) east of the Panhandle, one at LO 24 
Apr (JGJ) added to the few such records, most from Lincoln and Keith 
Cos. 

Field Sparrow: Singles in Douglas Co 29 Mar (TP) and 30 Mar (RW) were rather 
early. The 86 in Hall Co 13 May (fide CM) was a good count. 

Vesper Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Lark Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Lark Bunting: A few straggle eastward in spring; one was in Brown Co 13 May 
(JED), but less usual were one in Hall Co 13 May (fide CM) and 2 males 
in Wayne Co 25 May (JJ). “Hundreds” were in Kimball Co by 11 May 
(AR). 
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Savannah Sparrow: One at BOL 24 Mar (JGJ) was a little early. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: The 73 in Hall Co 13 May (fide CM) was a good count. 

Henslow’s Sparrow: There were only two reports: 4 were found in native 
Conservation Reserve Program grassland in Johnson Co 29 May (WRS), 
and one was reported in mid-May in Hall Co (fide CM; no details). 

Le Conte’s Sparrow: The only report was of one in Hall Co 13 May (fide CM). 

Nelson’s Sharp-tailed Sparrow: There are surprisingly few spring records for this 
species, possibly due to its late migration timing and difficulty of access 
to habitat. A singing bird at Valentine NWR 29 May (TH) adds to the 
limited knowledge of the extent of the migration corridor, being the 
westernmost spring record. 

Fox Sparrow: Early arrival dates were threatened by no fewer than 6 different 
singles arriving 4-5 Mar (SJD,LE,NE); earliest date is 2 Mar. 

Song Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: This species does not winter in Nebraska; early dates are in 
mid-Mar, although general arrival is in late Mar. Thus very early were one 
that remained in an Omaha yard 28 Feb-2 Mar (PS) and another near 
Wilcox 3 Mar (NE). 

Swamp Sparrow: One at Rock Creek 3 Mar (SJD) probably wintered there; 
migrants generally arrive in late Mar. 

White-throated Sparrow: Wintering occurs in the southeast, but farther west is 
rare; thus one near Wilcox 3 Mar (NE) and 3 in Nuckolls Co 4 Mar (SJD) 
may have been early migrants. This species is rare in the west, and so 
noteworthy were singles at LO 24 Apr (JGJ) and at CLNWR 15 May 
(SJD). 

White-crowned Sparrow: This species winters in southern and western Nebraska, 
but most leave the state in midwinter. Earliest report in the east was of one 
in Douglas Co 31 Mar (LE). May reports are common, but one at FF 31 
May (WM) was rather late. A good tally was the 219 in Hall Co 13 May 
(fide CM). 

Harris’s Sparrow: Rather rare in the west, one was in a Mitchell yard 20 Mar and 6 
Apr (KD), and another was at CLNWR 13 May (AK). 

Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: None were reported; migrants pass through the 
west. 

Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco: Most leave before May, and so 4 in Hall Co 13 
May (fide CM) and one at Ponca SP 20 May (JK) were rather late. 

Dark-eyed (Oregon and Pink-sided) Junco: Unusually high numbers of these 
forms were found in central Nebraska alongside snowbound roadsides in 
Mar; 40 Oregons were found 21 Mar when usually 2-3 are seen, and 3 
Pink-sideds were found 21-22 Mar, when usually only one at most is seen 
(PEL). Pink-sided is rare eastward. 

Dark-eyed (Gray-headed) Junco: Two were reported: a single at Crane Meadows 
NC, Hall Co, 15 Mar (JKi, fide PEL) and another at Alliance 17 Mar 
(CK). Despite some 45 reports of this form in Nebraska, there are only 
about 7 documented records. 

McCown’s Longspur: The 3 reports were from Kimball Co, including a moderate 
count of 75 on 25 Apr (JGJ). 

Lapland Longspur: Large numbers were brought to roadsides by heavy snow in 
central Nebraska in mid-Mar; 2500 were estimated near Grand Island 19 
Mar (PEL) and again in the eastern RWB 21 Mar (PEL). 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: None were reported; migration occurs late Mar-early 
Apr. 
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Snow Bunting: None were reported; departure is often complete by 1 Mar. 

Northern Cardinal: Two males at Bridgeport 12 May (KD) indicated continued 
range consolidation along the western North Platte Valley. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Not uncommon westerly during spring migration, there 
were these reports; a pair was at feeders at Shelton 7 May (MM), one was 
at Wilsonville 20 May (LO), 2 in a Brady yard 15 May were the 3rd in 4 
years there (TJW), and a male was at Valentine NWR 21 May (TH). 
Earliest was one in Bellevue 28 Apr (EB). 

Black-headed Grosbeak: The 10 in se. Lincoln Co 17 May (TJW) was a good 
count. 

Blue Grosbeak: Routine reports. 

Lazuli Bunting; One at Fort Kearny SHP, Kearney Co, 26 Apr (EH) was 2nd- 
earliest on record, followed closely by another in Scotts Bluff Co 30 Apr 
(KD). In recent years, reports eastward have become more numerous; prior 
to this year there were only 26 in all. Thus the 4 reports were surprising: a 
male at FF 10, 14, and 18 May (AR,EB), probably the same individual, 
one in Lincoln 21 May (LE), 2 in the observer’s sw. Dixon Co yard 24 
May (JJ), and two males photographed together in a Valley yard 26 May 
(TM). 

Indigo Bunting; Routine reports. 

Painted Bunting: Nebraska’s 10th documented record was of a 2nd-year male, 
bright green with some yellowish coloration, at Sacramento-Wilcox 
WMA, Phelps Co, 2 May (RG,EV). 

Dickcissel; Normally a late arriver westward, the first noted in that part of the state 
were “a few” in the North Platte area 23 May (TJW). A hint of things to 
come (see Summer Report) were higher numbers than usual in the north 
and west; they were said to be “everywhere” in Blaine Co 28 May 
(LR,RH). 

Bobolink: This species was widely-reported in good numbers, including 100 in 
Blaine Co 28 May (LR,RH) and 62 in Boone Co 7 May (LR,RH). 

Red-winged Biackbird: Females arrive later than males; a “general arrival” of 
females was noted in Sarpy and Cass Co 29 Mar (RW). Some 10,000 at 
North Platte 6 Mar (TJW) were probably migrant males. 

Eastern Meadowlark: Singing birds were first noted in the North Platte area 
(TJW); in the southeast, where numbers wintering, if any, are unknown, 
the first singing birds were noted in Johnson Co 5 Mar (LE). Pockets of 
this species occur in the Sandhills; reports were from CLNWR 13 May 
(AK), Brown Co 13 May (JED), as well as LO 19 May (DF). 

Western Meadowlark: Migrants had reached ne. Nebraska by 26 Mar, where 62 
were counted between Sioux City and Yankton, including one flock of 30 
(WRS). 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Routine reports. 

Rusty Blackbird: Apparently a species in some trouble nationally, all reports are 
significant; genders and ages, if known, should be reported. Generally a 
spring migrant in the eastern half of the state, about 32 were reported 5 
Mar (LE) through 14 Apr (L&BP). As far west as North Platte, 3 were 
found on 7 Mar (TJW), and at Alma, 2 were seen on 30 Mar (G&WH). 
Best count was 20 in Johnson Co 5 Mar (LE). 

Brewer’s Blackbird: The usual migrants were noted in central and western parts of 
the state, peaking in mid-Apr. Best count was an impressive 250 in the 
eastern RWB 21 Apr (JGJ). Rare further east, 3 were in Cass Co 25 Mar 
(RW). 
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Common Crackle: Two young had fledged from a Lincoln nest 16 May (NP), a 
little early. 

Great-tailed Crackle: Large numbers were reported during peak migration in Mar, 
as expected; best count was 200 at an elevator at Shickley 11 Mar (LE). 
One had made it as far ne. as Dakota Co by 26 Mar (BFH). A good count 
for the Panhandle was 35-40 in Scotts Bluff Co 11 Mar (KD). Two 
breeding colonies near North Platte contained about 50 birds in all 23 May 
(TJW), and about 15 birds were nesting near Alma by 15 May (SJD). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: A single male as far north as Dixon Co 3 Mar (JJ) was in 
a hurry; arrival in the south is in late Feb. 

Orchard Oriole: One in Omaha 29 Apr (JWH) was a little early. 

Baltimore Oriole: The 148 in Hall Co 13 May (fide CM) was a good count. One in 
Brady 27 Apr (TJW) was about a week early there (TJW). Rare in the 
Panhandle, one was in Scotts Bluff Co 27 May (AK), and another at 
Smith L 30 May (SJ). A “pure male” was at LO 27 May; no pure 
Bullock’s Orioles were found (DF). Following the report of a Scott’s 
Oriole (see that species) this spring, several observers noted sightings of 
yellow Baltimore Orioles, including photos. Carotenoids, pigments 
causing orange coloration, are diet-derived, and for some reason, orioles 
reaching our area must have experienced a deficit in food items containing 
carotenoids over the winter. 

Bullock's Oriole: No pure adults were found at LO 27 May, although a pure 
Baltimore was present (DF). 

Scott’s Oriole: A report was received of one in Saline Co 10 May (RE); some 
details were provided, most significantly an extension of black coloration 
into the breast area, but other features separating Scott’s from a yellow 
Baltimore Oriole (see that species) were not noted. If accepted by the NOU 
Records Committee, this would be Nebraska’s 7th report, but only the 
second acceptably documented. 

Brambling: A bird identified as a2nd-year male Brambling appeared at the Crane 
Meadows NC feeders 8 Apr (KS). It was seen by several people at the 
Center, but did not reappear the next day. If accepted by the NOU Records 
Committee, this would be the 2nd Nebraska record. 

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: None were reported; departure is in early Mar. 

Purple Finch: Only 6 were reported, after only a moderate winter for the species. 
Last were 2 in Bellevue 17 Apr (AR). 

House Finch: A nest with 4 eggs was found at Columbus 15 Apr (TJW). 

Red Crossbill: An apparent family group of 2 adults and 2 juveniles appeared at a 
Dawes Co feeder 6 Mar (SA); this species is a very early breeder in 
Nebraska. The only other reports were from Wildcat Hills NC, 1-4 birds 
on 5-27 May (KD,AK). 

Common Redpoll: None were reported; departure is in Mar. 

Pine Siskin: Reports were widespread, although numbers were generally low except 
for the 100+ at the feeders of the North Platte Experimental Station 23 
Mar (TJW). Last in the east were singles at Albion 9 May (D&CN) and in 
Hall Co 13 May (fide CM). Nesting occurs erratically away from the Pine 
Ridge and usually is initiated early; nest material was being gathered at 
Sidney 17 Apr, and a nest with 2 young was found there 14 May (AS). A 
pair was nest-building at Oliver Res 16 May (SJD), and nesting may have 
occurred at HCR, where at least one bird lingered until 30 May (G&WH). 

American Goldfinch: Routine reports. 

House Sparrow: Routine reports. 
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A Book-collector’s Guide to Roger Tory Peterson 


Paul A. Johnsgard 
School of Biological Sciences 
University of Nebraska - Lincoln 68588 
piohnsga@.unlserve.unl.edu 

One of the major disappointments of my youth was that I grew up without 
access to a real field guide to birds. My early years were spent in a small North 
Dakota village that lacked a library, and my only reference book on birds was a 
badly “tattered copy of a badly-illustrated 1912 book that my mother had grown up 
with, Chester A. Reed’s B/ri/s of Eastern North America. However, in 1939 a very 
kind aunt gave me a still-cherished copy of the Macmillan edition of Audubon’s 
Birds of America as a Christmas present. With its hundreds of wonderful color 
plates, I finally had a way of identifying many previously unrecognized birds. But as 
I was soon to discover, a bird artist and author by the name of Roger Tory Peterson 
was about to revolutionize the field guide world. I suspect that many of today’s 
birders were first introduced to birds and birding by a Peterson guide, so 1 thought 
that a summary of Peterson’s products might be of interest. 

Although the first edition of Roger Toiy Peterson’s landmark book, A Field 
Guide to the Birds, Giving Field Marks of all Species Found in Eastern North 
America had been published in 1934, only three years after my birth, I didn’t learn 
of its existence until I went away to college in the early 1950’s. By that time 
Peterson’s eastern guide was already available in a third edition (having first been 
revised in 1939, and again in 1947). During the 1950’s I bought almost every new 
Peterson field guide as soon as I learned of its availability, including Peterson’s 
western companion volume, A Field Guide to Western Birds. This book had been 
published in 1941, the first printing having a distinctive “1941” appearing on the 
title page, and the dust jacket (illustrated with woodpeckers and quails) has a $2.75 
price tag. This title was still in its first edition during the 1950’s, but by then the 
price had been raised to $3.75, and a more colorful jacket design of buntings and 
woodpeckers had been adopted. 

During this same period, Peterson, Guy Mountfort and P.A.D. Hollom 
collaborated to produce A Field Guide to the Birds of Britain and Europe. It was 
printed in London by Collins in 1954, and priced in the U.S. at $5.00. Swedish, 
Dutch, German and Swiss (in French) versions also appeared at about the same time. 
There were thirteen printings of the first English-language edition before a revised 
edition was published in 1966. A third edition appeared in 1974, and a fourth in 
1983. By the printing of the fourth edition, almost a million copies had been sold. 
Nearly a dozen foreign-language editions of this work have been published—their 
details would be a fit topic for some ornithological bibliophile to sort out. 

With the financial support of the Texas Game and Fish Commission, 
Peterson’s only single-state guide, A Field Guide to the Birds of Texas, was 
published in 1960. The first printing is so identified on the copyright page, and the 
book could be obtained only directly from the Texas Commission, for $3.00 
postpaid. It was revised in 1963 and distributed thereafter by Houghton Mifflin. It 
was most recently reprinted in 1999, and has a current retail price of $22.00. 
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A much-anticipated second edition of Peterson’s western field guide finally 
appeared in 1961, having a price of $4.95, and with new paintings and the Hawaiian 
Islands species added. The third edition of this volume (now jacket-titled Western 
Birds) was published in 1990, its final version. It was most recently reprinted in 
1998, and the paperback version is currently priced at $18.00. 

In 1973 Roger collaborated with Edward L. Chalif to produce A Field 
Guide to Mexican Birds. First printing copies are so identified on the copyright page 
and were initially priced at $8.95. Its jacket title was simplified in 1987 to Mexican 
Birds, but the text has remained unchanged, and it is currently priced at $22.00. 

In an effort to compete with the ever-increasing array of bird field guides, 
Peterson also extensively revised and enlarged his eastern field guide, publishing the 
fourth edition in 1980, with its jacket title being simplified to Eastern Birds in 
1987. Peterson’s fifth edition of his classic eastern field guide was published 
posthumously, in 2002, using a slightly larger page format (5 x 8.5”) than in earlier 
editions, and retailing currently at $22.00. 

Some recent permutations of the eastern field guide have included an 
oversized (6.7 x 10.6”) large-type version of the fourth edition, published in 1999 
and currently priced at $24.00. Some shortened and simplified versions of the 
Peterson guides for novice naturalists {Peterson First Guides) have been produced as 
well. The bird volume in this series was published in 1998, and is currently priced 
at $5.95. A children's coloring-book, A Field Guide to the Birds Coloring Book, 
was published in 1982, in collaboration with Peter Alden and John Sill. 

As a celebration of Roger Tory Peterson’s contributions to field 
identification, a near-facsimile reprint of the first edition of the eastern field guide 
was recently published by Houghton Mifflin. It may be easily distinguished from 
the actual first edition by its distinctive dust jacket, the rear jacket having a photo of 
Roger Petersen and a printed price tag of $18.95. Inside, a commemorative statement 
appears opposite the book’s title page. The color plates lack tissue guards, but the 
monochrome plates (showing the “dirty” swan and egrets) appear as they do in the 
first and second printings. 

Variant deluxe editions of the Peterson bird guides have also been 
published. In 1980 Houghton Mifflin published a full-leather-bound and author- 
signed fourth edition of the eastern guide. This limited edition consisted of 1,000 
numbered copies. In 1990 Houghton Mifflin produced a corresponding leather-bound 
version of the third edition of the western guide, with 2,000 signed and numbered 
copies, retailing at $125.00. 

Also in the 1980’s, “The Fiftieth Anniversary Edition” of all 48 of the 
then-available Peterson-series guides appeared. They were printed between 1984 
and1986 by the Easton Press, and were bound in full leather, with gilt edging. These 
“Collector’s Lifetime Edition” guides include the fourth edition of the eastern guide 
(1984), the third edition of the western guide (1984), the Mexican guide (1984), the 
second edition of the Texas guide (1985), and the fourth edition of the guide to 
Britain and European birds (1985). Some of these copies were author-signed. 

Finally, coffee-table versions of the artwork of both the eastern (fourth 
edition) and western (third edition) field guides include The Field Guide Art of 
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Roger Tory Peterson, published by Easton Press in 1990. These leather-bound and 
large-folio (11.5 x 17.4”) volumes have enlarged and unlabelled versions of his field 
guide plates, with matching captions printed on facing pages. Apparently all copies 
of this “Collector’s Edition” were signed by Peterson. A cloth-backed “First Trade 
Edition” was distributed by Houghton Mifflin in 1992, also signed by Peterson. 

Colkctibie Editiong .and Retail Values pf Pgt^rsQo’s gird Guides 

Only 2,000 copies of the first printing (“first state”) of Peterson’s eastern 
guide were printed and released in April of 1934. Three subsequent printing variants, 
or “states,” of the first edition were printed during the next five years. Each of these 
may be easily distinguished as follows.- 

First state: Publication date (1934) is printed on bottom of title page, all 
four color plates have tissue guards, “bob-pumper” misprint appears in index, and 
the Whistling Swan and White Egret illustrations opposite page 12 (egrets) and 18 
(Whistling Swan) have “dirty” gray plumages. 

Second state: No date on title page, tissue guards are present, “bob-pumper” 
in index has been corrected to “bog-pumper” (a vernacular name for the American 
Bittern), egrets and swan still have dirty plumages. 

Third state: No date on title page, tissue guards are present, clean swan and 

egrets. 


Fourth state: No date on title page, no tissue guards, clean swan and egrets. 
Of all these various titles and editions, the two earliest states of the first printing of 
the eastern guide are easily the most valuable, with first state copies recently being 
offered by book dealers at prices of $2,500 to $3,000. A copy of the almost equally 
rare second state version was recently offered at $2,500. The increasingly more 
common third and fourth state versions are valued substantially lower; a copy of the 
third state was recently advertised at about $500. So-called “late” first edition 
printings, presumably fourth state copies, have recently been offered by book dealers 
in the range of $150 to $675 (average of six, $275). 

None of the other subsequent Peterson field guide titles has attained a 
secondary-market value anywhere approaching these. The leather-bound special 
edition guides that were published by Easton Press in the mid-1980’s are often 
available fi-om used-book dealers for from $50 to $150 (average of six, $107). The 
similar signed and numbered editions of Peterson’s eastern and western guides that 
were published by Houghton Mifflin have recently been offered at prices ranging 
from $95 to $250 for the eastern guide (average of seven, $167), and from $60 to 
$145 for the western guide (average of eight, $102). 

The leather-bound and folio-sized Easton Press volumes of Peterson’s 
field guide art have also been offered recently by used-book dealers in the range of 
$200 to $300 (average of ten, $243) for the two-volume signed set. Single volumes 
of either title have recently ranged from $90 to $200 (average of six, $131). Cloth- 
bound folio-sized copies having the Houghton Mifflin imprint and Peterson’s 
signature likewise generally sell for $250 to $300 for the two-volume set, and $75 to 
$150 for single volumes. 
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First printings of the western bird guide’s first edition (which often go 
unrecognized since they are not obviously marked as such) generally sell at $50 to 
$60. First printings of later editions of the western guide (which are clearly 
identified) have been offered recently at $50 to $75 (second edition) and $44 to $70 
(third edition). Signed or inscribed copies of the easily identified first printing of the 
guide to Mexican birds have recently been offered by used-book dealers at prices 
fi-om $95 to $125. 

So-described first printing copies of the guide to the birds of Britain and 
Europe have recently been offered fix)m $20 (fair condition) to about $45.50, which 
seems a greatly imdervalued price range, but the first printing of this book must have 
been substantial. First-printings of the many foreign-language versions of this title 
were not researched by me, but might make an interesting and still-inexpensive 
collecting area. Likewise, the nearly contemporary 1946-1957 Audubon Bird Guide 
series, written by Richard H. Pough and illustrated by Don Eckelberry, is highly 
attractive, and copies can still rather easily be found. There are three separate 
volumes, covering small eastern land birds (1946), water and large land birds (1951) 
and western birds (1957). Their first printings (which for the 1946 volume is not 
clearly identified) so far have not significantly increased in cost among rare book 
dealers. 


Like nearly all books, first-printings of Peterson’s field guides are easily 
the most desirable for book-collectors to have, at least from the standpoint of later 
appreciation in value. Obviously, later versions are likely to contain more and better 
color plates, updated bird names and terminology, and sometimes increased species 
coverage. The leather-bound versions of the Peterson guides have not increased 
greatly in resale value from their original retail prices, and clearly were intended to 
remain on bookshelves rather than to be taken into the field. For most birders, the 
real value of any field guide is not what its future monetary worth might be, but 
rather how usefol it actually is as an aid to field identification of birds. In this 
regard, the Peterson guides have set the bar that others have tried to surpass for 
nearly 75 years. 


Annual Meeting at Ponca State Park 

The 107th Annual Meeting of the NOU was held in the new Missouri River 
Resource and Education Center in Ponca State Park on May 19-21. Although the 
weather ranged from hot and windy on Friday to steady rain on Saturday morning to 
cool and breezy on Sunday, the 80+ attendees accumulated a list of 159 species. 
Warbler diversity was disappointing, but shorebirds were abundant. 

On Friday evening, a program on the Galapagos Islands was presented by 
Dr. Paul Johnsgard, Linda Brown, Dr. Josef Kren and Allison Johnson. Each of the 
four recounted an aspect of their 2005 trip to the islands off the coast of Ecuador and 
accompanied their account with photos. 
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On Saturday evening, Dr. W. Ross Silcock spoke on hybridization of birds 
in Nebraska. A number of pairs of similar species (Rose-breasted and Black-headed 
Grosbeak, Baltimore and Bullock’s Oriole, Eastern and Western Meadowlark, 
Eastern and Spotted Towhee) meet on the plains. Ross presented current theories on 
their status as species. 

Field trips were led by Jan Johnson, Mark Brogie and Bill Huser in Ponca 
State Park, along the Missouri River, to Powder Creek and to Buckskin Hills. Josef 
Kren and Allison Johnson set up mist nets in the area between the Education Center 
and the river overlook and banded birds on the veranda of the Center. 
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NOU 2006 Annual Meeting - Ponca State Park 


Dixon Co. i Ponca S. P. 

Cedar Co. 


X 


Northern Waterthnish 

X 

X 


Common Yellowthroat 


X 


Wilson's Warbler 

X 


Summer Tanager 

X i 

X 


Scarlet Tanager 

X j 

X 


Spotted Towhee 

X i 

X 


Eastern Towhee 

X 

X 


Chipping Sparrow 

X 1 

X 


Clay-colored Sparrow 

X j 

X 


Field Sparrow 

X 

X 


Vesper Sparrow 

X I 

X 


Lark Sparrow 

X 1 


Savannah Sparrow 

X i 

X 


Grasshopper Sparrow 

X i 

X 


Song Sparrow 

X 


Lincoln's Sparrow 

1 X 


White-throated Sparrow 

X 1 

x* 


Harris's Sparrow 

X 1 

X 


White-crowned Sparrow 

X 


Dark-eyed Junco 

X 

X 


Northern Cardinal 

X 

X 


Rose-breasted Grosbeak 

X 1 

X 


Blue Grosbeak 

X j 

X 


Indigo Bunting 

X 1 

X 


Dickcissel 

X j 

X 


Bobolink 

X 

X 

X 

Red-winged Blackbird 

X 1 

X 


Eastern Meadowlark 

X 1 

X 


Western Meadowlark 

X 



Yellow-headed Blackbird 

X 

X 

X 

Common Grackle 

X 

X 


Brown-headed Cowbird 

X i 

X 


Orchard Oriole 

X i 

X 


Baltimore Oriole 

X I 

X 


House Finch 

X i 

X 


American Goldfinch 

X i 

X 

X 

House Sparrow 




136 

126 

6 





Total species: 159 
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2005 (17th) REPORT OF THE NOU RECORDS COMMITTEE 


Compiled by Mark A. Brogie (NOURC Chairperson) 
508 Seeley, Box 316 
Creighton, NE 68729 


The functions and methods of the Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union (NOU) 
Records Committee are described in its bylaws (NOU Records Committee 1986). 
The committee’s purpose is to provide a procedure for documenting unusual bird 
sightings and to establish a list of all documented birds for Nebraska. “The Official 
List of the Birds of Nebraska” was first published in 1988 (NOU Records 
Committee 1988) and has been updated two times (NOU Records Committee 1997, 
2004). 

The “Official List” has been appended fifteen times: (Mollhoff 1989; 
Grenon 1990, 1991; Gubanyi 1996a, 1996b, 1996c; Brogie 1997, 1998, 1999, 
2003, 2004, 2005; Jorgensen 2001, 2002, 2003). This report includes all accounts 
submitted during the calendar year of 2005 covering 21 records with accession 
numbers 1110-1130. 

All records mentioned here will be available to interested persons at the NOU 
archives at the University of Nebraska State Museum (UNSM), Lincoln, NE. 
Interested parties should contact the current NOU Librarian, whose address can be 
found in the latest issue of The Nebraska Bird Review (NBR). 

State List 

The American Ornithologists' Union Checklist of North American Birds, 
Seventh Edition (1998) and the Forty-first, Forty-second, Forty-third, Forty-fourth, 
Forty-fifth, and Forty-sixth Supplements to the American Ornithologists' Union 
(AOU, 1997, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005) contain many taxonomic changes 
affecting North American birds. The following summarizes all 2005 revisions by the 
AOU in regards to changes in scientific names and changes in assignments to 
Family and Order of species to the most recent published “The Official List of the 
Birds of Nebraska” (NBR 72: 108-126). 

Additionally, the list reflects changes in frequency of occurrence as 
determined by the NOU Records Committee, which reviewed records of bird 
occurrences in Nebraska for 1996-2005. Frequency of occurrence is indicated by the 
following terms (NOU Records Committee 1988): 

Regular - acceptably reported in 9-10 of the past 10 years 

Casual - acceptably reported in 4-7 of the past 10 years 

Accidental - acceptably reported in 0-2 of the past 10 years 

Extirpated - not acceptably reported in the past 50 years 

Extinct - no longer found alive anywhere in the world. 

The frequency of occurrence for any species that is acceptably reported in 3 
or 8 of the last 10 years is discussed by the committee and placed in a category felt 
most appropriate by the committee. 

With this report, the following changes are made to “The Official List of 
the Birds of Nebraska: 2003”. 
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Changes in Firmness of Data 

1. Glossy Ibis (Plegadis falcinellus) III to 1-P 

2. Costa’s Hummingbird {Calypte costae) III to 1-P 

Additional photos submitted (MU) of the 2001 Dawson County bird 
were voted on and accepted by the 2005 NOURC. 

Changes in Frequency of Occurrence 

1. Red Knot {Calidris canutus) Regular to Casual 

2. Great Black-backed Gull (Larus marinus) Casual to Regular 

3. Pileated Woodpecker {Dryocopus pileatus) Casual to Regular 

4. Scissor-tailed Flycatcher {Tyramus forficatus) Casual to Regular 

5. Cassin’s Vireo {Vireo cassinii) Casual to Regular 

6. Clark’s Nutcracker {Nucifraga columbiand) Casual to Regular 

7. Sprague’s Pipit (Anthus spragueif) Casual to Regular 

2005 Additions to State List 

No new additions in 2005; “The Official List of the Birds of Nebraska” stands at 
448 species. 

Criteria for Accepted Records 

For a record to be accepted, a minimum of six votes in favor are required 
with no more than one dissenting vote (NOU Records Committee 1986). Records 
in the following classes listed as accepted: 

I-S - a diagnostic, labeled specimen exists 

I-P - a diagnostic, labeled photograph or slide exists 

I-R - a diagnostic, labeled recording exists 

II - three or more independently written diagnostic documentations of 

the same bird exist 

III - one or two independently written diagnostic documentations of the 

same bird exist 

Each account of an accepted record includes a brief statement noting the 
species, class, date, location, and initial(s) of observers. 

Pre-2005 Records Accepted 

Black-headed Gull {Larus ridibundus) 

1. A basic adult was observed (Class III; SD) on Lake McConaughy, 

Keith Co., 19,21 December 2003. (3rd documented Nebraska record) 

Pine Grosbeak {Pinicola enucleator) 

1. A female was observed (Class III; JG) at Branched Oak Lake, Lancaster 
Co., 19 December 2004. 
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2005 Accepted Records 

Glossy Ibis {Plegadis falcinellus) 

1. One of two birds was photographed (Class 1-P; PD) at Harvard WPA, Clay 
Co., either 15 or 23 April 2005. 

Anhinga {Anhinga anhinga) 

1. A single flying bird was observed (Class III; BP,LP) at Indian Cave 
State Park, Richardson Co., 30 April 2005. 

White-tailed Kite {Elanus leucurus) 

1. An adult bird was observed (Class III; LE) at Branched Oak 

Lake, Lancaster Co., 17 April 2005. (4th documented Nebraska record) 

Ruff {Philomachus pugnax) 

1. A non-breeding “probably a male” plumaged bird was observed (Class III; 
JJ) at Ekchardt WPA, Clay Co., 26 March 2005. 

Laughing Gull {Lotus atricilla) 

1. An adult in alternate plumage was observed (Class III; MAB) below 
Gavin’s Point Dam, Cedar Co., 26 July 2005. 

Black-legged Kittiwake {Rissa tridactyta) 

1. A first-winter bird was observed (Class III; MAB) below 
Gavin’s Point Dam, Cedar Co., 06 December 2005. 

White-winged Dove {Zenaida asiatica) 

1. A photograph (Class 1-P; CN) of a bird in Albion, Boone Co., 20 June 
2005. This bird was found imder a large Pin Oak {Quercus palustris) 
after a strong storm, but later recovered and flew away. 

Age of bird strongly suggests Nebraska’s first nesting record for this 
species. 

2. An adult was photographed (Class 1-P; MAB) in Creighton, Knox Co., 

10 August 2005. 

3. An adult bird was observed (Class III; RH, LR) at Gering, 

Scotts Bluff Co., 17 December 2005. 

The NOURC no longer seeks documentation for this species. 

Calliope Hummingbird {Stellula calliope) 

1. A male was photographed (Class 1-P, KD) at Mitchell, Scotts Bluff 
Co., 21 July 2005. 

Pileated Woodpecker {Dryocopus pileatus) 

1. An adult male was photographed (Class 1-P, MB) in Fontenelle 
Forest, Sarpy Co., 30 May 2005. 

The NOURC no longer seeks documentation for this species. 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher {Tyrannus forficatus) 

1. An adult was photographed (Class 1-P; EB) south of Creighton, 

Antelope Co., 13 September 2005. 

The NOURC no longer seeks documentation for this species. 
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Varied Thrush {Ixoreus naevius) 

1. A male was photographed (Class 1-P, KD) at Wind Springs Ranch, 

Sioux Co., 10 September 2005. 

2. A male was photographed (Class 1-P, KD) at Scottsbluff, Scotts 

Bluff Co., 17 December 2005. 

White-winged Crossbill (Loxia leucoptera) 

1. A single female/juvenile was photographed (Class 1-P; CK) 
in Creighton, Knox Co., 05 July, 2005. 

The NOURC no longer seeks documentation for this species. 

2005 Records Filed Without Votes 

Bam Owl {lyto alba) 

1. A photograph (MAB) of one of at least four owlets foimd in a bam near 
Creighton, Knox Co., 08 October, 2005. 

Long-eared Owl (Asia otus) 

1. A photograph (LW via TJW) of two owlets just out of the nest near Parks, 

Dundy Co., 09 May 2005. 

2. A photograph (MAB) of one of two owlets just out of the nest near 

Bloomfield, Knox Co., 23 May 2005. 

Unaccepted Records 

Records in the following classes are considered unaccepted (NOU Records 
Committee 1986): 

IV - probably correct, but not beyond reasonable doubt 

V - a record with insufficient evidence to support the identification 

claimed 

VI - a probable released or escaped bird or mistaken identification 

Each account of an xmaccepted record includes a brief statement noting the 
species, class, date, location, and reasons for the committee’s failure to accept the 
record. 

2005 Unaccepted Records 

Black Skimmer {Rynchops niger) 

1. A written report of a single adult at Wagon Train Lake, 

Lancaster Co., 10 September, 2005. Although very suggestive, the 
description in this documentation lacked sufficient details for this 
species to be placed on the Official State List. 

2004 Records Withdrawn 

Acadian Flycatcher (Empidonax virescem) 

1. A 2003 record submitted to the NOURC in 2004; Accession # 1087 has been 
withdrawn by the reporter. 
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Hammond’s Flycatcher (Empidonax hammondii) 

1. A 2003 record submitted to the NOURC in 2004; Accession # 1088 has been 
withdrawn by the reporter. 
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SUMMER FIELD REPORT, June-July 2006 

compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, lA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 


INTRODUCTION 

Under “Old Business’", numbers of Black-capped Chickadees are beginning to 
recover, but several observers mentioned that American Crows and, most recently, 
Black-billed Magpies are still suffering lowered numbers. On the plus side, Scissor- 
tailed Flycatchers continue in increasing numbers, including a pair (or at least one of 
a pair) that returned to the same location where they nested successfully last year and 
succeeded again this year. 

And now “New Business”. Evidence came to hand that both Western and 
Clark’s Grebes may have suffered poor breeding success due to poor water conditions 
at traditional breeding sites. An intriguing observation on 28 Jul by Helen Hughson 
at Wind Springs Ranch of increased numbers of individuals unexpected at that date 
was attributed to the serious forest fires on the Pine Ridge some 50 miles to the 
north. Included were Red-eyed Vireo, Pinyon Jay, Yellow Warbler, and Western 
Tanager. Elsewhere, grassland birds showed some marked displacements, although 
most are quite well-adapted to undertake such movements as needed when grassland 
conditions change from year to year. A major westward movement of Dickcissels 
took place in spring and early summer, and young were raised by these birds, in 
contrast with the usual situation of westerly arrival in mid- to late summer, singing 
by males, no ^parent breeding, and departure a few weeks later. Lark buntings were 
noted in good numbers eastward. Sedge Wrens normally appear in large numbers in 
late Jul, and may breed then. Some evidence was obtained that Henslow’s Sparrows 
may do something similar but without the major north-south movement, merely 
moving from field to field as the season progresses, perhaps, however, for the same 
reasons Sedge Wrens (and other grassland species) undertake significant movements 
in mid- to late summer. 


ABBREVIATIONS 

BBS: Breeding Bird Survey; BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co; Cem: Cemetery; 
CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co; Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co; GPD: 
Gavin’s Point Dam, Cedar/Knox Cos; HCR: Harlan Co Res, Harlan Co; LM: L 
McConaughy, Keith Co; LO: L Ogallala, Keith Co; m.ob.: many observers; NC: 
Nature Center; NOURC: Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee; 
NWR: National Wildlife Refuge; PL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co; Res: Reservoir; 
RWB: eastern Rainwater Basin, southcentral and southeast Nebraska; SCP: Spring 
Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co; SHP: State Historical Park; SL: Sewage Lagoon(s); SP: 
State Park; WMA: (State) Wildlife Management Area; WPA: (Federal) Wat^owl 
Production Area; WSR: Wind Springs Ranch, Sioux Co. 
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GAZETTEER 

Ashford Scout Camp: Thurston Co; Chadron SP: Dawes Co; Fort Robinson SHP: 
Dawes/Sioux Cos; Kiowa WMA: Scotts Bluff Co; L Minatare: Scotts Bluff Co; 
Monroe Canyon: Sioux Co; North Lake Basin WMA: Seward Co; Oliver Res: 
Kimball Co; Platte River SP: Cass Co; Ponca SP: Dixon Co; Red Willow Res: 
Frontier Co; Schramm SP: Sarpy Co; Smith Lake WMA: Sheridan Co; Sowbelly 
Canyon: Sioux Co; Valentine NWR: Cherry Co; Wehrspann L: Sarpy Co; Wildcat 
Hills: Scotts Bluff-Banner Cos. 


OBSERVERS 

ADG: Alex DeGarmo, Greenwood; 

AH: Alice Heckman, Kearney; 

AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering; 

AR: Alice Rumery, Kearney; 

ARy; Allen Reyer, Bellevue; 

AS: Audrey Sterkel, Sidney; 

B&GC: Bev and George Canterbury, Omaha; 
BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City; 

BG: Bob Grier, Alliance; 

CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue; 

CW: Coiy Welsh, Council Bluffs, lA; 

CWH: C.W. Huntley, Ogallala; 

D&CN: Don & Colleen Noecker, Albion; 
DJN: D. Jeff Nichols, Boone, lA; 

DK: Dan Kim, Wood River; 

EB: Elliott Bedows, Bellevue; 

EM: Emily Munter, Alliance; 

G&WH: Glen & Wanda Hoge, Alma; 

GG: Greg Grove, University Park, PA; 

HKH: Helen K. Hughson, Mitchell; 

JC: John Carlini, Lincob; 

JED: James E. Ducey, Lincob; 

JG: Joe Gubanyi, Seward; 

JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincob; 

JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield; 

JM: John Murphy, Kearney; 

JP: Jerry Probst, Sioux City, lA; 

JSt: Jon Strong, Omaha; 

JWH: John W. Hall, Omaha; 

KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell; 

KJ: Karl Jungbluth, Boone, lA; 

KN: Kay Niyo, Evergreen, CO; 

KP: Kevin Poague, Lincoln; 

KS: Kent Skaggs, Kearney; 

L&BP: Loren and Babs Padelford, Bellevue; 
LE: Larry Einemann, Lbcob; 

LR: Lanny Randolph, Gibbon; 

MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton; 

ME: Mike Ellis, Omaha; 
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MUs: Moni Usasz, Lincoln; 

NF: Nelli Falzgraff, Omaha; 

NR: Neal Ratzlaff, Omaha; 

PD: Paul Dunbar, Hastings; 

RE: Rick Fades, Lincoln; 

RH: Robin Harding, Gibbon; 

RHa: Rick Hay, Oakland, I A; 

RHu: Robert Hughes, Chicago, IL; 

RS: Rick Schmid, Omaha; 

RW: Rick Wright, Cave Creek, AZ; 

SD: Scott Downes, Spokane, WA; 

SJ: Stephen Jones, Boulder, CO; 

SJD: Stephen J. Dinsmore, Ames, lA; 

SS: Shari Schwartz, Lincoln; 

TH: Tyler Hicks, Valentine; 

TJW: TJ. Walker, Brady; 

TP: Theresa Pester, Walton; 

WM: Wayne Mollhoff, Ashland; 

WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, lA. 

SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck: Nebraska’s 6th record was a single seen perched 
and in flight with Mallards at PL 16 Jun (LE); it did not stay long, 
however (MUs). 

Snow Goose: Among the usual single stragglers reported, 3 at PL 24 Jun (LE) was 
the best count. 

Canada Goose: Routine reports. 

Cackling Goose: One at Schramm SP 27 Jul (L&BP) appears to have become 
resident there. 

Trumpeter Swan: Pairs with cygnets were reported during Jun from Grant 
(CNK,BFH) and Cherry (CNK,TH) Cos; at least 9 pairs were reported. 
Non-breeders were noted at Valentine NWR, 6 on 20 Jun (TH), and at 
CLNWR, 4-5 on 28-29 Jul (JSt,SJD,WRS,KN), as well as, surprisingly, 
an adult at North Platte SL 20 Jun (TJW). There are only 2 records away 
from the breeding range in Jun. 

Wood Duck: Best counts were 40 at Fairmont SL 5 Jun, including 6 adults and 34 
young (PD), and 35 at Tecumseh SL 9 Jul (L&BP). Brood dates have been 
reported 5 May-2 Aug. 

Gadwall: Routine reports. 

American Wigeon; A female at PL 28 Jun (LE) was a rare summer occurrence away 
from the western Sandhills. 

American Black Duck: A male paired with a Mallard was flushed at Valentine 
NWR 12 Jul; it had a purple speculum and was overall rather dark in color, 
but was lighter than Mottled Duck, with which the observer is familiar 
(TH). No brood was evident (TH). This is the 3rd summer record for the 
western half of the state; one of the others also involved a male paired with 
a Mallard. 

Mallard: Routine reports. 

Blue-winged Teal: Routine reports. 

Cinnamon Teal: Easternmost was a pair at Valentine NWR through at least 12 Jul 
(TH). 
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Northern Shoveler: Routine reports. 

Northern Pintail: Routine reports. 

Green-winged Teal: Routine reports. 

Canvasback: The small summer population in the western Sandhills was 
represented by singles at Lakeside 21 Jun (GG) and CLNWR 29 Jul 
(SJD,WRS,KN). 

Redhead: Routine reports. 

Ring-necked Duck: A male at Fairmont SL 3-5 Jun (JGJ,PD) was tardy, while 1-4 
at LO 22 Jun-29 Jul (GG,SJD,WRS,ICN) add to the few summer records 
there. This species is not known to breed in Nebraska. 

Lesser Scaup: As with Ring-necked Duck, a few scaup summer at LO; 1-3 were 
there 11 Jun-30 Jul (SJD,WRS,KN). Scottsbluff SL also attracts a few 
summering birds; 4 males were there 11 Jun (SJD). Elsewhere, summer 
stragglers are rare, with 3 reports this year: a female likely injured was near 
Burwell 27 Jun (RE), another female was in Lancaster Co 8 Jul (LE) and a 
single was at North Platte SL 8 Jul (MB). 

Bufflehead: Reports in Jun-Jul away from the Sandhills are rare; a female at 
Scottsbluff SL 11 Jun (SJD) was tardy. 

Hooded Merganser: A basic-plumaged adult male as late as 24 Jun in Lancaster Co 
(LE) is intriguing; an adult male breeding there would have molted by that 
date. Instances of breeding in Nebraska are rare. Female/immature-plumaged 
birds were widely-reported, as usual; most interesting of these was an 
apparent adult female at FF 5 Jul (NR); breeding may have occurred there 
this spring (see Spring Report). 

Ruddy Duck: North Platte SL is a favored site for this species; the 14-20 there 20 
Jun-8 Jul (TJW,MB) were intriguing, as there are no breeding records for 
Lincoln Co. Breeding may occur anywhere in the state on occasion, and so 
singles at Alma SL 6 Jul (G&WH) and at PL 21 Jul (LE) are of interest. 

Gray Partridge: None were reported. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Routine reports. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Routine reports. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: One in Nance Co 4 Jun (LR,RH) was at the east edge of 
the summer range north of the Platte River, and booming south of Red 
Willow Res 7 Jun (TJW) provided one of very few Red Willow Co records. 
South of the Platte River there are good numbers in sw. Nebraska, east to 
Frontier and Red Willow Cos, but few birds occur between there and 
Phelps and Harlan Cos and the large population in se. Nebraska. 

Wild Turkey: Routine reports. 

Northern Bobwhite: Rarest northwestward, reports were from Fort Robinson SHP 
14 Jun (TJW), and near Alliance 17 Jun (EB). It was at its most numerous 
since 1998 in Harlan Co (G&WH). Along with reports from Brown Co 4 
Jun (JED), ne. Lincoln Co 26 Jun (TJW), and Blaine Co 4 Jul (LR,RH), 
these reports may indicate some increase in numbers and range 
northwestward. 

Pacific Loon: One at LO 7 Jun (KS) was the 9th summer record and 5th in alternate 
plumage; there have been few reports of this species in recent years, 
however. 

Common Loon: One was at LO 7 Jun (KS), Joined by a second 17 Jun (BFH,MB) 
and a third 29 Jul (SJD,WRS,KN); while all were in basic plumage, one of 
the 3 present 29 Jul was very small, but its structure matched Common 
Loon (SJD, WRS,KN). The only other report was of one in Blaine Co 4 Jul 
(LR,RH). 
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Pied-billed Grebe: Routine reports. 

Eared Grebe: Mid-Jun reports away from the breeding range are scarce; one was at 
Oliver Res 10 Jun (SJD) and 4 were at LO 11 Jun (SJD). 

Western Grebe: Dry conditions in the western Sandhills may have eliminated a 
breeding group at Willy L, Sheridan Co, where none were seen 23 Jun 
(WM). Breeding did take place at Valentine NWR, where 30 pairs with 
young were noted on North Marsh L 20 Jun (TH). At about the same time 
at another known breeding locality, LM, 179 were present 18 Jun, but no 
young were seen (WRS). By 29 Jul, there were 3365 birds at LM (SJD); 
peak counts are in late Sep. 

Clark’s Grebe: Few breeding sites are known, and so the pair with young at 
Valentine NWR 20 Jun (TH) was noteworthy; the only other known sites 
are LM and Willy L, both of which apparently had no breeding this 
summer. Indeed, the record high tally of 44 at LM by 30 Jul 
(SJD,WRS,KN) suggests that they did not breed, or failed, and congregated 
at LM earlier than usual. Failed breeding may have been the norm this 
year. 

American White Pelican: A good count for the early date was 433 at LM 29 Jul 
(SJD,WRS,KN). 

Double-crested Cormorant: Stragglers occur in summer in the se. on occasion, but 
are rare; one was at PL 28 Jun and 4 were there 29 Jul (LE), the latter 
probably early fall migrants. 

American Bittern: Routine reports. 

Least Bittern: In recent years there have a few reports of this species as far north and 
west as the Sandhills; this year one was heard in west-central Cherry Co 13 
Jun (JED) and another at Dewey Marsh in Valentine NWR 20 Jun (TH). 
These are the 5th and 6th summer records from the Sandhills. 

Great Blue Heron: Most colonies are in central and western Nebraska, but one in 
Cass Co had 44 young and 5 adults on nests 23 Jun (NF). 

Great Egret: Routine reports. 

Snowy Egret: Least numerous in summer, the only reports, both from LM, were of 
a tardy spring migrant 11 Jun (SJD) and 2 early fall migrants 30 Jul 
(SJD,WRS,KN). 

Cattle Egret: Best count was a moderate 19 at HCR 6 Jul (G&WH). Few were 
reported. 

Green Heron: One at Bridgeport 11 Jun (SJD) was west of the usual summer range, 
while one carrying food near North Platte 8-9 Jul (MB) was at the edge of 
the range. Panhandle reports are scarce. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron; Routine reports. 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: None were reported. 

White-faced Ibis: One at Red Willow Res 7 Jun (TJW) was tardy, but a few 
frequenting cattails at the west end of HCR 16 Jul might have been 
breeding (JGJ); 1-2 of a group of 10 lingered into Jul there in 2005 also 
(G&WH). Despite generally diy conditions in the western Sandhills, good 
counts at CLNWR were 122, including juveniles, 29 Jul (SJD,WRS,KN); 
20, including 2 juveniles, 22 Jun (GG); and 52 on 28 Jul (JSt). Other good 
tallies were the 53 near Lakeside 20 Jun (WM) and 31 at Valentine NWR 8 
Jul (TH). 

Wood Stork: Much excitement was generated by a short-staying Wood Stork seen 
at a small pond one mile west of Ashland 2-3 Aug (JC,SS,JGJ 
photo, JSt,B&GC). This fall date is included here because a couple of weeks 
later a drawing made by a 6-year-old budding birder clearly shows that the 
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bird (or another) was present about 10 miles away near Greenwood on 15 
Jun (ADG, fide RW). This is only the 2nd documented record for Nebraska; 
intriguingly one was reported flying up the Platte River also in Cass Co 2 
Jun 1996, but this record was not accepted by the NOURC. 

Turkey Vulture: Routine reports. 

Osprey: One near the Republican River at McCook 18 Jun (BFH) was probably an 
immature (1-3 years old) pre-breeder. 

Mississippi Kite: A probable immature was reported at Fort Robinson SHP 14 Jun 
(fide TJW). All other reports were from Ogallala, where up to 6 were found; 
copulation was observed on 25 Jun (CWH) and a nest was found on 29 Jul 
(SJD,WRS). 

Bald Eagle: Several reports of adults were received statewide; this species continues 
to do well as a breeder in the state. The long-time nest at Lake Alice, Scotts 
Bluff Co, fledged 3 young this year (fide AK). 

Northern Harrier; Two recently-fledged young with an adult female were at Kiowa 
WMA 26 Jun (KD). 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: While breeding on the Pine Ridge is assumed, evidence is 
scarce. A “possible nest” was reported near Fort Robinson SHP 14 Jun 
(TJW). 

Cooper’s Hawk: Reports are widespread during summer; this species is apparently a 
common breeder in Nebraska. A nest was found 8 Jun within the city of 
Omaha at a location used in 2005 (ME), and 3 juveniles were noted in 
Bellevue 12-31 Jul (L&BP). 

Red-shouldered Hawk: One was seen overhead at FF, a regular site, 12 Jun (ARy) 
and a calling bird at Ashford Scout Camp that could not be sighted despite 
several attempts 11-13 Jun was strongly suspected of being this species 
(BFH,JP). There are few reports for Jun away from FF. 

Broad-winged Hawk: The only report was of a single adult at FF 16 Jul (L&BP); 
nesting has occurred there on occasion, but no additional evidence was 
reported. 

Swainson’s Hawk: While some active observers thought numbers were 
significantly lower than usual this summer, good numbers persisted in the 
extreme west at Kiowa WMA, which held 3 nesting pairs 26 Jun (KD), and 
in the southern Panhandle, where 20-25 were seen 1 -2 Jul (RHu). 

Red-tailed Hawk: A chick in a nest near Gering 10 Jun (AK) seemed a little late; 
most fledging seems to occur by the end of Jun. 

Ferruginous Hawk: Routine reports. 

Golden Eagle: Routine reports. 

American Kestrel: Routine reports. 

Prairie Falcon: A pair with 2 fledglings was seen at a nw. Cherry Co nest site 27 
Jun (JED); this may constitute the first confirmed report of breeding in the 
county, although suggestive evidence exists. 

Peregrine Falcon; A juvenile at LM 29 Jul (SJD,WRS,KN) was rather early; even 
earlier was an immature (not Hatching Year) in Seward Co 16 Jul, but this 
might have been a bird hatched in 2005 in Lincoln (JGJ). Arrival of fall 
migrants is usually in the first few days of Aug and is usually with 
shorebirds. From 1996 through 2005, Zeus, the male Peregrine in Omaha, 
has produced 31 young with two mates, Winnie and Amelia; 23 of the 
young fledged (fide JGJ). 

Yellow Rail: An intriguing report involved a group of 5, presumably a family, 
identified as this species by an observer familiar with Yellow Rails. They 
flew into a grassy ditch near Yankton, SD, but in Cedar Co, Nebraska, 31 
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Jul. There are no previous Nebraska records between 16 Jun and 16 Sep, 
and no known breeding sites near Nebraska. Late Jul is also very early for 
fall migrants. 

Black Rail: The status of this species in Nebraska is unknown, but reports in recent 
years suggest it may summer in the Sandhills; one was “calling 
incessantly” at the west end of Calf Creek Valley at Valentine N WR 24 Jun 
(TH). 

King Rail: This species is reported occasionally, usually in years in which water 
conditions in wetlands are good; this year the only report was of one calling 
at East Sweetwater L, Valentine N WR, 20 Jun (TH). 

Virginia Rail: One with chicks was seen at CLNWR 22 Jun (GG). 

Sora: Routine reports. 

American Coot: Routine reports. 

Sandhill Crane: Very exciting was the discovery of a pair with 2 chicks at Facus 
Springs, Morrill Co, 18 Jul (EM,BG; photos; fide JGJ). This is the second 
modem breeding record for the Panhandle, following one in northern Sioux 
Co in 2002; the only others for the state have been in the eastern RWB. A 
flyover in sw. Dixon Co 7 Jun (JJ) was likely a late migrant, although an 
attempt to breed in the area cannot be mled out. 

Black-bellied Plover: The only report was of a very early single at Valentine NWR 
8 Jul (TH). Adults are first to arrive in fall, mostly at the end of Jul, but are 
scarce. 

American Golden-Plover: As with Black-bellied Plover, adults of this species are 
scarce in fall. An alternate adult at LM 29 Jul (SJD,WRS,KN) was only the 
16th state record for Jul-Aug. 

Snowy Plover: The only reports were from LM; an adult male and 2 different 
juveniles were found 29-30 Jul (SJD,WRS,KN). 

Semipalmated Plover: The only report was of 4 at LM 29 Jul (SJD,WRS,KN). 

Piping Plover: Good numbers were again noted at LM (BFH,JSt,SJD); 50 were 
there 17-18 Jun (BFH) and 132, including many juveniles, 30 Jul 
(SJD,WRS,KN). Other sightings from summering locations included one 
in Knox Co along the Niobrara River 1 Jul (BFH), one at Schilling Refuge, 
Cass Co, 12 Jul (CNK), and one at Schramm SP along the Platte River 27 
Jul (L&BP). One at PL 15 Jul (JGJ) may have been a migrant, but one near 
Valley 13 Jul must have wandering aimlessly, as it was color-banded as a 
chick in the GPD area in 2005, and was seen there 23 and 25 Jul 2006 (fide 
JGJ). 

Killdeer: Best count was an excellent 483 at LM 30 Jul (SJD). 

Mountain Plover: Numbers in the southern Panhandle continue at a good level as a 
result of efforts by Nebraska Prairie Partners personnel (fide JGJ); as of 16 
Jun, 81 nests (84 total by the end of the period) had been located, at least 
33 still under incubation. Of the rest, 37 were successful, 6 predated, one 
abandoned, one cultivated, and 3 destroyed by hail. Of 17 locations with 
plovers, 15 were on dryland agricultural fields and only 2 on rangeland. 

Black-necked Stilt: Dry conditions reduced the numbers reported this summer, both 
in the Sandhills and RWB. The only nesting report for the eastern RWB 
was of young at North Lake Basin WMA 11 Jul (JGJ), the easternmost 
breeding record for the state to date. Although a pair was at the Fairmont 
SL 3-5 Jun, no nesting activity was observed (JGJ,PD). A nest with 4 eggs 
was located at Facus Springs, Morrill Co, 11 Jun (SJD). 

American Avocet: Easternmost were 2 at Wehrspann L 2 Jul (JWH). Best count was 
the 94 at LM 29 Jul (SJD,WRS,KN). 
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Spotted Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Solitary Sandpiper: This species returns very early in fall, with early dates 24, 24, 
and 25 Jun; thus one at PL 26 Jun (JGJ) was rather early. 

Greater Yellowlegs: As with Solitary Sandpiper, fall arrival is very early, with early 
dates 10, 10 and 11 Jun (late spring dates M'e 30, 30, and 31 May). Thus 
rather early was one in Grant Co 13 Jun (JED). 

Willet: The large group of 40 at Ashby 18 Jun (EB) was at a date rather early for 
migration; this may have been due to dry conditions and possibly failed 
breeding in the Sandhills. Migration is usually evident by late Jun; the 2 at 
PL 23 Jun (MUs) were rather early, and the first noted south of the breeding 
range. 

Lesser Yellowlegs: Fall arrival is somewhat later than for Greater Yellowlegs; 
earliest were singles in Grant Co (WM) and Sheridan Co (GG) on 21 Jun. 
Best count was the 295 at LM 29 Jul (SJD). 

Upland Sandpiper: Several nests, each with 4 eggs, were found at Valentine NWR 
20 Jun (TH); most egg dates are earlier. 

Long-billed Curlew: A surprising location for an adult and 2 half-grown, short¬ 
billed young was a native prairie comer of a pivot-irrigated field sw. of 
Broadwater 18 Jun (WRS). Last reported were 2 at Brewster 22 Jul (HKH). 

Hudsonian Godwit: A dark-colored godwit at PL 23 Jun was checked carefully 
with Marbled Godwit in mind but it lacked cinnamon underwings (MUs); 
this is the latest spring date and only the 3rd after 7 Jun. 

Marbled Godwit: Continuing the trend of recent years, 3 more breeding reports 
involving 4 pairs were received. Two pairs, one in agitated courtship flight, 
were found near Wood Lake 17 Jun (BFH), a pair with fledglings was in 
southern Sheridan Co 13 Jun (JED), and another pair was at an undisclosed 
location in Dawes Co 20 Jun (fide WM). In addition to an old record for 
1820, and one in 1990, there have been reports of 6 breeding pairs 2003- 
2006. This species forms pre-migration flocks in Jun; 28 were at a pond 
about a mile east of Lakeside 22 Jun (GG) and 26 were there 26 Jun (WM). 

Sanderling: Third-latest ever for spring were the 2 at LM 11 Jun (SJD). 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: Rather late was a single at LM 11 Jun (SJD), and rather 
early another in Lancaster Co 8 Jul (LE). 

Western Sandpiper: A group of 10 at Wehrspann L 2 Jul (JWH; photo) provided a 
record-early fall arrival date by 2 days. Other reports were of 4 at Oliver Res 
19 Jul (JGJ) and a molting adult at CLNWR 29 Jul (SJD,WRS,KN). 

Least Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

White-rumped Sandpiper: This species is a late spring migrant, and so one at LM 
17 Jun (BFH) was merely a “routine report”. Occurrence in fall is decidedly 
non-routine, however; the 15+ at LM 29 Jul (JSt, details) provided only the 
5th documented fall record for the state, all within the last 5 years. Best 
count for the period was the 331 at Fairmont SL 5 Jun (PD). 

Baird’s Sandpiper: Stragglers were one at LM 18 Jun (WRS) and two at CLNWR 
22 Jun (GG). These are the 2nd- and 6th-latest spring records, and probably 
are birds that stopped migrating to enjoy Nebraska. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Stilt Sandpiper: A returnee at PL 7 Jul (LE) was rather early. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Fall reports westward are unusual and are usually of 
juveniles in Sep, thus a presumed adult at LM 30 Jul (SJD,WRS,KN) was 
unexpected and appears to be the first such report. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: Fitting the pattern of adults moving through in Jul and 
very early Aug, 10 were reported; earliest 4 at North Lake Basin WMA 11 
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Jul (JGJ) and 4 at Schilling Refuge, Cass Co, 12 Jul (CNK). These are 
rather early arrival dates. 

Long-billed Dowitcher: A spring straggler was rather late in Grant Co 22 Jun (GG). 
Returning adults arrive at the end of Jul, thus 113 at LM and 65 at 
CLNWR 29 Jul (SJD,WRS,KN) were on time. 

Wilson’s Snipe: One at Jack Sinn WMA, Lancaster/Saunders Cos, 2 Jun (LE) may 
have been attempting to breed; there are previous reports of breeding at this 
location. 

American Woodcock: One flushed near Fort Niobrara NWR, Cherry Co, 22 Jun 
(JED) provided only the 7th summer report from Knox Co westward. One 
at FF 29 Jun (L&BP, photo) was at an expected breeding location, 
although reports are rare. 

Wilson’s Phalarope: Routine reports. 

Jaeger sp.: A “large, dark, gull-like bird with very deep wing beats” at Sherman 
Res, Sherman Co, 24 Jun (TJW) appears to have been a jaeger, but was not 
well seen. At this date, adults are the expected age class. 

Franklin’s Gull: Significant movement had started by period’s end, with 2835 at 
LM 30 Jul (SJD,WRS, KN). A few appear during summer, probably failed 
breeders; 19 were at PL 28 Jun (LE). 

Bonaparte’s Gull: A basic adult at LM 29-30 Jul (SJD,WRS,KN) was only the 3rd 
record for the species for Jul. There are no records for the second half of Jun 
and first half of Jul. 

Ring-billed Gull: The start of fall buildup was noted at LM, where 1386 were 
counted 29 Jul (SJD). 

California Gull: After a couple of summers with low numbers, LM saw an influx 
at the end of Jul, when 80 were counted on the 30th, including 70 adults, 8 
juveniles, and single first- and second-alternate birds (SJD, WRS,KN). This 
mix of age classes suggests poor breeding success or breeding failure. 
Earlier, 15 were at LM 11 Jun (SJD), including 7 adults, 7 second-alternate, 
and one first-alternate bird (SJD); this is an un-surprising mix for that date, 
showing a high proportion of immatures (“pre-breeders”). An adult was still 
present 9 Jul (MB). At nearby Sutherland Res, Lincoln Co, an adult was 
seen 30 Jul (SJD,WRS). Unexpected, however, were 3 at Valentine NWR 8 
Jul (TH) and another there 26 Jul (TH). 

Herring Gull: An adult at LM 30 Jul (SJD,WRS,KN) provided only the 3rd record 
of an adult in the period 14 May-20 Sep. Adults do not usually appear until 
Oct. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: A first-alternate at LM 30 Jul (SJD,WRS,KN) was the 
earliest fall record and first on record for Jul. Of the 50+ records to date for 
the species, all but two are in spring and fall. 

Least Tern: Breeding appeared to be successful at LM, where good numbers were 
found, including 12 on 19 Jun (BFFl) and 44, 24 adults and 20 juveniles, 
on 29 Jul (SJD,WRS,KN). In addition, small numbers (1-4) were reported 
from other expected locations during the period (m. ob.). 

Caspian Tern: The only report was from LO 7 Jun (KS); spring migrants occur 
regularly until 10 Jun. 

Black Tern: Failed breeders and non-breeding “yearlings” occur during summer; fall 
migrants appear 1 Jul. Best count was a respectable 403 at LM 29 Jul 
(SJD,WRS,KN). 

Common Tern: The only report was of an adult at LM 11 Jun (SJD, photo). 
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Arctic Tern: Only the 3rd documented record was an adult flying around the dam at 
LM 11 Jun (SJD, photo). All three records are from the LM area and by the 
same observer, 

Pointer’s Tern: A record fall count was the 95 at LM 29 Jul (SJD). Numbers build 
up during Jul. 

Rock Pigeon: Routine reports. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: Routine reports. 

White-winged Dove: A pair had returned to Albion by 11 Jun (D&CN); no 
breeding evidence was reported, however. Three others were reported, 
singles at Fort Robinson SHP 14 Jun (TJW), at Kearney 23-24 Jun (AR), 
and at Champion 9 Jul (MB). This species is rapidly becoming a regular, 
albeit still rare, summer visitor. 

Mourning Dove: Routine reports. 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: This species is least numerous westward; an observation 
from Sioux Co that in “all the years we have been here I think maybe we 
have had 4 nestings of them with real fledglings” (HKH), might indicate 
that aridity is a factor. Other westerly reports were from Keith Co 30 Jul 
(SJD) and Lincoln Co 1 Jun (TJW). One was carrying nest material in 
Lancaster Co 23 Jun (LE). 

Black-billed Cuckoo: Reports are increasing; this summer 8 sightings involving 9 
birds were made, including a single as far west as Chase Co 10 Jul (MB), 
where this species is rare. 

Barn Owl: Two nest sites discovered in 2005 at the northern and eastern edges of 
the summer range were again occupied this year. Near Creighton adults and 
young were present 12 Jun (MB) and on 1 Jul the adults and 4 young were 
seen (BFH); at Ulysses adults and 3 juveniles were present 24 Jul (JG). 
The stronghold for the species is the southwest: 8 were at Red Willow Res 
7 Jun (TJW), and a nest under a bridge in Deuel Co had an amazing 8 
young 10 Jun (CNK,WM). One was at the long-time site near Clear Creek 
Marshes, Keith Co, 11 Jun and 29-30 Jul (SJD) and another was found near 
Alliance 17 Jun (EB). 

Eastern Screech-Owl: Routine reports. 

Great Horned Owl: Routine reports. 

Burrowing Owl: Numbers continue to be impressive westward; 53 were found at 46 
sites in a Prairie Partners survey in Scotts Bluff Co (KD; fide JGJ); best 
single-location count was 23 at Kiowa WMA 26 Jun (KD). Quite a sight 
were the 22 adults and 22+juveniles at a prairie-dog colony in ne. Lincoln 
Co 26 Jun (TJW), as would have been the 8 adults and 6 juveniles in 
Hitchcock Co 18-19 Jun (BFH). Significant at the eastern edge of the range 
was the appearance of one at a prairie-dog colony previously unused by 
owls near Grafton 3 Jun (JGJ). More surprising was the presence of an adult 
and juvenile in ne. Dixon Co 1 Jul (BFH,JJ, photo); nesting in the east is 
rare. Family groups move around beginning in Jul; a group of 5 appeared 
near Kearney 27 Jul and left a few days later (AH). 

Barred Owl: Routine reports. 

Long-eared Owl: A nest with 5 young was found at Valentine NWR 20 Jun (fide 
TH), and one was seen at Smith Lake WMA 14 Jun (SJ), the latter a known 
nesting site. This species may nest anywhere in the state, but most reports 
are from areas of low human population. 

Short-eared Owl: The only report was of one at Kiowa WMA 26 Jun (KD), a likely 
nesting site. 
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Common Nighthawk: Concern was expressed about the absence of this species this 
summer at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln campus; predation or lack of 
nest sites were suggested as a cause (LE). 

Common Poorwill: A good count was the 12 at Red Willow Res 6 Jun (TJW). 
Elsewhere few were reported. 

Chuck-will’s-widow: At the west edge of the range one was heard in dry oak 
woodland 8-29 Jul at Oak Glen WMA, Seward Co (JG,LE); the only 
regular reports farther west have been along the Platte River Valley. 

Whip-poor-will: Along with a Chuck-will’s-widow, good numbers of this species 
were at Oak Glen WMA also; best count was the 16 there 15 Jul (JG). 
Distribution is spotty, however; at nearby Burr Oak WMA, Seward Co, 
none were found (JG). Presence may be dependent on a healthy understory, 
or lack of deer or cattle browsing. 

Chimney Swift: Routine reports. 

White-throated Swift: Routine reports. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Appearance of fall migrants in Missouri River 
Valley counties is difficult to discern, as local family groups may appear at 
feeders in Jul. True migrants may not arrive until early Aug; none were 
reported away from the breeding range. 

Calliope Hummingbird: The only report was of an immature at feeders near 
Mitchell 31 Jul (KD), the 3rd record for Jul, and 14th overall for fall. 

Broad-tailed Hummingbird: Two had appeared at the DeLara feeders before 
period’s end: a female 19 Jul and another individual 31 Jul (KD). This is a 
regular fall migrant in the west. 

Rufous Hummingbird: The most common of the 3 regular western migrants, 6 
were reported, including a male as far east as Valentine NWR 26 Jul (TH). 
Others included one rather early at WSR 12 Jul (HKH), singles south of 
Gering 16 and 31 Jul (AK), an adult male near Mitchell 21 Jul (KD) and a 
female there 31 Jul (KD). 

Belted Kingfisher: Breaking a string of “routine reports” for this species, an adult 
feeding 2 young was found in Lancaster Co 24 Jun (LE). 

Lewis’s Woodpecker: The only report was of one at the traditional Deadhorse 
Canyon bum site at Chadron SP 1 Jul (RHu). 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Downy Woodpecker: Adults were feeding 2-3 young at a suet feeder near Mitchell 
14 Jun (KD). 

Hairy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Northern Flicker: Routine reports. 

Pileated Woodpecker: The only report was of one at a regular location, FF, 14 Jun 
(L&BP). 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: One in Lancaster Co 16 Jun (LE) was the 2nd-latest on 
record for spring; migrants occur regularly as late as 10 Jun. 

Western Wood-Pewee: A good count from the southwest was 8 in Dundy Co 8 Jun 
(TJW); these may have been late migrants, as there are only 4 other summer 
reports and no evidence for breeding in Perkins, Chase, Dundy, and 
Hitchcock Cos. Confirmed breeding at the Valentine NWR headquarters 12 
Jul (TH) added to several reports in recent years in Cherry Co indicating 
that breeding occurs regularly east to the Valentine area. The 10 at Smith 
Lake WMA 14 Jun (SJ) were also noteworthy. 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: Confirmed breeding at Rice/Duck L at Valentine NWR 12 
Jul (TH) adds another location where both wood-pewee species probably 
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summer in the same general area; others are Valentine and the west end of 
LM. Westerly were a singing bird in Lincoln Co 1 Jun (TJW) and a single 
in Rock Co 19 Jun (JED). 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: Last for spring was calling at Mahoney SP, Cass Co, 8 
Jun (MB). This is the 3rd Jun record, and latest by 5 days. 

Acadian Flycatcher: The only report was of a singing bird at FF 1 Jul (NR). 

Alder Flycatcher: Important documentation of the timing of fall migration was 
provided by one banded and measured 30 Jut at Boyer NWR, Washington 
Co; it was an adult in non-breeding condition (RS). The few documented 
records indicate fall migrants pass through 21 Jul-4 Sep. 

Willow Flycatcher: Preferred sites include Nathan’s L, Washington Co, where they 
were “all over the place” 24 Jun (RS) and Lincoln Co, where “surprising 
numbers” were noted 8 Jul (MB). This species breeds statewide. 

Least Flycatcher: None were reported; fall migration begins in Jul. 

Cordilleran Flycatcher: Only the 4th summer report east of Sioux Co, one was at 
the Squaw Creek bridge in Ponderosa WMA, Dawes Co, 14 Jun (TJW). 
This species is fairly common only in Monroe and Sowbelly Canyons. 

Eastern Phoebe: A nest with 4 eggs at PL 7 Jul may have been a second brood 
(LE), normal for this species in Nebraska. 

Say’s Phoebe: Routine reports. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: One was at McCook 18 Jun (BFFl); this species occurs 
only in low numbers west of Harlan Co in the Republican Valley. 

Cassin’s Kingbird: A nest with 2 eggs was found at a regular site in Morrill Co 10 
Jun (CNK,WM). A nest under construction 17 Jun (WRS) and a good 
count of 7, including a family group of 5, south of Exit 1 on 1-80 in 
Kimball Co 18 Jul (JGJ) indicated successful breeding there. 

Western Kingbird: A good easterly count was 14 at BOL 16 Jul, including an 
immature being fed (LE). Aggregations begin to appear in late Jul. 

Eastern Kingbird: A good count was the 33 in Cedar Co 23 Jun (JJ). A nest with 
3 young was found at PL 8 Jul (LE). 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: This species continues to extend from its Flint Hills, 
KS, range into se. Nebraska. A pair returned to the same location where 
they bred last year near Kearney and was again successful, with adults 
feeding 2 fledglings 8 Jul (JM,KS). Pairs were noted at two additional 
locations, without breeding evidence: PL 16 and 28 Jun (LE) and sw. of 
Liberty 27 Jul (L&BP). Yet another, a single, was at Eppley Airfield, 
Omaha, 5-10 Jul (CW,RHa). 

Loggerhead Shrike: A good tally was the 9 in se. Nebraska 3 Jun, including a 
family group of 5 (WRS); the 8 in Sheridan Co 21 Jun (GG) were also 
noteworthy. 

Bell’s Vireo: Routine reports. 

Yellow-throated Vireo: Northwestemmost were 2 at Wiseman WMA, Cedar Co, 23 
Jun (JJ). Breeding status west of Ponca SP is not well understood, 
although there are reports west to Brown Co. 

Plumbeous Vireo: Routine reports. 

Warbling Vireo: Routine reports. 

Red-eyed Vireo: Apparently not common in summer in the southern and central 
Panhandle, one was at Wildcat Hills, Scotts Bluff Co, 4 Jul (AK). Two 
that appeared at WSR, where unexpected, 28 Jul may have departed the 
Pine Ridge because of extensive fires there (HKH). 

Blue Jay: Routine reports. 
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Pinyon Jay: A group of 11 appeared at WSR 28 Jun, probably also due to the Pine 
Ridge fires (HKH); this species is essentially unrecorded in summer away 
from Ponderosa Pine habitat. 

Clark’s Nutcracker: The only report was of one in Sowbelly Canyon 18 Jun (EB). 
At least one seems to be reported each summer from the western Pine 
Ridge. 

Black-billed Magpie: Observers in the west expressed concern over low numbers; 
few were seen during the period in Scotts Bluff Co (AK), and none were 
found in western Nebraska during an early Jul trip (RHu). 

American Crow: Reports also indicated lower numbers of this species during the 
period. 

Horned Lark: Routine reports. 

Purple Martin: A colony at Alma fledged its last young 14 Jul and had entirely 
departed by 29 Jul (G&WH). Twelve were at a martin house at Sherman 
Res 24 Jun (TJW); distribution in the Loup drainage is somewhat spotty. 

Tree Swallow: Routine reports. 

Violet-green Swallow: Routine reports. 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Routine reports. 

Bank Swallow: Routine reports. 

Cliff Swallow: Routine reports. 

Barn Swallow: A nest with 5 eggs was found at BOL 16 Jul (LE), a rather late date 
for eggs, even a second clutch. 

Black-capped Chickadee: Some optimistic signs of recovery from the very low 
numbers of recent years were noted by Larry Einemann in Lancaster Co in 
his meticulous records of numbers seen on his regular coverage of the 
county. A family group with 4 fledglings was at Wiseman WMA, Cedar 
Co, 23 Jun (JJ). 

Tufted Titmouse: One at Steinauer 26 Jun (L&BP) was in an area where few are 
reported, although the west edge of the summer range approximates the Big 
Blue Valley in the southeast. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Unexpected were singles in Lincoln 24 Jun (MUs) and 
Omaha 26 Jun (RS); these are only the 6th and 7th breeding season records 
away from breeding habitat. Also unusual was a male present all summer at 
Valentine NWR, Anally joined by another 8 Jul (TH). One was at Wildcat' 
Hills NC 18 Jul (AK), where breeding may only be sporadic. 

White-breasted Nuthatch: Routine reports. 

Pygmy Nuthatch: Routine reports. 

Brown Creeper: A pair in Ash Creek Canyon, Dawes Co, 14 Jun (TJW) indicates 
breeding there, where summering creepers have been found in recent years. 

Rock Wren: One near Eli in Cherry Co 23 Jun (JED) was east of most recent 
Niobrara River Valley reports. 

Carolina Wren: Westerly reports, becoming the norm in recent years as the 
breeding range expands, included singles at North Platte 8 Jul (MB) and in 
Kearney 11 Jul (LR,RH). An adult was feeding an immature in Lancaster 
Co 18 Jun (LE). 

House Wren: Routine reports. 

Sedge Wren: The 6 at Wehrspann L 1 Jun (JWH) and one at Jack Sinn WMA, 
Saunders/Lancaster Co, 2 Jun (LE) were probably late migrants, although 
one was still at Wehrspann L 3 Jul (L&BP); Jun and early Jul reports are 
few. Returning fall birds were first noted actively singing 9 Jul in se. 
Nebraska Henslow’s Sparrow study sites (WRS) and 10 Jul at Burchard 
Lake WMA, Pawnee Co (L&BP); numbers had built up by the end of the 
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period to about one bird per acre in the study sites (WRS). The only other 
reports were of one near Fullerton 22 Jul (LR,RH) and 2 in Dixon Co 29 
Jul (JJ). 

Marsh Wren: Routine reports. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: This species continues its northward expansion, reaching 
the northern edge of the state in both east and west. One of 2-4 birds was 
carrying food at Ashford Scout Camp 11 Jun (BFH), the first breeding 
record for the northeast. One as far north as Sowbelly Canyon 19 Jun (GG) 
was the 3rd since 2002 there; the species has bred in Scotts Bluff Co for a 
few years. Adults with young at Oak Glen WMA, Seward Co, 3 Jul (JG) 
were at the nw. edge of the se. Nebraska range. 

Eastern Bluebird; Routine reports. 

Mountain Bluebird: Routine reports. 

Swainson’s Thrush: As usual, last were westerly: singles at WSR 9 Jun (HKH) 
and at Oliver Res 10 Jun (SJD). Latest dates in the nw. are in mid-Jun. 

Hermit Thrush: A report from Fort Niobrara NWR25 Jul was unaccompanied by 
details; the only other similar report is for 27 Jul 1980 in Douglas Co, also 
without details. 

Wood Thrush: Northernmost reports were within the breeding range: singles at 
Ashford Scout Camp 13 Jun (BFH) and Ponca SP 25 Jun (JJ). 

American Robin; Routine reports. 

Gray Catbird: A good count was 24 in Lancaster Co 21 Jul (LE), when some post¬ 
breeding grouping probably begins. A nest with 3 eggs was found in Cedar 
Co 23 Jun (JJ). 

Northern Mockingbird: Numbers were good throughout the southern Nebraska and 
Panhandle range; a surprising 12 were counted on a BBS route in Gage Co 
27 Jun (L&BP), and 5 were south of Exit 1 on 1-80 18 Jul (JGJ). An adult 
and fledgling were near Lewellen 28 Jul (JSt). 

Sage Thrasher: The earliest migrants appear in late Jul; this year there were 4 
separate sightings 19-25 Jul in Kimball Co, including a yoxmg bird with an 
adult (WM,JGJ). 

Brown Thrasher: Routine reports. 

Curve-billed Thrasher: The resident bird at the Frimann Ranch is still present, 
entering its 5th year there (fide AK). Another, too far away for the two to 
fmd each other, was at Valentine NWR 8-10 Jul (TH, photo). This is the 
6th documented record for the state. 

European Starling: A rather early flock of juveniles was the 100 near Dalton 18 
Jun (WRS). 

Cedar Waxwing: Nest-building was noted in FF 12 Jun (ARy). 

Northern Parula: A pair incubating on a nest 30 feet up in a willow at Ashford 
Scout Camp 13 Jun (BFH,JP) is the first evidence of breeding that far 
north; the only previous summer report in the area was in 1998. A straggler 
at Valentine NWR 11-12 Jul (TH) provided a westerly sighting; there are 
several such reports away from the east. 

Yellow Warbler: Another species apparently moved south by the Pine Ridge fires 
was Yellow Warbler; numbers appeared at WSR 28 Jul (HKH). Adults and 
a juvenile were in Lancaster Co 7 Jul (LE) and a pair feeding a cowbird 
were in the same county 26 Jun (LE). 

Yellow-rumped (Audubon^s) Warbler: The only report was of 2 at Chadron SP 
18 Jun (EB) and another in Sowbelly Canyon the same day (EB). This 
species is a regular breeder at those locations. 

Yellow-throated Warbler; Routine reports. 
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Cerulean Warbler: The only report was of one singing and seen well at Platte 
River SP 27 Jul (SD); at that date it was unlikely to be breeding there 
unless it had been missed during the summer. 

Black-and-white Warbler: One at Bellevue 1 Jun (L&BP) was rather late; 
breeding has not been reported for many years in the Missouri Valley, and 
there are few summer sightings. Five others were reported 8 Jun-1 Jul from 
Knox Co (BFH) west to Chadron SP (GG), including locations along the 
Niobrara Valley in Rock, Brown, and Cherry Cos (JED), where breeding 
likely occurs. 

American Redstart: This species is abundant in ne. Nebraska; 20-30 were at 
Ashford Scout Camp 11 Jun, including a pair carrying food (BFH), and 12 
were at Ponca SP 25 Jun (JJ). 

Prothonotary Warbler; After a flurry of spring sightings, none were reported Jun- 
Jul. 

Oven bird: Another species widely-reported in the north this summer (BFH, JED), 
sightings included a nest with 3 eggs in Brown Co 4 Jun (JED). 

Louisiana Waterthrush: At the fringes of the summer range were singles at 
Ashford Scout Camp 13 Jun (BFH) and near Steinauer 26 Jun (L&BP). 

Kentucky Warbler: Two at Platte River SP 27 Jul (SD) added to the expected 
Missouri Valley locations for this species. 

Common Yellowthroat: A good count was the 14 in Lancaster Co 23 Jun (LE). 

Wilson’s Warbler: One at LO 7 Jun (KS) was the 11th report for Jun, and a male at 
Valentine N WR 8 Jul (TH) was the 4th report for Jul. 

Yellow-breasted Chat: Northerly reports were east to Rock Co along the Niobrara 
River Valley (JED), about the easterly limit of the current breeding range 
there. 

Summer Tanager: The only report was of 2 at Platte River SP 27 Jul (SD), a new 
location, but close to a traditional location, Schramm SP. 

Scarlet Tanager: The reports, of singles in Cedar Co 23 Jun (JJ) and Rock Co 19 
Jun (JED), were from northern Nebraska, where the species breeds west in 
the Niobrara Valley in small numbers as far as Brown Co. 

Western Tanager: Another species possibly affected by the Pine Ridge fires, 2 
appeared at WSR 28 Jul (HKH). Migrants are normally not seen away from 
breeding areas until mid-Aug. 

Spotted Towhee: Routine reports. 

Eastern Towhee: Westerly for a pure Eastern, one was in n. Rock Co 19 Jun (JED); 
west of Cedar Co pure Easterns occur in small and diminishing numbers 
westward, along with hybrids and increasing numbers of Spotteds. An 
example of the mix was from n Cedar Co, where an Eastern was found, 
along with 4 Spotteds 23 Jun (JJ). 

Cassin’s Sparrow: Probably because of dry conditions westward, and the ability of 
grassland birds to relocate from year to year depending on conditions, this 
species was widely reported in good numbers. As many as 37 were counted 
in Chase Co 10 Jul (MB), and the other reports added some 15 more. 
Breeding activity was reported as far east as LM, where adults and a 
fledgling were seen 30 Jul (SJD,WRS,KN) at a location where the species 
has bred previously, and also in Chase Co, where a pair was carrying food 
18 Jun (BFH). 

Chipping Sparrow: This species is least numerous in sw. Nebraska; one was at 
Red Willow Res 7 Jun (TJW). Any sightings west of Alma and south of 
the Platte River Valley should be reported. Copulation was observed in 
Lancaster Co 29 Jul (LE). 



Vol. 74 No. 3 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


91 


Brewer’s Sparrow; None were reported. 

Field Sparrow: A good count was 15 in Dakota Co 25 Jun (JJ). A nest with 2 eggs 
and 2 cowbird eggs was in Lancaster Co 24 Jun (LE). 

Vesper Sparrow: The distribution of this species is of interest; it generally occurs 
in eastern and northern Nebraska, apparently different subspecies in each 
area, with highest numbers in nw. Nebraska. However its occurrence in the 
“interior” is not well known. Any such sightings are of interest and should 
be reported. This summer sightings at the west edge of the eastern range 
and south edge of the northern range included 2 near Oak Glen WMA, 
Seward Co, 3 Jul (JG) and one sw. of Fullerton 22 Jul (LR,RH). 

Lark Bunting: This species was present in surprising numbers in the western 
Sandhills this summer, again possibly a result of the dry conditions further 
west and the ability of grassland specialists to relocate; 315 were counted in 
Garden Co 29 Jul (SJD). 

Savannah Sparrow: Breeding was confirmed at Valentine NWR 20 Jun (TH), the 
southeastemmost of a limited number of breeding records for the state. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: This species is doing well, with reports of good numbers 
in central (LR,RH) and se. Nebraska (WRS) and the e. RWB (LR,RH). 
Spring arrival, strangely, based on arrival dates in recent years, was about 
10-14 days behind the norm at Crane Meadows NC, Hall Co (DK). 

Henslow’s Sparrow: A study area including all of the area s. and e. of Lincoln 
yielded 23 birds at 5 locations 3 Jun (WRS); at the end of Jul, birds were 
still present at only 3 of these, however (WRS). Interestingly, 2 were at 
SCP 24 Jul but absent until then (KP,CNK). This is another grassland 
specialist that has the ability to move around during summer in response to 
changing conditions, such as haying or excessive grazing. It may breed well 
into Aug, sometimes in conjunction with the many Sedge Wrens that 
appear at that time. 

Song Sparrow: Numbers continue to increase around wetlands in central Nebraska; 
it was “abundant” along the Platte River in Lincoln Co 1 Jun (TJW). It is 
only in the last few years that numbers westward in the Platte River Valley 
have increased. 

Swamp Sparrow: Reports were all from the Platte River northward, as expected; 
diy conditions in the e. RWB may have extirpated the small colony at 
Funk WPA, Phelps Co. The species was considered “surprisingly common” 
in parts of Valentine NWR 20 Jun (TH) and in “surprising numbers” in 
Lincoln Co 8 Jul (MB). A nest with 6 eggs was photographed at LM 11 
Jun (SJD). 

Harris’s Sparrow: One was rather late at Walton 7 Jun (TP); there are several Jun 
and a few Jul records. 

Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: Two pairs, one with 2 immatures, were at 
Chadron SP 18 Jun (EB); others were in Sowbelly Canyon the same day 
(EB) and at Chadron SP, also with young, 20 Jun (GG). Chadron SP 
appears to mark the eastern extent of the Nebraska Pine Ridge breeding 
range. 

McCown’s Longspur: Reports were from expected locations at the west edge of the 
Panhandle; a good count of 20 was made at 2-3 locations in Sioux and 
Kimball Cos 1 Jul (RHu). 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: The summer range extends quite far ne. in Nebraska; 
one was seen near Springview in Keya Paha Co 1 Jul (DJN,KJ), about at 
the eastern edge of the range. 
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Northern Cardinal: This species is slowly expanding its range northwestward; one 
at Fort Robinson SHP 14 Jun (TJW) was one of veiy few recent records in 
the northwest. Also westerly were 2 in nw. Cherry Co 27 Jun (JED) and 
one in Thedford 3 Jul (LR,RH). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Far to the nw. of the usual southern and eastern summer 
range, one was singing at Smith Lake WMA 10-15 Jun (CNK,SJ), only 
about the 5th such summer record. 

Black-headed Grosbeak: Routine reports. 

Blue Grosbeak: Routine reports. 

Lazuli Bunting: Hybrids with Indigo Bunting are most numerous in the 
Panhandle; they were considered “common” around Fort Robinson SHP 14 
Jun (TJW). 

Indigo Bunting: Routine reports. 

Dickcissel: This was a banner year for Dickcissels westward. Normally, singing 
males show up in the west in late Jun and Jul, usually at alfalfa fields, sing 
for a while, then disappear. This year, they appeared early and stayed late, 
as though parts of their range to the south and east (Kansas and Oklahoma?) 
were unsuitable, possibly due to drought, but westerly conditions in 
Nebraska were very dry also. Indeed, a BBS route in ne. Lincoln Co that 
was run 23 Jun had fewer than usual, attributed to a dry spring and fewer 
broadleaf plants (TJW). Although a grassland species, Dickcissels prefer 
disturbed or weedy grasslands, including areas with scattered small shrubs 
and trees. Reports of singing birds at dates earlier than usual were from 
Clay Co 3 Jun, where broods were present by 4 Jul when usually adults are 
not seen until Jul (JGJ), and Crane Meadows NC, where they were “going 
great guns” by 4 Jun (DK). At least 10 were singing on a Sioux Co BBS 
route 10 Jun (HKH), and two were in Scotts Bluff Co 10 Jun (KD). They 
were in all counties visited on a Panhandle trip 11 Jun (SJD), and, despite 
not arriving at Valentine NWR until 5 Jun, they were “extremely common” 
by 15 Jun, including 2 nests found (TH). “A few” on the Pine Ridge 1 Jul 
“seemed strange”, even to a visiting birder (RHu). An excellent count was 
the 75 in Cedar Co 21 Jun (JJ), and density point counts in a se. Nebraska 
Henslow’s Sparrow study area yielded an estimated density of Dickcissels 
of about 80 per 100 acres (JGJ,WRS). 

Bobolink: Sightings at locations in se. Nebraska considered unusual were of 1-3 in 
Lancaster Co 2 and 11 Jun (LE,MUs), and 8 in Pawnee and Johnson Cos 3 
Jun (WRS). As with Grasshopper Sparrow, arrival at Crane Meadows NC 
was 10-14 days late (DK). 

Red-winged Blackbird: Routine reports. 

Eastern Meadowlark: Surprisingly scarce in the eastern RWB, one at Father Hupp 
WMA, Thayer Co, 18 Jun (LR,RH), was a good find. 

Western Meadowlark: The great abundance of this species in the Panhandle was 
illustrated by the count of 203 on a BBS route in Scotts Bluff Co 27 Jun 
(AK). 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Few remain to the south in summer, and so 2 at HCR 
11 Jun, the observers’ first ever there in Jun (G&WH), were a good find. 

Brewer’s Blackbird: Routine reports. 

Common Grackle: Routine reports. 

Great-tailed Grackle: Reports were statewide, including 3 as far nw. as Smith Lake 
WMA 14 Jun (SJ). This species now occurs throughout the state in 
association with wetlands, usually with cattails. 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Routine reports. 
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Orchard Oriole: An excellent count was the 41 at LM 11 Jun (SJD). 

Baltimore Oriole: One was at Smith Lake WMA with 3 Bullock’s Orioles 14 Jun 
(SJ); this is only the 9th Panhandle record for apparent Baltimore Orioles 
(most probably carry some Bullock’s genes). Adults were feeding young in 
Lancaster Co 23 Jun (LE). 

Bullock’s Oriole: Excellent numbers were found around L Minatare 6 Jun, 
including 7 pairs, one feeding young, and 2 additional males, for a total of 
16 adults (KD). A consistent location for hybrids is the Dalton BBS route, 
where a female Bullock’s along with 5 hybrids were tallied 18 Jun (WRS). 
Easternmost Bullock’s was one near Eli 23 Jun (JED). 

House Finch: Routine reports. 

Red Crossbill: Although breeding apparently can happen at any time, this summer 
evidence for “normally-timed” spring breeding was reported from several 
locations. Adults were feeding young at the Gordon Cem 10 Jun (CNK) 
and in a canyon south of Redington the same day (CNK,WM). An apparent 
family group with immatures was at Fort Robinson SHP 14 Jun (TJW). 
The only other reports were of 1-3 at Wildcat Hills NC feeders 23 Jun and 
18 Jul (GG,AK). 

Pine Siskin: Breeding records are generally from the northwest, such as adults 
feeding young at Gordon Cem 10 Jun (CNK), but less usual was an adult 
feeding a juvenile at Brule 17 Jun (CWH). The only other reports were of 
singles at North Platte 1 Jun (TJW) and Oliver Res 10 Jun (SJD). A pair 
was nestbuilding at the latter site this spring. 

Lesser Goldfinch: A black-backed male at Sidney 16 Jun (AS, details) was 
Nebraska’s 10th documented record. 

American Goldfinch: One was gathering nest material in Lancaster Co 8 Jul (LE); 
this species is a late nester. 

House Sparrow: Routine reports. 
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The endangered Whooping Cranes {Grus americana) that migrate between 
Wood Buffalo National Park, Alberta and Northwest Territories, and the Aransas 
National Wildlife Refuge Area, Texas, roost at many aquatic stopover locations 
(Austin and Richert 2001) including the central Platte River, Nebraska (Johnson 
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1982; Lingle et al. 1984, 1986, 1991; Faanes etal. 1992; Richert 1999). Under the 
U.S. Endangered Species Act, 90 km of the central Platte have been designated as 
critical habitat for the Whooping Crane, although suitable Platte River habitat for 
Whooping Crane and Sandhill Crane {Grus canadensis) continues to decline (Sidle 
et al. 1989, Currier 1997). The Whooping Crane has a long history of using the 
Platte River, and public agencies and private organizations have endeavored to learn 
more about Whooping Crane roost sites to enhance conservation of the species 
through regulatory and other efforts (Sidle et al. 1990a; Faanes 1992; Faanes and 
Bowman 1992; Ziewitz 1992). On the average, about 7% of the Whooping Cranes 
use the central Platte River as a stopover during migration (National Research 
Council 2005). Here we describe our aerial survey technique to locate roosting 
Whooping Cranes. 

Knowing the locations of Whooping Cranes roosting on the Platte River is 
necessary to improve our understanding of crane distribution and habitat 
characteristics of roost sites on the river. Records of roosting Whooping Cranes 
have largely relied upon observations reported by the public to government agencies 
or conservation organizations. There has been a need, however, for a more 
consistent, objective method of determining roost site locations. One methodical 
approach to locate Whooping Cranes is to fly in a light aircraft along the Platte 
River at dawn or dusk. At dawn, the birds are close to leaving the roost to migrate 
north or south, or to feed in adjacent wet meadows and croplands. At dusk, the 
birds may be just arriving from meadows and cropland. Whether at dawn or dusk, 
there is a narrow window to visually detect roosting Whooping Cranes. 

During 23 March to 1 May, 1984-1993, we flew a Cessna 172 daily, 
weather permitting, along the Platte River from east to west between the Highway 

34 bridge southeast of Grand Island, Nebraska, and the J-2 irrigation canal return 
near Lexington (143 km). One of us (JGS) piloted the aircraft during 1987-1993, 
accompanied by one observer (WGJ, CAF, or other). Our ground speed was about 
110 kph, our altitude was 120-150 m above ground level (agl), and we flew along 
the south bank of the Platte River. We departed Hall County Regional Airport north 
of Grand Island at 0700 CST and usually returned around 0840 CSX via the north 
bank of the Platte. During 1987-1989 springs, we also flew along the Platte during 
the evening beginning at 1900 CST and returning to the airport by 2040 CST. Fall 
surveys were carried out during 1-31 October 1987-1990 from 0700 to 0840 CST. 
Upon detecting a suspect Whooping Crane, we descended to 60-90 m agl to inspect 
the species or object. The \!^ooping Crane is easily visible, as are scattered 
American White Pelicans {Pelecantis erythrorhynchos) (Sidle et al. 1990b, Sidle et 
al. 1993). We commonly inspected the pelicans as well as large pieces of white 
plastic, very light-colored drift wood, and an occasional white cow. 

We carried out 191 spring morning flights, 66 spring evening flights, and 
106 fall morning flights for a total of 363 flights (508 hr of flight time). We made 

35 Whooping Crane observations (22 Whooping Cranes), typically in the wide 
channels described by Faanes et al. (1992). Eighteen of these Whooping Crane 
observations were of the same Whooping Crane that roosted daily with flocks of 
Sandhill Cranes during March-April, 1987 (Faanes and Lingle 1988). We 
consistently located this Whooping Crane without pre-flight knowledge of its 
location and despite its presence in large flocks of Sandhill Cranes. Of the 
remaining 17 observations, nine observations (11 Whooping Cranes) were of 
Whooping Cranes that had aheady been reported by the public the evening prior to a 
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morning flight or in a diurnal observation reported before an evening flight. We 
made eight observations of ten unreported Whooping Cranes at five separate 
locations. For a substantial investment in flight and personnel time, the aerial 
surveys almost doubled the number of already observed Whooping Cranes. 

The central Platte River valley is flat with open meadows and cropland. 
Feeding Whooping Cranes are easily visible in the valley and there is enough 
sensitivity to the Whooping Crane that the likelihood of ground sightings of 
Whooping Cranes is high. However, some Whooping Cranes pass unnoticed or are 
observed but not reported. They are, after all, one of the rarest species on Earth. 
During our 1984-1993 aerial surveys, the world Whooping Crane population ranged 
from 86 to 146 birds and numbered 237 in 2006 (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
news release dated 18 December 2006). 

Discussion about the Whooping Crane’s use of the Platte River continues 
(Chavez-Ramirez 2004), although the central Platte is still recognized as important 
stopover habitat (Canadian Wildlife Service and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
2005). The National Research Council (2005) concluded that there are no apparently 
suitable alternatives to replace the central Platte River in its function as habitat for 
migrating Whooping Cranes, and loss of Platte River habitat would have potentially 
serious consequences for the species. Combined aerial and ground detection of 
Whooping Cranes will likely reveal more about the stopover behavior of the 
Whooping Crane along the Platte River. 

We thank G.R. Lingle and the late P. J. Currier for participating in some of 
the Whooping Crane searches. 
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WHITE-CHEEKED GEESE IN NEBRASKA 

W. Ross Silcock 

P.O. Box 57, Tabor, lA 51653 

silcock@rosssilcock.com 

INTRODUCTION 

The intent of this paper is to summarize the current state of knowledge 
regarding White-cheeked Goose subspecies whose occurrence can be documented in 
Nebraska. The name “White-cheeked Goose” is used in reference to the various taxa 
included within the two species Canada Goose {Branta canadensis) and Cackling 
Goose (B. hutchinsii), as constituted by the American Ornithologists’ Union (AOU; 
2004). Using culmen measurements, confirmation of bodi species’ and the 
“expected” subspecies’ occurrence in Nebraska was documented, but culmen 
measurements alone could not confirm occurrence of any of the “unexpected” 
subspecies. 

TAXONOMY 

As many as 10 subspecies of White-cheeked Goose were described by the 
AOU (1957), five of which {interior, maxima, parvipes, taverneri, and hutchinsii) 
were assumed to occur in Nebraska by Rapp et al. (1958). Since then there have been 
additional attempts to delineate subspecific relationships. Palmer (1976) attempted 
to clarify the evolutionary histories and relationships among populations and 
modified the AOU (1957) classification. These works and others have left 
considerable taxonomic confusion that also impacts our understanding of the 
subspecies found in Nebraska. The most recent treatment is that of Mowbray et al. 
(2002), who listed 11 subspecies of White-cheeked Goose. Genetic studies have 
shown that two groups can be discerned within these 11 subspecies, one containing 
7 large subspecies and the other 4 small subspecies. Recently, the AOU (2004) 
designated these two groups full species, Canada Goose {B. canadensis), consisting 
of the 7 large subspecies canadensis, interior, maxima, moffitti, parvipes, 
occidentalis, and fulva, and Cackling Goose {B. hutchinsii), consisting of the 4 
small subspecies hutchinsii, taverneri, minima, and leucopareia. 


PUTATIVE NEBRASKA OCCURRENCE 

According to ranges described by Mowbray et al. (2002), Bellrose (1976), 
and Palmer (1976), subspecies of Canada Goose likely to occur in Nebraska are 
interior, maxima, parvipes, and moffitti, and of Cackling Goose the only likely 
subspecies is hutchinsii. 

B. c. interior is a medium-large goose that breeds in east-central Canada and 
migrates primarily along the Mississippi Flyway, with small numbers using the 
Missouri Valley, and winters from Squaw Creek NWR in northwest Missouri 
southward. This subspecies would be expected in eastern Nebraska as a migrant, but 
is a large goose and thus difficult to separate in the field from maxima and moffitti 
and their intergrades (see below). 
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There are old reports of occurrence of B. c. minima in Nebraska, but cited 
evidence (measurements, see below) does not exclude hutchinsii. More recent field 
observations of small brown-breasted geese are more problematic, however; similar 
reports in Ontario and on the Atlantic Coast have been considered dark examples of 
hutchinsii or escapes (Abraham 2005). Nevertheless, it is possible that occasional 
strays of the northwest Pacific Coast and Alaska populations of Cackling Goose 
mi^t occur in Nebraska. 

METHODS 

Armed with this backgroimd information, I decided to investigate which 
White-cheeked Goose subspecies could be documented for Nebraska. An interesting 
paper was published by DuMont and Swenk (1934), who presented measurements 
and, importantly, gender, of 404 specimens of White-cheeked Geese collected in the 
central Platte Valley 1 Oct-11 Dec 1884 and 18 Mar-11 Apr 1885. DuMont and 
Swenk concluded that 17 of the 404 were hutchinsii (4%), 325 leucopareia (80%), 
and 62 canadensis (15%). At that time, leucopareia was used for birds currently 
named parvipes or mofjitti, and canadensis for larger birds currently maxima^ 
moffitti^ or interior. 

Swenk also noted measurements of specimens encountered in various 
collections that he visited, notably those of Brookings, Black, and Olsen, but also 
others. The few White-cheeked Goose specimens for which he recorded data were 
included in this study. The University of Nebraska State Museum (UNSM) 
collection has a few skins and skulls of White-cheeked Geese. These were examined 
by the author and Joel Jorgensen in January 2005 with the expert help of Thomas 
Labedz, Collection Manager. 

A widely-reported measurement was chosen to determine subspecies, 
“exposed culmen”, sometimes referred to as “bill” (Palmer 1976). This measurement 
is the distance from bill tip along the top of the culmen (mandible, or upper bill) to 
the base of the first feathers. In White-cheeked Geese, males generally have larger 
culmen measurements than females. Although there is considerable overlap between 
subspecies and gender in this measurement, the number of available Nebraska 
specimens of known gender help in improving accuracy of identification. I compared 
culmen data from the sources discussed above to reference measurements from 
Palmer (1976) and Mowbray et al. (2002) and used this as a basis for confirming the 
presence of White-cheeked Goose subspecies in Nebraska. Only culmen length was 
used; the intent of this study was to see whether these data could confirm at least the 
occurrence in Nebraska of Cackling and Canada Geese, as well as the expected 
subspecies. Thus a conservative approach required placing only those measurements 
which could be assigned unequivocally within known ranges for the expected 
subspecies, and omitting the remainder. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Table 1 summarizes culmen measurements found in the various sources 
examined and compares these to ranges cited by Mowbray et al (2002) and Palmer 
(1976); the measurements from these two sources were combined but kept separate 
by gender, and are shown in Table 1 as “reference”. Only 160 of the 404 specimens 
listed by DuMont and Swenk (1934) could be safely assigned to a subspecies; only 
these are included in Table 1. 
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TABLE 1. Culmen measurements (mm) of Nebraska White-cheeked Geese. 



hutchinsii 

parvipes 

interior 

maxima 

FEMALES 





reference 

31.7-39.3 

36.0-45.5 

43.0-56.0 

50.5-63.0 

non-overlap 

range 

<35.9 

39.4-42.9 

45.6-50.4 

>56.0 

DuMont 

and Swenk 

(1934) 

33.0-35.6 

(n = 9) 

40.6 (n = 38) 

45.7-48.3 

(n = 40) 

63.5 (n=l) 






UNSM skull 

(1991) 




69.3 (n-1) 






MALES 





reference 

32.3-43.8 

38.0-46.0 

46.0-61.0 

55.6-72.0 

non-overlap 

range 

<38.0 

43.9-45.9 

46.1-55.5 

>61.0 

DuMont 

and Swenk 

(1934) 

35.6 (n = 8) 

45.7 (n = 32) 

48.3-53.3 

(n = 30) 

63.5 (n = 2) 






UNSM skin 

(1990) 

34.9 (n = 1) 





Although only 160 of the 440 specimens listed by DuMont and Swenk 
(1934) could safely be assigned to subspecies (the others were within areas of 
overlapping measurements between subspecies), only one of the 440 was entirely 
outside the reference ranges of the four subspecies listed above. This was a very 
small male hutchinsii, culmen 30.5 mm. \^ile this measurement is within the 
range of minima, it is probably more likely that this bird was small as a result of 
malnourishment or disease, a frequent phenomenon in wild geese (Leafloor et al. 
1998, Abraham 2005). Also, young birds in their first fall may be only 90% of adult 
size (Abraham 2005). That the assignments in Table 1 are plausible is supported by 
the fairly even numbers of males and females assigned to each taxon; there is no 
reason to believe the collectors favored either gender, and White-cheeked Geese tend 
to be paired throughout their lives. It is also assumed here that approximately equal 
numbers of male and female White-cheeked Geese occur in Nebraska. 

The data in Table 1 confirm the occurrence in Nebraska of two species of 
White-cheeked Goose, Canada and Cackling, and within Canada, three subspecies, 
parvipes, interior, and maxima. At the time of collection of the specimens analyzed 
by Swenk, maxima was rare; this is supported by the finding that only one male and 
two females from DuMont and Swenk’s paper shown in Table 1 were assigned to 
maxima. The number of birds assigned to interior is somewhat surprising, as this 
subspecies is generally thought to occur east of Nebraska, perhaps west to the 
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Missouri River Valley. It is possible that some of the birds assigned to interior are 
in fact moffitti, but this is unlikely in that when the DuMont and Swenk specimens 
were collected in the 1880s there were no re-introduced moffitti, as there are today. 
Thus the data suggest that interior may indeed occur in central Nebraska in good 
numbers, or possibly that in the 1880s it occurred rather further westward than it 
does today. DuMont and Swenk (1934) assigned 4% of the studied specimens to 
hutchinsii; Table 1 assigns 16 of the 160 specimens listed to hutchinsii, about 16%. 
This discrepancy possibly results from Swenk’s inclusion in leucopareia of many of 
the larger hutchinsii. 

OCCURRENCE OF OTHER WHITE-CHEEKED GOOSE TAXA IN NEBRASKA 

Earlier authors mentioned other taxa of White-cheeked Goose occurring in 
Nebraska. Rapp et al. (1958) listed taverneri without documentation, and currently 
this name is used for Alaskan breeders that winter along the Pacific Coast. DuMont 
and Swenk (1934) used the names leucopareia and canadensis; the former is now 
restricted to the population breeding in the Aleutian Islands and wintering in 
California, and the latter to the easternmost subspecies of Canada Goose, breeding in 
eastern Canada and wintering along the Atlantic Coast. 

Currently, many re-established populations of Canada Geese in Nebraska are 
intergrades of maxima and moffitti, and also possibly interior. These (along with 
canadensis) are the largest subspecies of Canada Goose. Although many re¬ 
established Canada Geese are sedentary, a large portion of the population undertakes 
an extensive molt-migration to the Hudson and James Bays area. According to 
Mowbray et al. (2002), 70% of these molting birds were 1-2 years old, with the 
remainder mostly failed adult breeders. This molt migration takes place in late May 
through mid-June, and returning birds would be expected with the usual fall influx 
of Canada Geese. Thus there should be a component of fall migrant Canada Geese 
that are moffitti/maxima intergrades. If these birds are returning from the Hudson and 
James Bay area, they would mingle with migrating interior and hutchinsii, which 
breed in that area, as well as migratory parvipes once Nebraska is reached. By 
comparison with friese taxa, moffitti/maxima intergrades would appear veiy large 
except when with interior, which may only occur in numbers in extreme eastern 
Nebraska. 

There is no documented occurrence of migratory Great Basin moffitti for 
Nebraska, despite the nearness of its migratory corridor to the western Panhandle. It 
seems entirely likely that a few migratory moffitti occur in the Panhandle. The Hi- 
Line Management Unit of Canada Geese (Hansen and Nelson 1964, Bellrose 1970) 
consists entirely of moffitti (Mowbray et al 2002); this population breeds east to 
north-central Colorado and migrates a short distance southward, wintering east to 
central Colorado (Mowbray et al 2002) The data in DuMont and Swenk (1934) 
contained no measurements that unequivocally confirm occurrence of moffitti; this is 
not surprising in that these specimens were collected in central Nebraska, where 
migratory moffitti would not be expected. 

Recently, field reports have been received of small, dark-breasted geese 
identified as minima. Their identity remains a question; minima would be unlikely 
to occur in Nebraska as it breeds in western Alaska and winters in the Pacific 
Northwest. Swenk (Notes) cites measurements of two specimens considered to be 
minima; both, however, can be assigned safely to hutchinsii. Abraham (2005) cites 
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banding data that show that of over 9000 White-cheeked Geese banded between 1975 

and 1994 in the central and western arctic breeding areas none were recovered east of 

the Missouri River. 
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Correction to Winter Bird Numbers Article 

Editor's Note: We regret that there was an error in the text of the Paul Johnsgard 
article "Recent Changes in Winter Bird Numbers at Lincoln, Nebraska" publshed in 
the March 2006 Nebraska Bird Review (Volume 74 Number 1). The last sentence in 
the first full paragraph on page 18 should read: "(The House Sparrow is declining 
annually at a rate of 2.5%, and the House Finch is increasing at an annual rate of 
1.15%.)" 
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"Letter of Information" Excerpts 

In the early years of the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union, which was 
founded in 1899, the organization published its Proceedings, yearly through 1902 
and less frequently for the following 13 years. Beginning in 1916, the NOU allied 
itself with the Wilson Ornithological Club, and its annual proceedings were 
published by that organization for the next nine years. In 1925, distribution of a 
mimeographed "Letter of Information" began, with NOU Secretary-Treasurer Myron 
H. Swenk acting as editor. These Letters, which contain announcements, accounts 
of meetings and field trips, and notes on bird sightings from members, were 
published through 1932. They bridged the gap between the more formal publication 
of the Wilson Ornithological Club and The Nebraska Bird Review, which began in 
1933. 

A few original sets of the Letters of Information are preserved in the NOU 
Archives in Nebraska Hall at the University of Nebraska at Lincoln. The Letters 
range from serious to whimsical and provide a fascinating glimpse into birding in 
Nebraska in the 1920s and 1930s. In upcoming issues of The Nebraska Bird Review, 
we will reprint excerpts from the Letters, as space allows, for a view of what our 
organization was like 75+ years ago. 


February 10, 1927 Letter of Information #20 

Rev. J. H. Bates of Red Cloud reports under date of January 19 that for the past 
month or so, large flocks of the Saskatchewan Homed Lark have been feeding on 
cane seed and similar seed in that vicinity. Rev. Bates sends a specimen of these 
birds that was brought to him on January 18 to enable accurate identification. He 
reports that the birds are quite shy. Also, Rev. Bates makes mention that Miss 
Emma Smith of Franklin, Nebraska, reports that eight Pinyon Jays are wintering in 
that vicinity. Rev. Bates has rather made a special study of the Pinyon Jay in 
Nebraska, and says that these are the first birds of the species to be reported from 
that part of the state for several years. 


October 6, 1930 Letter of Information #53 

Under date of September 24, Mrs. A. H. Jones writes that Mr. Lockwood, who lives 
along the Platte River north of Hastings and makes a specialty of growing melons, 
lost his entire crop of early melons because of depredations by the Ring-necked 
Pheasant. Lack of water, the Platter River being entirely dry at that time, is 
considered by Mr. Lockwood to be the cause of these attacks on his melon patch. 
By actual count the pheasants destroyed 482 of Mr. Lockwood's melons. In a 40- 
acre field he counted 17 coveys of pheasants, which indicates the abundance of these 
birds in his locality. 


November 15, 1932 Letter of Information #68 

Under date of November 1, Mr. Wilson Tout of North Platte sends in a fine 
specimen of Double-crested Cormorant shot near that place. Mr. Tout reports that 
there are a great many Lesser Canada Geese (^"Hutchins Goose") migrating through 
there this year, even more than of the larger form, the Common Canada Goose, 
though he observes that it may be a little early for the main flight of the latter birds. 
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FALL FIELD REPORT, August-November 2006 


Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, lA 51653 
silcock@ro$ssilcock.com 


INTRODUCTION 

First, I want to say how much I appreciate observers’ responses to my 
requests for additional details on various sightings, not just rarities, but early and 
late dates. It’s important to have these details for the archives to help hiture readers 
and researchers feel more comfortable with records from our era. 

Patterns that were apparent included a generally quiet fall for waterfowl (they 
were all at L McConaughy), but excellent numbers of the rarer two scoters (but NO 
White-winged!) and a surprising 16 Red-necked Grebes. On the other hand, numbers 
of staging Western Greb^ were down significantly, apparently due to poor (dry) 
summer breeding conditions, but a flock of Brant and a Harlequin Duck added spice. 
Among herons, there were more Snowy Egrets than Greats in the eastern Rainwater 
Basin! Snowies and Little Blue Herons appeared in good numbers, and the 10th 
Glossy Ibis for 2006 (!) made an appearance. A fifrh breeding location for Sandhill 
Crane was reported. 

Among shorebirds, record numbers of American Golden-Plovers were 
located, and the recent increase in fall sightings of White-rumped Sandpipers 
continued. These two species, along with Hudsonian Godwit, are usually scarcer in 
frll than in spring. Al^ unprecedented historically was a fall flock of 28 migrant 
Mountain Plovers; previously, records after July were extremely unusual. Other 
lingering shorebirds included Semipalmated and Piping Plovers, Black-necked Stilt, 
Willet, and Long-billed Curlew. A count of 5500 Wilson’s Phalaropes at Crescent L 
NWR was exciting! 

Adding to our scanty knowledge of the (expanding?) western limits of Barred 
Owl distribution was a photo of one near North Platte. Western birds east included 
several late Rufous Hummingbirds, a Rock Wren, a Chestnut-collared Longspur, and 
a female Bullock’s Oriole, while eastern birds west included a calling Yellow-bellied 
Flycatcher, a White-eyed Vireo, and a Cape May Warbler. It seems that to find such 
rare eastern passerines, one must find a migrant trap like L Ogallala in the west. 
Staying in the east where they should be, and showing in better numbers overall and 
bet^ than usual in August, were Philadelphia Vireo, and 4 waihler species: Yellow, 
Chestnut-sided, Black-throated Green, and Canada. 

1 have to mention Lonnie Frimann’s Curve-billed Thrasher; it’s still at his 
southeast Sioux Co ranch and is entering its 6th year of age and 5th in Nebraska. 
Along with feeding young robins and Brown Thrashers, it has taken to following 
Lonnie around die ranch and even burst into song this past August. 

Apart from the Harlequin Duck mentioned above, rarities Included Wood 
Stork (mentioned in the Summer Report), Red Phalarope, Pomarine Jaeger, 
Laughing, Little, and Great Black-backed Gulls, Arctic Tern, and Common Raven. 
Others, close calls that may have been correctly made but which may not have been 
documented quite well enough to convince ^e Records Committee (I hope I’m 
wrong), were a female Gaiganey, a Black Rail, and an easterly Brewer’s Sparrow. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 

ADF: Arbor Day Farm, Otoe Co; BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co; 
Cem: Cemetery; Co(s): County(ies); CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co; FF: 
Fontenelle Forest, S^y Co; GPD: Gavin’s Point Dam, Knox/Cedar Cos; HCR: 
Flarlan Co Res, Harlan Co; ICSP: Indian Cave SP, Nemaha/Richardson Cos; L: 
Lake; LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co; LNB: Lakes North and Babcock, Platte Co; 
LO; L Ogallala (includes contiguous Keystone L), KeiUi Co; m. ob.: many 
observers; NC: Nature Center; NGP: Nebraska Game and Parks Commission; NM: 
National Monument; NNF: Nebraska National Forest, Thomas Co; NOURC: 
Nebraska Ornithologists' Union Records Committee; NWR: National Wildlife 
Refuge; PL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co; Res: Reservoir; RWB: Rainwater Basin, 
including parts of Phelps, Hamilton, York, Clay, Fillmore, and Thayer Cos; SCP: 
Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co; SHP: State Historical Park; SL: Sewage 
Lagoon(s); SP: State Park; SRA: State Recreation Area; WMA: (State) Wildlife 
Man^ement Area; WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area; WSR; Wind 
Springs Ranch, Sioux Co. 


GAZETTEER 

Harvard Marsh: WPA, Clay Co; Johnson L: SRA and Regulating Res, 
Gosper and Dawson Cos; L Minatare: Scotts Bluff Co; Oliver Res: SRA, Kimball 
Co; Ponca SP: Dixon Co; Sandhills: large area of sand-based prairie in north-central 
Nelnaska; Smith L: WMA, Sheridan Co; Wehrspann L: Corps of Engineers 
Reservoir with Chaleo Hills Recreation Area, Sarpy Co; Willow Creek L: SRA, 
Pierce Co; Valentine NWR: Cherry Co. 


OBSERVERS 

AB: Aaron Brees, Des Moines, lA; AD; Ann Duey, Scottsbiuff; AK: Alice 
Kenitz, Gering; ARy: Allan Reyer, Bellevue; BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux 
City; BH: Barbi Hayes, Elkhom; BS; Bill Scheible, Cedar Rapids, lA; CG: Carlos 
Grande, Geneva y Espafla; CH; Carolyn Hall, Bassett; CL; Chuck Lesiak, Lincoln; 
CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue; CS: Carolyn Sonderman, Omaha; CW: Cole 
Wild, Columbus; D&JP: Don & Jan Paseka, Ames; DB: Duane Bright, Bellevue; 
DH: Derek Hill, Imperial; DK: Dan Kim, Grand Island; DS: Don Showen, Lincoln; 
DSt: Dave Stage, Elkhom; DW: Duane Wolff, Norfolk; EB: Elliott Bedows, 
Bellevue; EBe: Eric Bents, Omaha; G&WH: Glen & Wanda Hoge, Alma; GC: 
George Canterbury, Papillion; HKH: Helen K. Hughson, Mitchell; JEt: Jim 
Etherton, Doniphan; JF; John Flavin, Chadron; JG: Jay Gilliam, Norwalk, lA; JGu: 
Joe Gubanyi, Seward; JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln; JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield; 
JSt: Jon Strong, Omaha; JT: Jerry Toll, Omaha; JWH: John W. Hall, Omaha; KD: 
Kathy DeLara, Mitchell; KK: Ken Kranik, Sterling, CO; KN: Kay Niyo, Evergreen, 
CO; KS: Kent Skaggs, Kearney; KP: Kevin Poague, Lincoln; L&BP: Loren & Babs 
Padelford, Bellevue; L&CF: Laurence & Carol Falk, Nebraska City; L&SW: Lin 
and Steve Willet, Bellevue; LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln; LF: Lonnie Frimann, 
Scottsbiuff; LR; Lanny Randolph, Gibbon; LRB: Linda R. Brown, Lincoln; LS: 
Larry Snyder, Kimball; MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton; Ml: Marshall lliff, West 
Roxbury, MA; MM; Marty Mathieson, Shelton; MN: Melvin Nenneman, Valentine; 
MU: Mark Urwiller, Kearney; MUs: Moni Usasz, Lincoln; NL: Nick Lyman, North 
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Platte; PD: Paul Dunbar, Hastings; PR: Paul Roisen, Sioux City, lA; RB: Roland 
Barth, Bellevue; RE: Rick Eades, Lincoln; RH: Robin Harding, Gibbon; RL: 
Richard Luehrs, Kearney; RS: Rick Schmid, Omaha; RSg: Ruben Siegfried, 
Scottsbluff; SA: Sue Amiotte, Chadron; SJ: Stephen Jones, Boulder, CO; SJD: 
Stephen J. Dinsmore, Ames, lA; SS: Scott Schuette, Troy, MO; SW: Scott Wessel, 
Norfolk; TEL: Thomas E. Labedz, Lincoln; TH: Tyler Hicks, Valentine; THa: Tim 
Hajda, Broken Bow; TJW: T.J, Walker, Brady; TM: Tracy Morfeld, Valley; TR: 
Tommie Rogers, Mound City, MO; TS: Tom Stehn, Aransas, TX; WF: William 
Flack, Madison; WM: Wayne MoIIhoff, Ashland; WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, 
lA. 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Greater White-fronted Goose: One at LM 25 Aug and 17 Sep was probably 
summering (SJD). An early fiill arrival was at LNB 26 Sep (CW); first large 
flock was the 250 near Hastings 23 Oct (PD). Unusual for die Panhandle wete 
1-3 at Oliver Res 30 Oct-4 Nov (SJD,TJW). 

Snow Goose: Arrival was late; few were reported until 900 arrived at Johnson L 16 
Nov (PD) and “thousands” were near West Point 28 Nov (RE). 

Ross's Goose: Rather early arrivals were two at LNB 18 Oct (CW) and one at 
Hastings 21 Oct (PD). Best count was 79 at LM 31 Oct (SJD). 

Brant: About the 18th fall record was a surprising fiock of 30-40 in fight in Dixon 
Co 24 Oct (RE; details). Most are found as singles or with smaller forms of 
Canada Geese or Cackling Geese, although flocks of up to 3 have been 
reported. 

Cackling Goose: A now-resident bird continued at Schramm SP 8 Sep (L&BP). 
First arrival was one at LNB 23 Oct (CW). First large fiocks were the 
“hundreds” at Oliver Res 4 Nov (TJW) and 83 the same day in Knox Co 
(MB). 

Canada Goose: First migrants reported were a fiock of 68 at HCR 8 Sep (G&WH). 

Trumpeter Swan: Routine reports. 

Tundra Swan: Two adults and a juvenile were at LNB 10-23 Nov (CW, m.ob.); 
this species is a rare migrant. 

Wood Duck: Routine reports. 

Gadwall: A record fell count was the 5800 at LM 31 Oct (SJD). 

American Wigeon: A good fall count was the 1305 at LM 31 Oct (SJD). 

Mallard: Routine reports. 

Blue-winged Teal: Last was one in Lancaster Co 5 Nov (LE). 

Cinnamon Teal; Routine reports. 

Northern Shoveler: A good count was the 1505 at LM 31 Oct (SJD). 

Northern Pintail: An excellent count was the 530 at LM 31 Oct (SJD). 

Garganey: A report of a female/juvenile in Nance Co 12 Oct was forwarded to 
NOURC. There are 2 documented records for the state. 

Green-winged Teat: The 15,100 at LM 31 Oct (SJD) was a record fell count. 

Canvasback; An excellent count was the 1388 at LM 31 Oct (SJD). 

Redhead: The 1830 at LM 31 Oct (SJD) was merely a good count. 

Ring-necked Duck: Two at Alma SL 4 Aug (JSt) provided a rare summer record 
away from the Sandhills; this species does not breed in the state. An excellent 
fell count was the 779 at LM 31 Oct (SJD). 
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Greater Seaup: Six at LG and 4 at L Maloney, Lincoln Co, 31 Oct (SJD) were 
lather earty; 16 were at LO 2 Nov (JGJ). 

Leseer Scaup: Almost tripling the previous record hill count were the 3450 at LM 
31 Oct (SJD); the 1250 at L Maloney the same day (SJD) would have been 
enough to be a new record! 

Harlequin Duck: A report from a wildlife biologist of 4 birds that flew in and 
landed at Goose L, Holt Co, 12 Nov (SW) was Nebraska's 5th documented 
report, 4th in the last 13 years, most in northeast Nebraska. 

Surf Scoter: Probably a record showing was the total of 13 birds reported 22 Oct-16 
Nov, including 6 female/juvenile birds at LM 31 Oct (SJD). Others were an 
immature at GPD 11 Nov (BFH), 3 sub-adult males at LNB 16 Nov (JGJ), 
and single female/immature birds at Red Cloud SL 22 Oct (LR,RH), Lincoln 
27 Oct (JGJ), and Willow Creek L 27-29 Oct (MB,PR). 

White-winged Scoter: Oddly, none were reported; this is usually the most common 
scoter. 

Black Scoter. Completing a strange scoter fall, this species, normally the least 
numerous of the three, passed through in amazing numbers. A total of at least 
27 were reported 14 Oct-28 Nov, including an unprecedented flock of 20 
female/immature birds at Salt L, Lincoln^ 25 Oct (JGJ). Some of these, or 
possibly different birds, lingered at Salt L through 8 Nov (JGJ,LE). 
Elsewhere, 1-3 were at PL 14-28 Oct (JGJ,LE), the 14 Oct date rather early, 
and singles were at BOL 15 Oct (JGJ), Willow Creek L 29 Oct (MB,PR), 
Niobrara 5 Nov (MB), and in Dodge Co 28-29 Nov (RE,D&JP). 

Long-tailed Duck: Also in above average numbers, at least 7 were reported 30 Oct- 
17 Nov. A juvenile arrived rather early at Salt L, Lincoln, 30 Oct and stayed 
through 14 Nov (JGJ). An adult female and 2 immatures were at LO 3 Nov 
(TJW) and 2 were at Goose L, Holt Co, 12 Nov (SW). An immature was at 
L Maloney, Lincoln Co, 17 Nov (NL). 

Bufllebead: The 1266 at LM 31 Oct (SJD) was an excellent count. 

Common Goldeneye: Two in Scotts Bluff Co 23 Oct (AK) were rather early. 
Photos were {M-ovided of 2 at J(4uison L 16 Nov that had duslQ^ yellowish 
bills, a characteristic of Barrow’s Goldeneye but sometimes seen in Conunons 
also; the photos showed that the Johnson L birds were indeed Commons 
(PD). 

Hooded Merganser: Good counts were the 89 in Lancaster Co 3 Nov (LE) and 80 
at LO 31 Oct (SJD). An adult female at LO 26 Aug (SJD,AB,JG) was 
unexpected; migrants usually arrive after mid-Sep. 

Common Merganser: Singles in Scotts Bluff Co 30 Sep (AK) and at LO 5 Oct 
(DH) were at locations where molt migrants are known to occur, next repruted 
was one at Johnson L 16 Nov (PD). 

Red-breasted Merganser Routine reports. 

Ruddy Duck: Routine reports. 

Gray Partridge: None were reported. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Routine reports. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Routine repels. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: Reports from the northwest are rare; 3 at Smith L, 10 
Aug (SJ) provide the first northern Panhandle report since 1978. One at Jack 
Sinn WMA, Lancaster Co, 30 Aug (RE) was unexpected for that county away 
from the Denton area. Four birds at Harvard Marsh 20 Oct (PD) continue the 
recent e. RWB sightings. Reports from the southwest include 12 birds nw. of 
Wellfleet 16 Oct (TJW) and 20 in sw. Chase Co 20 Oct (TJW). Best count 
was 50 in northern Buffalo Co 26 Nov (TEL). 
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Wild Turkey; Very late for dependent poults was the sighting 7 Nov of a hen with 
2 about 3 weeks old in Saipy Co (ARy). 

Northern Bobwhite: Adding to a few recent reports from the northwest were the 4 
in Dawes Co 8 Aug (CNK). 

Pacific Loon: The two reports were of a juvenile at Sutherland Res, Lincoln Co, 31 
Oct (SJD) and a single at LM 3 Nov (TJW), Reports in recent years have been 
few. 

Common Loon; LO had 1-2 summering on 26-27 Aug (SJD,AB,JG); one 
continued through 14 Oct (LR,RH), with probably a migrant there 2 Nov 
(JGJ). Elsewhere, first migrant was at GPD 21-22 Oct (MB,BFH). Best count 
was 5 at BOL 6 Nov (JGJ). 

Pied-billed Grebe: The 166 at BOL 9 Sep (LE) was a good count. 

Homed Grebe; This species was widely reported 16 Sep-25 Nov, a total of about 
85. Best count was a moderate 26 at BOL 28 Sep (JGJ). 

R^-necked Grebe: This may have been the best fall ever for the state, with a total 
of at least 16 birds reported, including an unprecedented flock of 11 at BOL 
28 Oct (JGJ). First was a basic-plumaged bird at LO 3 Sep (DH), presumably 
an immature non-breeder. At least one was at BOL 25 Oct-6 Nov 
(JGJ,SJD,LE). In addition, a first-winter bird was at Red Willow Res, 
Frontier Co, 1 Nov (TJW) and 3 were at Calamus Res SRA, Garfield and 
Loup Cos, 14 Nov (JGJ). 

Eared Grebe: Migrants were on frie move a bit early, with 45 at Enders Res, Chase 
Co, 27 Sep (DH); one appeared at HCR 28 Sep (G&WH). 

Western Grebe: Very early were 3 near Niobrara 13 Aug (BFH); fwevious earliest 
dates in the east were in mid-Sep. One photographed at Johnson L 16 Nov 
had features intermediate between Western and Clark’s Grebes (PD). One at 
Wehrspann L rather early on 29 Aug was reported as a “possible” Clark’s 
(JWH). What these intermediate birds are is not clear; they might be hybrids, 
immatures that have not yet achieved discrete characters, or wintering birds 
with unclear features. Best count was a mediocre (compared to previous years’ 
top 3 counts of 30,000+) 8160 at LM 26 Aug (SJD,AB,JG). 

Clark’s Grebe: Only the 4th and 5di fall reports for the east were singles at LNB 23 
Oct (CW) and Willow Creek Res, Pierce Co, 27-29 Oct (MB,PR). The 21 at 
LM 15 Sep (SJD,WRS,KN) was an excellent tally. 

Amencan White Pelican: Routine reports. 

Double-crested Cormorant: Best count was the 1200 at HCR 8 Oct (G&WH). 
Rather early for such a number, 339 weie at LO 26 Aug (SJD), perhaps a 
consequence of dry conditions in the Sandhills. 

American Bittern: Rather early, possibly summering, was one near Niobrara 27 
Aug (BFH), and last reported was rather late in Thayer Co 13 Nov (WF). 

Least Bittern: The only report was from a northerly but possibly regular site. Ferry 
Landing WMA, Knox Co, 17 Sep (MB), also a rather late date. 

Great Blue Heron: Routine reports. 

Great Egret: Best count was from HCR, with 55 there 7 Aug (G&WH), while 
numbers were low in the e. RWB (JGJ). Less common westward, singles 
(same bird?) were at LM 26 Aug (SJD,AB,JG) and 15 Sep (SJD,KN,WRS). 

Snowy Egret: Apparently replacing Great Egrets in the e. RWB, a surprising 61 in a 
single flock were found 5 Oct in Fillmore Co (JGJ). Elsewhere, 33 others 
were found statewide, with 13 at LNB 11 Sep (CW). One at Niobrara 25 Oct 
(MB) was 3rd latest ever in fall. 




Vol. 74 No. 4 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


m 


Little Blue Heron: A few more than usual (7) were reported, including 3 at HCR 13 
Aug (G&WH), one near Ashland 3-5 Aug (GC, m.ob.), a juvenile at LNB 15 
Aug (CW), one in Douglas Co 2 Oct (BH), and an immature at GPD 9 Oct 
(DW). The 9 Oct sighting is the 2nd-latest ever, there are now 6 reports for 
Oct, but none for the period 20 Sep-1 Oct. 

Cattle Egret: One at Niobrara 4 Nov (MB) was about the 5th-latest ever. 

Green Heron: Routine reports. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: Routine reports. 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: The only report was of one in Chase Co 19 Aug 
(DH); westerly reports are few, with only 5 from the Panhandle. 

Glossy Ibis: Adding to the string of reports in recent years, one photographed in the 
RWB 5 Oct (JGJ) was the 10th for 2006, and by far the latest date so lar for 
Nebraska. 

White-faced Ibis: The good summer numbers continued at CLNWR, with 139 there 
11 Aug (SS). Other good counts were 60 at LM 27 Aug (SJD,KN,WRS) and 
a belated report of 55 at HCR 7 Aug 2005 (G&WH). One at Tekamah 27 Oct 
(EBe) was the 3rd-latest ever. 

Wood Stork: Discussion of the occurrence of one near Ashland 2-3 Aug was 
included in the Summer Report because of a Jun sighting of what was 
apparently the same bird. This was Nebraska’s 2nd documented record. 

Turkey Vulture: Two in Otoe Co 30 Nov (L&CF) were rather late. The 200-300 
soaring over Lincoln 2 Oct (MUs) was an excellent count. 

Osprey: Reports were statewide 25 Aug-27 Oct, the usual migration period. An 
excellent count was the 9 at LM 17 Sep (SJD,KN,WRS). One in Garden Co 7 
Aug (CNK) was likely a non-breeding immature; such birds often don’t 
complete their northward migration. 

Mississippi Kite: Encouraging was the report of 2 adults over Red Cloud 4 Aug 
(JSt), who'e breeding has prt^ably occurred since being documented there in 
2004. This is one of only two known breeding sites in Nebraska, the other at 
Ogallala, where up to 4 birds were reported through 2 Sep (DH, m.ob.), 
including a juvenile 7 Aug (CNK). 

Bald Eagle: The 3 adults and 3 immatures at Schramm SP 9 Sep (L&BP) were 
suggestive of at least one family group from the vicinity. Small numbers of 
adult or immature Bald Eagles can be assumed to be mostly local birds with 
possibly a few early migrants or wandering birds until perhaps Nov, when 
true migrants arrive in greater numbers. 

Northern Harrier: Routine reports. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Routine reports. 

Cooper’s Hawk: Routine reports. 

Northern Goshawk: None were reported; a few usually arrive by early Nov. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: Although no details were received on either sighting, both 
were at plausible locations for the dates: one was in Lancaster Co 17 Sep 
(JGu) and the other, a juvenile, was at LNB 29-30 Oct (CW). Both may be 
dispersing juveniles; the Hitchcock Hawkwatch averages 6 Red-shouldered 
Hawks per year. thttp://hawkcount.org/siteinfo.php?rsite= 172) 

Broad-winged Hawk: Only 6 were reported: singles at FF 13 Sep (ARy) and at 
Bellevue 27 Sep (L&BP) and 3 in Lancaster Co 29 Sep (JGJ) at expected 
locations. One in Perkins Co 5 Oct (DH) was westerly; there are about 15 
reports away from the east. 

Swainson’s Hawk: Best count was a moderate 100 in Dixon Co 27 Sep (JJ). 
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Red-tailed Hawk: Actually “routine”, but noteworthy, was the presence of a 
Harlan's Red-tailed Hawk (creatively named “Blaclde”) at the same location in 
Bellevue for at least the 12th consecutive year (RB). 

Ferruginous Hawk: Eight were reported from Lincoln and Perkins Cos westward 
(TJW, DH,JGJ), with another in Harlan Co 12 Nov (G&WH) and 2 first-year 
birds in Cherry Co 18 Nov (MB). 

Rough-legged Hawk: Routine reports. 

Golden Eagle: Unexpected in the east, where the species is rare, were an adult in 
Lancaster Co 21 Oct (EB) and an immature at BOL 13 Oct (LE); most 
easterly birds are immatures. A bit easterly was an adult in Keya Paha Co 18 
Nov (MB). 

American Kestrel: Routine reports. 

Merlin: As expected, first sightings were in Aug, one in Seward Co 17 Aug (JGJ) 
and another in Clay Co 19 Aug (JGJ), both the long-distance migrant 
subspecies columbarius, as was one in Dakota Co 21 Oct (BFH). A 
richardsonii was near Oshkosh 26 Aug (SJD,AB,JG). An additional 6 were 
reported by period’s end. 

Prairie Falcon: Easternmost were singles in Lancaster Co 14 Oct (LE), Pawnee Co 
21 Nov (TEL), and GPD 21 Oct (BFH); this species is rare in the east. A 
good count was the 4 in Garden Co 15 Sep (SJD,WRS,KN), while a single at 
LM 26 Aug (SJD,ABJG) was early away from the breeding range. 

Peregrine Falcon: About a dozen were repented statewide 25 Aug (SJD,AB,JG) 
through 14 Oct (JG), the expected migration period. 

Gyrfalcon: One was reported without details at Valentine NWR 13 Nov (MN, fide 
MB); this is a plausible time and place for this species, with earliest dates in 
early Nov. 

Black Rail: A report of a sighting at FF 27 Aug reads “a very small, very dark 
(looked black to me) rail flying up from my side of the stream. It flew to the 
other side, landed and immediately disappeared” (ARy). Most reports of this 
species are in the category of “fleeting glimpses”, unfortunately, and are 
difficult to evaluate. It is not inconceivable that breeding could occur at FF; 
migration is thought to occur mid-Sep through mid-Oct (Birds of North 
America). 

Virginia Rail: Routine reports. 

Sora: Routine reports. 

American Coot: Routine reports. 

Sandhill Crane: A pair with 2 juveniles in a marshy area in a Rock Co pasture 15 
Aug almost certainly indicate nesting; the rancher had not used the area since 
May (fide CH). This is the 5th location that breeding has likely occurred in 
recent years; the others were in the e. RWB, Sioux Co, Morrill Co, and Platte 
Co. Two adults which looked like Greaters with Canada Geese in Morrill Co 
15 Sep (SJD,WRS,KN) may have been early migrants or possibly the pair 
that br^ed nearby earlier in the summer. Migrants did appear around the same 
time, as 35 flew over Sutherland Res, Lincoln Co, 19 Sep (NL). Best count 
was a moderate (for fall) 1000 flying over Scotts Bluff Co 13 Oct(KD), and 
rather late was another with Canada Geese in Scotts Bluff Co 30 Nov (AD). 
Unexpected in the east was one flying over FF 14 Oct (ARy). 

Whooping Crane: Three family groups were reported in Nebraska 23 Oct-6 Nov 
(TS). One of the Emilies stopped at Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo Co, for 13 days 
and were seen to have blackish bellies (RL); although diey caused some 
concern about oil hindering their movements, they arrived safely at their 
wintering grounds at Aransas (TS). 
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Black-bellied Plover: The 40 at LM 30 Sep (DH) was an excellent count; 20 were 
there 5 Oct (JGJ). 

American Golden-Plover: Adults arc scarce in fall; one with 3 juveniles was in 
York Co 8 Sep (JGJ). Juveniles are fer more numerous, although rare 
westward; 1-3 were at LM 15-17 Sep (SJD,KN,WRS), and one was still there 
31 Oct (SJD), Unprecedented numbers speared in York Co 3 Oct, when 320 
were tallied, soon to be eclipsed by a rccord count of 336 two days later, 
including 286 at a single York Co site (JGJ). 

Sno%vy Plover: None were reported; habitat at LM is beginning to be overgrown. 

Semipalmated Plover: The 22 at Wehrspann L, Sarpy Co, 2 Aug (CNK) was a 
rec^d count for fall. There were two very late sightings: 2 were at PL 13-14 
Oct (LE JGJ), one lingering there until 28 Oct (LE), the 2nd-latest ever, and 
another was at LNB 18-23 Oct (CW), the 3rd-latest ever. 

Piping Plover: Lingering record late was one at BOL 28 Sep-27 Oct (JGJ,LE), and 
another at LNB 18 Oct (CW) was 3rd-latest ever. 

Killdeer: A good count at an unexpected location was the 300 in 2 groups in 
Galla^er Canyon, Lincoln Co, 3 Oct (TJW). 

Mountain Plover: Unprecedented were two reports for Aug, including a flock of 28, 
apparently juveniles, in Kimball Co 31 Aug (LS). Two were in Oeuel Co 16 
Aug (DH). The only other record for the state after Jul is a specimen from 
Dawes Co 27 Sep 1920, Most depart the Colorado breeding grounds by early 
Aug. 

Black-necked Stilt: The only reports were of 10 at CLNWR 11 Aug (SS) and 3 
still there 26 Aug (SJD,AB,JG); the latter is only the 7th record after mid- 
Aug, the latest 21 Sep. 

American Avocet: Two excellent counts were the 361 in Sheridan Co 26 Aug 
(SJD,AB, JG) and 308 at LM 17 Sep (SJD,WRS,KN). 

Spotted Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Solitary Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Greater Yellowlegs: A record fall count was the 63 at LM 17 Sep (SJD,WRS,KN). 

Willet: Rather late was one at LM 7 Oct (KN,BS), only the 5th Oct report. It may 
have been the same bird seen there 15-16 Sep (SJD,WRS,KN), also rather 
late. Willets are rare in fall in the east, and so 29 in Lancaster Co 13 Aug was 
unexpected (JGJ), as were 20 at LNB 1 Aug (CW). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: The 499 at LM 15 Sep (SJD,WRS,KN) was a good count. 

Upland Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Long-billed Curlew: Only the 6th report for Sep was one at LM 15 Sep 
(SJD,WRS,KN); it may have b^ the same bird seen there 25 Aug 
(SJD,AB JG) and 29 Aug (DW). 

Marbl^ Godwit: The only report was of 18 at LM 27 Aug (SJD,KN,WRS). Most 
have gone by the end of Aug- 

Ruddy Turnstone: There were a surprising 4 reports, only the 16th-19th for fall. 
One was at LNB 5 Aug (CW), 2 juveniles at LM 26 Aug (SJD,AB,JG), one 
at BOL 6 Sep (JS), and one in Lancaster Co 16 Sep (CNK,D&JP). 

Sanderling: Routine reports. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: One at PL 6 Oct (LE) was raftter late. 

Western Sandpiper: The only reports were of one at ADF 4 Aug (L&CF), one at 
PL the same day (LE), 6 juveniles at LM 26 Aug (SJD,ABJG), and I 
juvenile at LM 15 Sep (SJD,WRS,KN). 

Least Sandpiper: The 300 at PL 1 Aug (JGJ) was an excellent count. Often a late 
migrant, one at LNB 19-23 Nov (JJ,CS,MB) was rather late. There are 3 
records for Dec, 
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White-rumped Sandpiper: Only the 6th documented fall record, all since 2001, 
was die 30 at Wehrspaim L 2 Aug (CNK). It appears this species is becoming 
more numerous in fall; traditionally fall migration was along and off the 
Atlantic Coast, as for Hudsonian Godwit. 

Baird's Sandpiper: Fourth-latest ever were 2 at PL 25 Nov (LE); merely rather late 
were 18 near Niobrara 4 Nov (MB). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: The 800 at LNB 15 Aug (CW) was a record fall count, but not 
surprisingly so, as 3 of the 4 highest ever fall counts are from that site. 

Dunlin: The only reports were of one in Lancaster Co 17 Sep (LE), rather early, and 
4 at LM 31 Oct (SJD). Most move through in Oct. 

Stilt Sandpiper: Rather late were 2 in Lancaster Co 28 Oct (JGJ), and a good count 
was the 400 at PL I Aug (JGJ). 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper Westerly were one at LM 20 Aug (CG) and 4 in Perkins 
Co 1 Sep (DH), Juveniles were noted beginning 17 Aug (JGJ). 

Short-billed Dowitcher: The only r^xnts were of 4 at Wehrspann L 5 Aug (CNK) 
and adults at LNB 15 and 18 Aug (CW), the LNB dies rather late for an 
adult. 

Long-billed Dowitcher: The 1000 estimated at LM 5 Oct (DH) was an excellent 
count. 

Wilson's Snipe: Routine reports. 

American Woodcock: None were reported; late dates arc in Nov. 

Wilson's Fhalarope: An amazing tally was the record 5500 (including an albino) at 
CLN WR 26 Aug (SJD,AB,JG); the highest fall counts are all from there. 

Red-necked Phalarope: Rare in the east, one was at PL 22 Sep (JGJ). The 22 at 
LM 26 Aug (SJD,JG,AB) was a good count. 

Red Fhalarope: The only reports were of a molting adult at LM 26 Aug (SJD,AB; 
SJD photo) and a juvenile there 15 Sep (SJD,WRS,KN; SJD photo). These 
are only the 12th and 13th records for the state, 11 of these in fall. 

Pomarine Jaeger: A light morph juvenile was photographed at LM 17 Sep 
(SJD,KN,WRS); this is the 13th record for the state, all in fall. 

Laughing Gull; Only the 3rd and 4th fell records were a first-year bird at Lincoln 
22 Oct (JGJ) ^d a 2nd winter bird at Willow Creek Res 27 Oct (MB). There 
are but 15 documented records in all. 

Franklin's Gull: Best count was the 7000 at BOL 3 Oct (JGJ); all-time high 
counts are 35,000+. 

Little Gull: The 12th and t3th for fell were a juvenile rather early at LO 27 Aug 
(SJD,AB,JG; SJD photo) and an adult at BOL 25 Oct (JGJ). Most records are 
in fell; there are 5 others in spring and summer. 

Bonaparte’s Gull: Best count was a moderate 120 at BOL 22 Oct (JGJ). 

Ring-billed Gull: Routine reports. 

California Gull: Most at LM was an excellent 124 on 15 Sep (SJD,WRS,KN); 
about 160 were reported there for the period. 

Herring Gull: Summer sightings are unusual, especially away from LM; 2 were at 
Wehrspann L 2 Aug (CNK) and a juvenile was at BOL 22 Sep (JGJ), Unusual 
for the date were 3 adults at LM 27 Aug (SJD,AB,JG); this is the earliest fell 
date for adults by about a month, 

Thayer's Gull: First to arrive was an adult at GPD 11 Nov (BFH); strangely, adults 
are often early in fall. 
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Lesier Black-backed Gull: At least 6 different birds were at LM: a first alternate 
rather early 25 Aug (SJD,ABJG), 2 adults 15 Sep (SJD,WRS,KN), and a 3rd 
alternate (with an adult) 17 Sep (SJD,WRS,KN), and 2 first basic birds 31 
Get (SJD). There are now about 60 records for the state for this regular spring 
and fall migrant. 

Great Black-backed Gull: An adult was at LM briefly 1-31 Oct (MLDH,S-1G; SJD 
photo). Most stay for extended periods. This is the 7th fall record, 13th in all. 

Sabine’s Gull: This was a good Ml for this species, with about 22 reported 
statewide, including the 6th-9th records from the east. Earliest was record 
early 27 Aug at LO (SJD, AB,JG) and last were 2 at End^ Res, Chase Co, 8 
Oct (DH). As expected, all were juveniles, with best count 7 at LM 17 Sep 
(SJD,WRS,KN). Reports from the east were of one in Platte Co 10 Sep 
(CW), 3 at GPD 10 ^p (MB), and one in Saunders Co 6 Oct (LE). 

Black-legged Kittiwake: A surprising location for the only sighting was Wild Rose 
L, Hall Co, where a juvenile was found 6 Nov (PD, photos). 

Least Tern: An excellent count was the 25 at LNB 13 Aug (CW), presumably 
migrants. LNB has been a traditional spot for fall migrants. 

Caspian Tern: This was a good Ml for ^is species, with at least 15 reported 
statewide 2 Aug (CW) through 9 Oct (JGJ,LE), the latter rather late. 

Black Tern: Routine reports. 

Common Tern: This species also occurred in good numbers statewide, total about 
30, and best count 7 at LM 15 Sep (SJD,WRS,KN). 

Arctic Tern: A first year bird was at LNB 26 Sep-1 Oct (CW,MB,PR,JJ,BFH; CW 
details). If accepted by NOURC, this would be the 4th state record. 

Forster’s Tern: Routine reports. 

Rock Pigeon: Routine rep^s. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: High counts keep getting higher; 75 were at Brady 24 
Oct (TJW), and 50 were at both Scottsbluff 13 Oct (KD) and Arnold 20 Nov 
(TJW). Obviously flocks form in fall, with the 3 highest counts to date, 60- 
75, in the period 24 Oct-20 Nov. 

White-winged Dove: Four were reported, including two at a Cozad feeder 11 Sep 
(MU), one north of Hershey 8 Sep (TJW), and one at Scottsbluff 13 Aug 
(RSg). One was reported at Cozad 11 May (Spring Report). As numbers 
ermtinue to increase, this species will no doubt begin to breed regularly. 

Mourning Dove: A late date for eggs was a nest with two of them at Utica 3 Sep 
(JGu). 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Routine reports. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: The only reports were of one in Otoe Co 1 Aug (L&CF) and 
another ^otographed at Rulo 29 Aug (TR). 

Barn Owl: A pair nes^ for the second year at a site near Creighton; 2 adult-sized 
birds were there 13 Aug (BFH). Adding to reports from the northeast in recent 
years was one heard overhead in Stanton Co 3 Sep (TJW). One was at Ulysses 
12 Aug (LE) at a site used last year. An interesting photo was received of 2 
adults with 6 young at a nesting site near Dalton this summer (KK). 
Elsewhere, reports were of 1-3 birds at regul^ southern and western locations 
(SJD,ICD, m.ob.). 

Eastern Screech-Owl: A red morph bird was seen in Knox Co 25 Oct (MB); this 
color morph is rarely reported from northern and western Nebraska. 

Great Horned Owl: Routine reports. 

Burrowing Owl; None were reported; departure is in Oct. 

Barred Owl: A photograph of one as far west as North Platte 18 Nov was received 
(fide TJW); the scanty evidence available suggests that occurrence is regular 
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west only to the Columbus area and Hall Co (DK), but diat a few straggle 
ferther westward in the Platte Valley. A report of a road-killed bird in Nance 
Co 26 Nov 1982 has also come to hand (fide WM). Also pushing westward 
was one at Redbird in Holt Co 4 Sep (MB); there are several reports from 
Knox Co. Although this species is sedentary, there is some dispersal from 
natal sites, usually less than 50 km or so, but one young banded in Nova 
Scotia moved 1600 km westward in a few months (from “Birds of North 
America Online”). 

Long-eared Owl: None were reported. 

Short-eared Owl: Good numbers were reported, including a record count of 12 at 
Jack Sinn WMA, Lancaster/Saunde!^ Cos, 21 Nov (CL, fide JGJ) and 7 in 
Johnson Co 7 Nov (TEL). The latter were using Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) fields, which, with appropriate management, can provide a 
major boost to all native grassland species. Two more, in Kimball Co 4 Nov 
(TJW), were also in CRP fields. (Mer reporte were of singles at Valentine 
NWR 29 Oct (SJD) and near Brewster 14 Nov (JGJ). 

Northern Saw-whet Owl; None were reported; arrival is in late Oct. 

Common Nighthawk: A record count was the 600 over Omaha 25 Sep (EB). 

Common Poorwill: The only reports were of one near Ash Hollow SHP, Garden 
Co, 25 Aug (SJD,AB,JG) and 9-11 Sep near Gering (AK), both regular 
locations. 

Whip-poor-will: None were reported; departure is in early Sep. 

Chimney Swift: Routine reports. 

White-throated Swift: About 70 (yes, an excellent count) were seen entering a roost 
crack at Scotts Bluff NM, Scotts Bluff Co, 8 Aug, where usually only about 
12 were seen (KD); these were likely recently-fledged young, but also possible 
migrants at that date. The only other report was of 4 at Wildcat Hills NC 16 
Sep (SJD,WRS,KN). 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Good numbers were reported, including excellent 
feeder counts of 15 in w. Douglas Co 5 Sep (DSt) and 12 near Valley 17 Aug 
(TM). Reports were through late Sep, last in Creighton 27 Sep (MB). Fall 
reports usually extend westward to about Grand Island, but are scarce farther 
west. A male at Brady 12-13 Aug (TJW) may have summered; a female was 
there 19 May, and a pair 9 May-13 Jun 2004. Although intriguing, all may 
have been migrants. There were reports of 1-2 at Bassett 23 Aug-17 Sep (CH). 
Intriguing was a photo received of an immature male at WSR 23 Aug (HKH); 
this was one of only about 5 reports from the Panhandle, the first with 
tangible documentation. Black-chinned Hummingbird is a fall possibility that 
far west. 

Calliope Hummingbird: Reports continue to increase; at least 8 were reported, 7 at 
three sets of feeders in Scotts Bluff Co: near Mitchell (KD) a female/immature 
1-5 Aug, another 27 Aug-1 Sep, and 1-2 from 17-29 Sep; in Scottsbluff 
(RSg) a single 22 Aug (RSg); and near Gering 1-2 from 27-29 Aug (AK). The 
latest date above, 29 Sep, is about a month later than the previous late date 
among the 22 or so overall reports. Another female/juvenile was at Bushnell 
27 Aug (SJD,AB,JG). 

Broad-tailed Hummingbird: Three were reported: singles near Mitchell I and 5 
Aug (KD), one in se, Sioux Co 12 Aug (LF), and a female/juvenile at 
Bushnell 27 Aug (SJD,AB,JG). This is a regul^ fell migrant through the 
western Panhandle. 

Rufous Hummingbird: Expected westerly reports were of about 8 birds through 23 
Aug (KD,TJW,AK). The latest records for the state, however, are from fee 
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east One a{^>^ed at a Bellevue feecter 19 Aug (L&SW), was frfiologra{rfied 
23 Aug (CNK), and remained as late as 28 Nov (photos, fide CNK). This is 
the 4th Nov record for the east Two others were reported in early Sep at a 
different Bellevue feeder (fide CNK), and one unidentified to species at a third 
Bellevue feeder 31 Oct (DB) was most likely a Rufous. Also easterly was a 
“brilliant male” at a Creighton feeder 27-28 Sep (MB). Any hummingbird in 
the east after the first week of Oct is unlikely to be a Ruby-Boated. 

Belted Kingfisher: Routine reports. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: Still rare as far west as Scotts Bluff Co, one was there 
18Nov(KD). 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Most move through in Sep-Oct, but a few linger later in 
the southeast. Five such birds were reported, latest 2 in Bellevue 27 Nov 
(DB). Migrants occur rather fer westward in fell; one was at North Platte 25 
Sep (TJW). 

Red-nap^ Sapsucker: Two were reported, both at WSR: one each 19 Sep (KD) 
and 13 Oct (HKH). This is a casual to rare fall migrant mostly in the western 
Panhandle 13 Sep-16 Oct, 

Downy Woodpecker; Routine reports. 

Hairy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Northern Flicker: Routine reports, 

Pileated Woodpecker: One was seen 12 Aug in se. Otoe Co (L&CF) and 2 were at 
FF 13 Sep (L&BP,ARy), both regular locations, but one on the north edge of 
Nebraska City 13 Aug (L&CF) was a surprise. 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: One arrived rather early at ADF 6 Aug (L&CF), Rare 
westward, one was at LO 27 Aug (SJD,ABTG). 

Western Wood-Pewee: One was reported in Platte Co 4 Sep; its underbill was 
described as “mostly black”. While this might indicate this species, there is 
overlap in diis key feature with Eastern Wood-Peewee and identification other 
than in the hand of out-of-range birds is difficult. There are no documented 
records away from the breeding range or east of the Panhandle. 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: Routine reports. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher; Singles were reported 26 Aug in Lancaster Co (LE) and 
29 Aug near Rulo (TR), Most unexpected was one at LO 26 Aug 
(SJD,AB JG, SID details), the westernmost fall record; there are, however, 2 
banding records for the same location in spring as well as a single Panhandle 
record in spring, 

Acadian Flycatcher: None were reported; departure is in early Sep. 

Alder Flycatcher: Rarely identified in fall, only the 7th such documented record 
was of 2 birds singing at FF 16 Aug (L&BP). The records are in the period 
21 Jul-4 Sep, 

Willow Flycatcher: Routine reports. 

Least Flycatcher Routine reports. 

Hammond’s Flycatcher None were reported; most pass through in early Sep. 

Dusky Flycatcher: The only report was of 2 at Oliver Res 27 Aug (SJD,AB,JG). 

Eastern Phoebe: Routine reports. 

Say’s Phoebe: The 10 in Kimball Co 27 Aug (SJD,ABTG) was a record count. 
Easternmost were 1-3 in Eiarlan Co 8-10 Sep (G&WH) and one in Lincoln Co 
3 Sep (TJW); this species is rare east of the Panhandle in fell. 

Great Crested Flycatcher Three were at Oliver Res 27 Aug (SJD,AB,JG), only the 
9th fall Panhandle report. Fall movement begins in late Aug. 

Cassin’s Kingbird: Best count was 17 in Kimball Co 27 Aug (SID,AB,JG). 
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Western Kingbird: One at LM I Oct (MI) was rather late, and the 67 in Garden Co 
26 Aug (SJD,AB,JG) was a good count. 

Eastern Kingbird: The 103 in Cedar Co 20 Aug (JJ) was an excellent count. 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: The only reports were of one in Nance Co 12 Aug (LE) 
and 2 immatures nw, of Lincoln 14 Aug (DS, fide TEL). The latter may have 
been offspring of a pair that was near PL during Jun (Summer Report). 

Northern Shrike: Routine reports. 

Loggerhead Shrike: Routine reports. 

White-eyed Vireo; A juvenile at LO 15 Sep (SJD,WRS,KN) was a surprise; it is 
only the 2nd fall record away from the east, both at the same place. 

BelPs Vireo: Two at LO 3 Sep (DH) were rather late for that westerly location. 

Yellow-throated Vireo: One in Holt Co 4 Sep (MB) was westerly. 

Plumbeous Vireo: None were reported; departure is in early Sep. 

CassinN Vireo: The only report was east of the usual migration corridor, LO 3 Sep 
(DH). This and another from the same location are the only 2 records east of 
the Panhandle. 

Blue-headed Vireo: Two at FF 27 Aug (CNK) were rather early, and one at 
CLNWR 16 Sep (SJD,WRS,KN) was westerly; the latter is die 3rd 
documented from the Panhandle in Ml, 

Wariiling Vireo: One at WSR 9 Sep (KD) was rather late for the west, and the 14 at 
LO 27 Aug (SJD,AB,JG) was a record count. 

Philadelphia Vireo: There were 8 reports of 9 birds, a better showing than usual: 
one was in Lancaster Co 18 Aug (LE), two were at Boyer Chute NWR, 
Washington Co, 29 Aug (RE), and singles were at Bellevue 4 Sep (CNK), in 
Lancaster Co 8 and 15 Sep (LE), and at LNB 29 Aug, 6 Sep, and 13 ^p 
(CW). 

Red-eyed Vireo: Routine reports. 

Blue Jay: Routine reports. 

Pinyon Jay: None were reported. 

Black-billed M^pie: One in Cedar Co 20 Aug (JJ) was the first there in 2 years. 
Some post-breeding wandering occurs, likely the reason 1-2 were in Thayer 
Co 13 Nov (WF), 

American Crow: Routine reports. 

Common Raven: An exciting find was one flying over and calling at Valentine 
NWR 28 Oct (SJD, details). Despite several tantalizing reports in the last 10 
years or so, this is only the 3rd documented record for the state since 1900. 

Homed Lark: Routine reports. 

Purple Martin: Rcmtine reports. 

Tree Swallow: The 600 at Meadowlmk L, Seward Co, 21 Aug (PD) was an 
excellent count. 

Violet-green Swallow: The only report was from near Gering 5 Aug (AK). 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: The 310 at Nebraska City 16 Sep (L&CF) was 
an excellent count; the 3 highest counts are all from this area. 

Bank Swallow: The 805 at BOL 4 Aug (LE) was a good count. 

Cliff Swallow: Routine reports. 

Bara Swallow: The 1400 at LNB 26 Sep (CW) was a good count. 

Black-capped Chickadee: The 5 at Chester Island WMA, Lincoln Co, 4 Aug 
reminded the observer that he has lacked chickadees at his Brady feeder, 2.5 
miles away, for more than 3 years (TJW). 

Tufted Titmouse: Routine reports. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Routine reports. 
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White-breasted Nuthatch: Singles described as “first for fall” in Buffalo Co 2 Aug 
(MM) and Hall Co 23 Aug (JEt) may have been local breeders; small numbers 
apparently breed west along the Platte Valley regularly to Hall Co and 
occasionally to the Hershey area {Birds of Nebraska). Another was ne. of 
Scottsbluff 30 Sep (AK). This species usually arrives in Sep in areas where it 
does not summer. 

Pygmy Nuthatch: A somewhat late brood was the 3 begging juveniles in Dawes Co 
8 Aug (CNK). 

Brown Creeper: The 6 at Brownville 5 Nov (RE) was a good count. 

Rock Wren: A surprise was one at Wehrspann L 30 Sep (JWH); there are about 12 
fall records for the east. Three using dirt cut-banks in Chase Co 20 Oct (TJW) 
were rather late. 

Carolina Wren: “Outliers” are becoming commonplace in this species, indicative of 
recent mild winters. The colony at Barnett Park in McCo<A continues; 2 were 
there 26 Aug (LR,RH) and 4 on 29 Oct (LR,RH). Working west along the 
Platte River were singles in Kearney 26 Aug (KS), Cozad 10 Sep (LR,RH) 
and North Platte 26 Sep (TJW). Another was at Broken Bow 17 Nov (THa). 

House Wren; Rather late were 3 at ADF 30 Oct (L&CF); there are only 9 l^r 
dates. 

Winter Wren: The only westerly report was of one at North Platte 10 Oct (TJW); 
there are still fewer than 10 records from the western half of the state in fall. 
The remaining reports were from the east 24 Sep (JWH) through 14 Oct (RS). 

Sedge Wren: Numbers appeared as expected during Aug, notably at Valentine 
NWR, where “many showed up” during the 2 weeks prior to 9 Aug (TH). 
Four at Harvard Marsh 16 Oct (PD) were a bit tardy. Sedge Wrens arc scarce 
in Nebraska during Jun and early Jul, and so the presence of several territorial 
birds in lowlmid meadow areas at Wehrspann L was of interest (JWH). No 
evidence of breeding was observed, and the area was abandoned around 25 
Aug after “a full 2 months of activity” and at the same time “new” birds were 
occupying the upland grasslands (JA\%). 

Marsh Wren: Routine reports. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Routine reports. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: Arrival is much earlier in the north and west than 
elsewhere; first were 11 at WSR 9 Sep (KD), and so 3 in Lancaster Co 9 Sep 
(LE) were rather early. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher; This species is about to colonize the entire state. Reports 
included several across the north: singles were near Bridgeport 20 Aug (CG), 
at LO 17 Sep (SJD,WRS,KN), in Holt Co 4 Sep (MB), and in Dixon Co 26 
Aug (JJ) and 5 Sep (L&BP). Best count was an excellent 12 at Carter 
Canyon, Scotts Bluff Co, 30 Aug (AK), and 3 were at Scotts Bluff NM, 
Scotts Bluff Co, 12 Aug (SS). Three at Oliver Res 27 Aug (SJD,AB,JG) 
were probably migrants. 

Eastern Bluebird: Lingerers in the north and west were 2 in Scotts Bluff Co 14 
Oct (KD) and one at Valentine NWR 29 Oct (SJD). Most depart those areas 
by late Oct, although a few may be found in winter anywhere in the state. A 
good count was the 100 in Webster Co 22 Oct (LR,RH). 

Mountain Bluebird: A migrant flock of 15 was at WSR 15 Oct (HKH), and 5 at 
Wellfleet 16 Oct (TJW) were on the move also. 

Townsend’s Solitaire; Early even for the Panhandle, where migrants arrive by late 
Aug, was one at Chimney Rock, Morrill Co, 20 Aug (CG). The east was also 
reached early, by about a month, with one in Cedar Co 24 Oct (RE). Another 
in Seward Co 19 Nov (LR,RH) was more timely. 
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Veery; None were reported; migration is in Sep. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: The only report of this casual fall migrant was of one at 
Omaha 14 Oct (RS), only about tfie 30th record overall for fall. 

Swainson’s Thrush: Routine reports. 

Hermit Thrush: Arrival in the west is earlier than eastward, involving different 
subspecies. Two were at WSR 19 Sep (KD) and one at North Platte 26 Sep 
(TJW), while first in the east was at Bellevue 6 Oct (L&BP). 

Wood Thrush: Routine reports. 

American Robin: Routine reports. 

Varied Thrush: The only report was a repeat of last year: one was at WSR 24-28 
Oct(HKH). 

Gray Catbird: Routine reports. 

Northern Mockingbird: A good count was the 9, including a family group, in 
Kimball Co 27 Aug (SJD,AB,iG). 

Sage Thrasher: This species moves through mostly in Aug; an adult with a 
dependent juvenile was at Scotts Bluff NM 8 Aug (KD), and another was at 
Chimney Rock, Morrill Co, 20 Aug (CG). 

Brown Thrasher: Routine reports. 

Curve-billed Thrasher: Continuing into its 4th year of residence and 6th year of 
age, this interesting individual actually began singing during Aug as a follow¬ 
up to its usual philanthropic attempts to feed other birds’ young; it was still 
present at the end of the period (LF). 

European Starling: Routine reports. 

American Pipit: The 600 in two flocks in an alfalfa field near Hastings 21 Oct (PD) 
was an excellent count. One at LM 26 Aug (DH) was rather early. 

Sprague’s Pipit: Th^e w«'e 4 reports 15-21 Oct, west to Hastings: 3 were at SCP 

15 Oct (KP) and also 21 Oct (EB), one was photographed at Harvard Marsh 

16 Oct (PD), and 11 were scattered dirough an alfalfa field near Hastings 21 
Oct (PD). 

Bohemian Waxwing: The only report was of one with Cedar Waxwings in Lincoln 
22 Nov (JGJ). 

Cedar Waxwing: A rather early flock of 36 was at FF 27 Aug (CNK), and a laige 
flock of 200 at North Platte 10 Oct contained mostly molting birds (TJW). 
Molt normally occurs Sep-Nov in adults. 

Golden-winged Warbler: Only the 20th and 21st records for fiill overall were 
singles in Lincoln 26 Aug (LE) and at ADF 13 Sep (L&CF). This is only a 
casual migrant in Ml. 

Tennessee Warbler: Routine reports. 

Orange-crowned Warbler: Routine reports. 

Nashville Warbler: Western migrants may belong to the white-bellied western 
subspecies ridgwayi; one was at LO 26 Aug (SJD,ABTG). Although this 
species migrates late in Ml, with late dates in very early Nov, a surprise was 
one in se. Sioux Co 27 Nov (LF). There is a single documented Dec record. 

Northern Parula: Routine reports. 

Yellow Warbler An excellent count was the 43 at LO 26 Aug (SJD,ABTG); the 3 
highest fall counts are in the period 25-26 Aug. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: More than usual were reported, a toM of 16. Only the 
13th-16th Ml records west of Lancaster Co were apparently 3 different birds at 
LO: 29 Aug and 2 Sep (DH), a juvenile 15 Sep (SJD,WRS,KN), and one at 
WSR 9 Sep (RSg). The 17th such record was one at a York Co fast-food 
outlet 26 Aug (JGJX apparently die first RWB record. 
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Magnolia Warbler: Four were reported in the east 29 Aug (TR,L&BP) through 13 
Sep (L4feCF,JJ). 

Cape May Warbler: Considering that there are only 7 fall records in all, all from 
I>ouglas-Sarpy Cos, extraordinary was the female at LO 27 Aug seen by 3 
observers experienced with the species (SJD,AB,JG). 

Black-throated Blue Warbler; The only reports were of one at WSR 5-7 Oct 
(HKH) and 2 in Omaha 14 Oct (BH). 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: The 120 in Nance Co 8 Oct (LR,RH) was close to a 
record fall tally (9 short). 

Black-throated Green Warbler: A good tally of 12 was reported 25 Aug (L&CF) 
through 13 Sep (CW,JWH,L&BP), including 3 at LNB 1 Sep (CW). 
Westerly was one in Holt Co 4 Sep (MB). 

Townsend^s Warbler: There were 13 reported from a rather early 17 Aug (HKH) 
through 16 Sep (SJD,WRS,KN), east to LO 26-27 Aug (SJD,AB,JG) and 
CLNWR 26 Aug (SJD,AB,JG). 

Blackburnian Warbler; Four were reported in the east 25 Aug-6 Sep 
(L&BP,CNK,LE), but a surprise was one at LO 27 Aug (SJD,ABTG), only 
die 13th away from the east. 

Yellow-throated Warbler: None were reported; this species becomes inconspicuous 
in Aug. 

Pine Warbler: Two males were with Yellow-rumped Warbla^s near North Platte 10 
Oct (TJW, details). This is a hardy species, wintering not far south of 
Nebraska. There are 2 previous fall Panhandle records among about 25 in all, 
but no others west of Wayne Co. 

Palm Warbler: This species is only casual in &11, with a total of about 37 records. 
One was in Dixon Co 26 Aug (JJ), a record early date, and another was at 
ADF 5 Oct (L&CF). 

Bay-breasted Warbler; The only reports of this regular fall migrant were of singles 
at Rulo 29 Aug (TR) and ADF 14 Sep (L&CF). 

Black-and-white Warbler: The 11 in Bellevue 26 Aug (CNK) was an excellent 
count. 

American Redstart: The 11 at Bellevue 4 Sep (CNK) and the 10 at Ponca SP, 
Dixon Co, 21 Aug (L&BP) were excellent counts. 

Ovenbird: Good counts were the 5 at LO 26 Aug (SJD,AB,JG) and again there 3 
Sep(DH). 

Northern Waterthrush: Westerly was one at LO 2 Sep (DH). There are about 30 
records for the Panhandle. 

Louisiana Waterthrush: None were reported; departure is in early Sep. 

Kentucky Warbler: The only report was of 2 at Wehrspann L 10 Sep (JWH). Few 
are reported in fall. 

Mourning Warbler: The only reports were of singles in Lincoln 26 Aug (LE), 
Dixon Co 27 Aug (JJ), and at FF 29 Aug (L&BP). 

MacGillivray’s Warbler: About 8 were reported in the Panhandle 23 Aug (HKH) 
through 17 Sep (SJD,WRS,KN). 

Common Yellowthroat: Routine reports. 

Wilson’s Warbler: One of the most common fall migrants, this species was 
widely-reported 21 Aug (L&BP) through 8 Oct (HKH). Best count was a 
mediocre 21 at LO 16 Sep (SJD,WRS,KN). 
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Canada Warbler: More than the usual 1-2 were reported, a total of 8, including 3 
singles at FF 26-29 Aug (AEK,CNK,L&BP), 2 at Bellevue 26 Aug (CNK), 
another at Bellevue 26 Aug (L&BP), and one in Otoe Co 2 Sep (L^CF). 
Along with the Cape May Warbler (above), a female Canada wibler as far 
west as LO 27 Aug (SJD,AB,JG) was extraordinary. 

Yellow-breasted Chat: Routine reports. 

Summer Tanager: The only report was of one at ICSP, a regular summer haunt, 9 
Aug (L&BP). Departure is in early Sep. 

Scarlet Tanager: The only report was of 3 at Ponca SP, Dixon Co, 5 Sep (L&BP). 
Departure is in early Oct. 

Western Tanager: The only report was of 2 at WSR 24 Sep (HKH). 

Spotted Towhee: Singles appeared a few days early in Lancaster Co 17 Sep (LE) 
and Adams Co 18 Sep (PD); most arrive in the last 10 days of Sep. 

Eastern Towhee: Somewhat westerly were 5 in Thayer Co 19 Aug (LR,RH), 
although breeding occurs regularly west to Harlan Co. 

Cassinis Sparrow: An adult and a juvenile were near LM 26 Aug (SJD,AB,JG); 
this is the same place a few birds were found in late Jul (Summer Report). 
The 26 Aug date is also the latest date overall for the state. 

American Tree Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Chipping Sparrow: The 93 in Dixon Co 8 Oct (JJ) was a good count. 

Clay-colored Sparrow: Two in n. Sioux Co 16 Aug (WM) were rather early if 
migrants; it is possible that breeding occurs in the northwest, however (Birds 
of Nebraska). 

Brewer’s Sparrow: One was reported 18 Sep in Adams Co (PD, details); the 
observer was “90% sure”. There is a specimen record for Long Pine 20 Aug 
1919, due north of Lexingtmi. 

Field Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Vesper Sparrow: Althou^ dwarfed by previous high counts of ‘Thousands” and 
“hundreds”, the 94 in Adams Co 24 Sep (PD) was nevertheless respectable. 

Lark Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Lark Bunting: The 300 in Dawes Co 8 Aug (CNK) was an excellent count. 
Easternmost was one in Adams Co 18 Sep (PD), where rare. 

Savannah Sparrow: Occasionally birds arc found in summer in the east; 2 were in 
Seward Co 2 Aug (RE). The 6 in Dawes Co 8 Aug (CNK) were in a part of 
the state where breeding occurs on occasion. The 145 in Adams Co 24 Sep 
(PD) was a good count. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Henslow’s Sparrow: Two sites in Pawnee Co consisting of CRP grassland with 
native grass admixtures had a total of 21 birds on 13 Aug (WRS). A juvenile 
was photographed at North Lake WMA, Seward Co, 15 Aug (CG). 

Le Conte’s Sparrow: Good numbers were reported from the eastern half of the state, 
including 11 in the e. RWB 5 Oct (JGJ), U in Nance Co 8 Oct (LR,RH), and 
10 at Harvard Marsh 1 Oct (PD). Last was rather late in Washington Co 29 
Oct(JT). 

Nelson’s Sharp-tailed Sparrow; The only report was of one in Platte Co 2 Oct 
(CW,PD). 

Fox Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Song Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: Uncommon in the west, one was at WSR 9 Sep (KD). 

Swamp Sparrow: First migrants were 4 in Adams Co 24 Sep (PD) and another at 
LNB the same day (CW). A good count was the 24 at Wilkinson WMA, 
Platte Co, 2 Oct (CW, PD), 
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White-tbroated Sparrow: Rare in the Panhandle in fall^ singles were at L Minatare 
rather early 16 Sep (SJD,WRJS,KN), at Oliver Res 1 Oct (Ml), and in Scotts 
Bluff Co 21 Oct (AK). Also rather early was one in Lancaster Co 17 Sep 
(JG). A record fall count was the 100 at LNB 18 Oct (CW). 

White-crowned Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Harris’s Sparrow: Less common westward, one was in Chase Co 27 Sep (DH) and 
2 were in Hitchcock Co 16 Oct (TJW). 

Dark-eyed Junco: A “Pink-sided Oregon” Junco was rather early at North Platte 26 
Sep (TJW) and 2-3 were in Chase Co 27 Sep (DH). 

McCown’s Longspur: A flock was at WSR 11 Sep (HKH), indicating the start of 
fall migration. There are few reports east of the Panhandle, and so a basic 
adult photographed in Adams Co 19 Oct (PD) provided a significant record. 
Oddly, the only other easterly record for fall is from Adams Co, also on 19 
Oct, in 1964. A juvenile was photographed at LM 17 Sep (SJD,WRS,KN). 
These are only the 5th and 6th fall records east of the Panhandle. 

Lapland Longspur: Rather early were 1-2 in Chase Co 2 Oct(DH). This species 
forms huge flocks, usually described as “thousands”, and so the 9000 in 
Seward Co 19 Nov (LR,RH) may not have been too surprising. That the 
observers actually estimated the number is significant! 

Smith’s Longspur: A statewide migrant in fall, but with few reports, an important 
sighting was of a flock of 20 near Chadron 15 Oct (JF). The 17 fall records 
are in the period 18 Sep-20 Dec. 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: Easterly was a first-winter bird photographed 24 Sep 
in Adams Co (PD); this is the only documented Ml record from the eastern 
half of the state. The few other reports are from Adams and Webster Cos. Two 
at LM 25 Aug (SJD,AB4G) and 15 on 17 Sep (SJD,WRS,KN) were the 
easternmost otherwise; little is known about early departure dates from 
breeding areas. 

Snow Bunting: There were several reports beginning with 5 at LNB 12 Nov 
(CNK), followed by up to 7 there through 23 Nov (WF,CS,MB). Two were 
at HCR 12 Nov (G&WH), 6 were at Willow Creek Res the same day (MB), 
and 2 were at PL 17 Nov (LE). 

Northern Cardinal: Adding to the few Panhandle records was a male near Chadron 
7 Sep (SA). This is only the 5th sighting in the northwest since 1960, 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Rare westward in fall, a surprising 3 females/immatures 
were at LO 26 Aug (SJD, ABJG), and an immature male was there 29 Aug 
(DH). Breeding has not been confirmed at LO. 

Black-headed Grosbeak: Two in Scotts Bluff Co 15 Oct (RSg) were record late by 
5 days. 

Blue Grosbeak: Routine reports. 

Lazuli Bunting: One at WSR 9 Sep (KD) was rather late. 

Indigo Bunting: Routine reports. 

Dickcissel: Following the big westward push this summer, the 2 at Hyannis 2 Aug 
(TJW) were not as surprising as they might have been. 

Bobolink: Routine reports. 

Red-winged Blackbird: Routine reports. 

Eastern Meadowlark: Routine reports. 

Western Meadowlark: Routine reports. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: One in Knox Co 22 Nov (MB) was tardy. 

Rusty Blackbird: The 3 reports included sidles in Pl^ Co 2 Oct (CW,PD), 
Fillmore Co 23 Oct (PD), and a surprising record count of 88 in Knox Co 25 
Oct which dwindled to only 2 by 11 Nov (MB). 
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Brewer’s Blackbird: Routine reports. 

Common Crackle: Routine reports. 

Great-tailed Crackle: Reports are now statewide. Best counts were 150 at North 
Platte 20 Oct (TJW) and 120 at Alma 26 Oct (G&WH). Two remained at 
Grand Island 26 Nov (TEL), 

Brown-headed Cowbird: An excellent count was the 5000 in Lancaster Co 1 Sep 
(LE). 

Orchard Oriole: One at Hastings 2 Oct (PD) was the 4th Oct record and 4th-latcst 
ever. 

Baltimore Oriole: Last was one at Lincoln 16 Sep (LRB). 

Bullock’s Oriole; A female was reported from LNB 21 Aug (CW). This is only the 
3rd report for fall east of the Panhandle; the others were 11 Aug and 4 Sep. 

Purple Finch: The only report was of a male at LNB 23 Nov (MB). This is a late 
arrival date; generally birds are present by early Oct. 

House Finch: Of interest was a female at Bellevue 30 Nov with white on its head 
(L&BP). There is some conjecture that some male western House Finches 
may have white in place of red on their heads and breasts, and that this color 
variant does not occur in die introduced eastern House Finch and thus may 
give some indication as to where the populations might have merged. 

Red Crossbill: The 3 reports, totaling only 6 birds, were from the Panhandle 8 Aug 
(CNK) through 16 Sep (SJD,WRS,KN,CG). 

Pine Siskin: Routine reports. 

Lesser Coldflnch: One was reported at Wildcat Hills NC, Scotts Bluff Co, 3 Sep 
(fide AK). There are about 20 reports in all for the state. 

American Goldfinch: Routine reports. 

House Sparrow: Routine reports. 


Lincoln Fall Field Days 

The 2006 NOU Fall Field Days were held in and around Lincoln on Sept. 
15-17. Our evening meals and programs took place at the Howard Johnson's Motel 
on Comhusker Highway. 

Our Friday evening speaker was Dr. Paul Johnsgard, who spoke about the 
Birding Trails website being developed by a committee of the All Bird Consortium. 
On Saturday afremoon, NOU Librarian Mary Lou Pritchard gave a tour of the current 
exhibit of her late husband Bud Pritchard's artwork at the Nebraska State Museum in 
Morrill Hall. Saturday evening Dan Kim spoke on the Whooping Crane Trust 
activities along the Platte River in central Nebraska. 

Field trips destinations were Holmes Lake, Wilderness Park, Pioneers Park, 
Wyuka Cemetery, Pawnee Lake, Twin Lakes, Oak Glen, Meadowlark Lake and 
Spring Creek Prairie. Field trip leaders were Joe Gubanyi, Larry Einemann and 
Kevin Poague. Our Sunday noon compilation was held at the new visitors' center at 
the Audubon Spring Creek Prairie, 
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The Art and Artistic Legacy of Louis Agassiz Fuertes 

Paul A. Johnsgard 
School of Biological Sciences 
University of Nebraska - Lincoln 68588 
piQhnsga@imlserve.unl.edu 


Perhaps some Nebraska birders will not immediately recognize the name 
Louis Agassiz Fuertes, as he died almost 80 years ago. Yet he influenced the art of 
bird painting as much as did John James Audubon, and provided wonderfiil artwork 
for many major state bird reference books. He also personally tutored George Miksch 
Sutton, the Nebraska-born artist and biologist who provided the NOU with its 
Burrowing Owl logo, and who contributwl greatly to American ornithology, 
especially that of the southern Great Plains. 

It is interesting that, like John James Audubon, Roger Tory Peterson and 
Geoi^ge Miksch Sutton, we would never think of referring to Louis Agassiz Fuertes 
in any other way than including his middle name. It is not that there have ever been 
or will ever be another Louis Fuertes with whom we might possibly confuse him; 
Fuertes had no comparable antecedent. Dr. Livingstone Farrand, Cornell University’s 
president at the time of Fuertes’ tragic death, did not hesitate to schedule a memorial 
service for him in Willard Straight Hall on the University campus on October 30, 
1927. When reminded that such action for a non-academic was without precedent in 
Cornell’s history, Dr, Farrand simply replied, “There is no precedent for Louis 
Agassiz Fuertes.” And so there was none. Like Mozart, he arose from moderate 
obscurity, exploded in a shower of unmatched talent, and disappeared all too soon, 
leaving the world to cherish his work but also to grieve and wonder what sort of 
elemental mix could ever produce such a person. 

It is true that Fuertes came from fine parental stock; his ^er was a 
professor of civil engineering (and later dean of die engineering college) at Cornell, 
and his mother was noted for her outstanding musical talent. He had three brothers 
and two sisters, but none of these would ever attain the heights of fame that Louis 
would eventually scale. It is also true that his father had high hopes that Louis 
might become an outstanding architect or engineer, and when Louis entered Cornell 
in the faQ of 1893 he enrolled as an architecture student. He had traveled in Europe 
with his parents the previous year, studying for a time in Switzerland, and began to 
exhibit the sort of drawing talent that an architect might need. However, like Charles 
Darwin, their frdiers* dreams were not to materialize, since Louis was frr more 
interested in studying nature directly than in pursuing academic studies. It is perhaps 
ironic that his father had bestowed the name “Louis Agassiz” on his son in honor of 
the internationally famous scientist, whose primary maxim was, “Study nature, not 
books,” It is also perhaps apocryphal, but quite possibly true, that once during a 
class Louis escaped out a side window of the Cornell lecture hall he was attending, 
in order to track down the identity of a bird he heard singing outside. Finally, his 
exasperated father sought the advice of Cornell’s renowned botanist Liberty Hyde 
Bailey as to what he might possibly do about his wayward son. Bailey’s simple and 
sage advice was, “Let him go.” 

And did Louis go! Although his talents would certainly have become 
known eventually, he was forhinate enough to be discovered by none other than 
Elliott Coues, then President of the American Ornithologists’ Union and perhaps the 
greatest ornithologist that America ever produced. Serendipitously, Coues was the 
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uncle of a Mend and 
fellow member of the 
Cornell glee club. The 
critical initial meeting 
of Fuertes and Coues 
occurred in 1894, when 
Louts was only a 
sophomore, and during 
a trip of the glee club 
to Washington, D.C. 
From their first 
meeting it was already 
apparent to Coues, 
who was known 
universally for his 
sharp critical tongue 
and feared as an 
implacable enemy of 
m^iocrity in all 
forms, that Louis had 
an artistic talent of 
immense proportions. 
Coues urged Louis to 
consider becoming a 
professional bird artist 
(never mind that such a 
profession didn’t exist 
that that time; even 
John James Audubon 
had died in poverty). 
Thanks to Coues’ 
professional influence, 
Fuertes was able to 
have his aitworic 
exhibited at the 1895 



Great-Homed Owl Louis Agassiz Fuertes 

Photo courtesy of the U. S. Department of the Interior 


(12th) annual meeting 

of the American Ornithologists’ Union in New York. This group then had about 600 
members nationwide, including all of America’s best-known ornithologists, and its 
journal The Auk was already the primary scientific ornithological periodical in 
America. Furthermore, Coues invited Fuertes to illustrate a children’s book. Citizen 
Bird, that Coues was then writing with Mabel O. Wright. Thus, his painting career 
was launched. 

Although Fuertes wasn’t able to attend the 1895 meeting of the A.O.U., he 
did attend the following year. There he fell under the strong and pervasive influence 
of Abbott H. Thayer, who was already a nationally known nature artist. Thayer 
accepted Fuertes as a sort of surrogate son, and he spent a great deal of time with the 
Thayer family at their homes in New York and New Hampshire. Thayer had 
undergone four years of artistic training in Paris, and urged Fuertes to develop his 
already keen powers of observation to new levels. Thus, in only two years Fuertes 
suddenly had the advice of a highly talented and successful painter, and of America’s 
most competent and famous ornithologists. Additionally Coues hired Fuertes to 
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illustrate the fifth edition of Coues’ forthcoming (in 1903) Key to North American 
Birds, a reference work that was destined to become the mainstay of American 
ornithology, and which even today receives frequent use by professional 
ornithologists such as myself. 

The artistic influence of Abbott Thayer was a powerful one, for it had 
become an over-riding issue with Thayer that animals such as birds primarily had 
evolved their distinctive colors and patterns for protective (concealment) reasons, 
rather than peihaps for achieving conspicuousness (advertisement) in dieir 
environment. Included in the means of achieving concealmoit are such devices as 
disruptive patterning (patterns that tend break up the body into many confusing or 
distracting forms), background-matching colors (cryptic coloration), and 
countershading (the tendency to have pale underparts and dark upperparts; thus 
counteracting the shading effects of die underparts caused by oveihe^ light). This 
concealment argument obviously makes sense for some species, such as for many 
ground-dwelling or ground-nesting birds that might be vulnerable to visual 
predators. However, Thayer tried to apply it in many extreme cases, such as trying 
account for the pink coloration of flamingos and roseate spoonbills by suggesting 
that they would become virtually invisible at sunrise and sunset, when the general 
coloration of their surroundings is briefly pink to reddish. 

Although some of Thayer's arguments, such as those regarding 
countershading, were compelling and eventually accepted by biologists, they thrust 
Fuertes into a nearly lifelong dilemma. He must not only try to satisfy the 
controversial artistic views of Thayer, who constantly urged Fuertes to hide the birds 
effectively within their background, but also attempt to deal with the equally 
understaiidable views of virtually all publishers, who always urged him to make the 
birds more conspicuous and contrasting against their surroundings. Fuertes 
additionally had to cope with the economics of expensive color printing, which 
dictated that as many birds as possible must be crowded into a single plate, 
regardless of the possible straining of credulity that such crowding of subjects might 
produce. However, an inherent advantage of such grouping, as later exploited by 
field-guide artists, is the instructional potential for easy inter-species visual 
comparisons by people wishing to learn field identification traits. It is a testament to 
Fuertes* compositional ability that one may marvel at the multi-species plates in, for 
example. The Birds of New York or The Birds of Massachusetts and other New 
England States, without first thinking about the ecological or behavioral problems 
inherent in such groupings. 

Evidently Fuertes decided quite early that he would primarily be a painter 
of bird “portraits,” rather than painting subject matter in which birds might play an 
important role within a much broader landscape, in the manner of the great 
contemporary Swedish nature artist Bruno Liljefors. Such bird portraits were first 
perfect^ by Jacques Bartaband, a French artist of the early 1800s, who probably 
painted his subjects from mounted specimens. In a 1910 article in The Amateur 
Sportsman, Fuertes described himself as “a bird portrait painter.” His friend Frank 
Chapman similarly described Fuertes as a “great portrait painter of birds.” 
Chapman later (1937) described Fuertes* genius and compared his approach to art 
with that of John James Audubon, the other great historic figure in American bird 
art. Chapman believed that both men possessed an extreme love for birds, 
possessing “some rare and precious heritage,” as well as a “loving sympathy” for 
birds. Both artists killed t^usands of birds, either for preservation as scientific 
specimens or as a basis for painting, yet both obviously and paradoxically loved 
their subjects intensely. In the words of Wilfred Osgood, Fuertes might sit with a 
freshly killed bird in hand, “stroking its feathers in detached ecstasy, and crooning 
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over it in a manner that in another might have seemed ridiculous.” In his 
Abyssinian memoirs Osgood also wrote (1936) that Fuertes was uniquely able to 
”spread the charm and beauty of birds, not merely by accuracy of line and color, but 
in the expression of subtle intangible qualities apfM’oaching spirituality.” Chapman 
(1937) stated that, whereas Audubon attempted to produce the visual effect of life by 
painting his subjects in motion (often inaccurately), Fuertes achieved his visual 
magic through “his ability to produce ^ial expressions which could be worn only 
by living birds,” 

Besides an intense appreciation for the appearance of a bird, Fuertes could 
thus consign to memory a bird’s special qualities that gave it a unique character or 
“personality,” and delay converting these impressions to paper for several hours after 
experiencing the scene or event. Frank Chapman comment^ that “His mind appears 
to be a delicately sensitized plate designed especially to catch and fix images of bird 
life” (Chapman, 1927). 1 have personally known only one artist of similar retentive 
abilities. Paul Geraghty, a Canadian artist of rare talent, once visited me while I was 
doing fieldwork in Gi^d Teton National Park. Paul could spend an entire day in 
the field with only binoculars in hand, but that night would sit down with pencil 
and paper and draw dozens of scenes of birds and mammals with camera-like 
precision, sketching as 
&st as the graphite 
would flow from his 
pencil-tip. Chapman 
believed that this 
photographic-like 
retention of form, 
color, and even 
recalling complex bird 
songs gave Fuertes a 
special capacity for 
achieving authenticity. 

It is rare that a 
knowledgeable 
ornithologist will fail 
to recognize a Fuertes 
painting well before 
seeing his distinctive 
initials or signature; 
only the works of a 
few other more recent 
artists such as George 
Miksch Sutton can so 
readily carry the cachet 
of authenticity that is 
present in any Fuertes 
bird portrait. 

Starting with 
a trip to Florida with 
the Thayer &mily in 
1898, Fuertes soon 
participated in a series 

of field expeditions to Snowy Owl Louis Agassiz Fuertes 
observe and collect Photo courtesy of the U. S. Department of the Interior 
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specimens in such remote places as Alaska, western Canada, Mexico, Colombia, and 
the American West. He even took time to go collecting on his honeymoon, and on 
one occasion had to be rescued from a steep cliff-face he had climbed down in trying 
to recover a Zone-tailed Hawk that he had shot. On such expeditions he would hunt 
from sunrise to about noon. In the afternoon he would skin and prqwe study 
specimens of the birds he had collected, and then paint selected examples while it 
was still early enough to paint by natural light. In the evening he would enter his 
journal notes and catch up on correspondence. Fuertes was especially careful to note 
fiigitive “softpart” features, such as the texture and colors of the eyes, bare skin, bill, 
and even the inside of the mouth or what the bird had been eating when shot. Pencil 
sketches, washes, and transparent watercolors were variously used; Fuertes’ abilities 
to depict soft feathers with the brush is legendary, and totally different from the 
“hard-edged” feathers of Audubon and his followers. Probably many of these field 
sketches were intended only as preliminary studies for future, mm'e finished works; 
but they have an immediacy and visual power that is unmatched, and are f^ superior 
to what would be expected as specimen studies that might supplement a biologist’s 
field notes. 

During a 1925 trip to Wyoming Fuertes encountered James E. Baum, a 
wealthy Chicago sportsman and big-game hunter who was also a fine writer with 
connections to the Chicago Daily News. The following spring Baum proposed 
making a hunting trip to Abyssinia (now Ethiopia), a remote area in the great Rift 
Valley of northeastern Africa that was rich in wildlife but having few if any 
restrictions on the killing of game. Shortly afterwards Fuertes and Baum visited 
with Wilfred Osgood, curator of mammals at Chicago’s Field Museum of Natural 
History. Together they worked out a proposal to have the museum underwrite, not a 
recieational hunting trip, but a scientific collecting expedition to this little-visited 
and biologically unknown country. Th^ also at^oached ftie Chicago Daily News 
for financial support, and soon received word that the paper would pay $25,000 to 
help finance the trip. It was thus to become known as the Field Museum/C/n'cago 
Daily News Abyssinian Expedition, and would be Fuertes’ last expedition. He was 
52 years old at die trip’s outset in the &ll of 1926, at the peak of his artistic powers, 
and would live only a few months after his return to Ithaca the following year. 

The Abyssinian Expedition 

The expedition traveled by boat across the Mediterranean from France, 
through the Suez Canal, and arrived in Djibouti (then part of French Somaliland) in 
early October of 1926. The group then traveled by train to Addis Ababa, capital of 
Abyssinia, The scientific party included Fuertes, Osgood, and Baum, phis Alfiied M. 
Bailey, a young ornithologist who had very recently been hired as a collector and 
curator by the museum. The final membCT was C. Suydam Cutting, a wealthy 
museum patron and volunteer participant in the expedition, who also made a 16-mm 
documentary film of its highlights. 

After a few weeks of settling in at the Imperial Hotel of Addis Ababa, the 
group obtained an audience with emperor Hailie Selasse (Ras Tafari), then only 34 
years old. He was highly receptive to and favorably impressed by the group, and 
provided them all the documents they would need for travel and collecting 
throughout the entire country. Before leaving Addis Ababa, Fuertes was devastat^ 
to learn that his personal gear, including clothing, field equipment, and all of his 
drawing and painting supplies had been lost en route. Fortunately, he was able to 
buy a small set of watocolors in Addis Ababa, and evidently made do with such 
paper and brushes as were also locally available for his drawing and painting needs. 
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Most of the Abyssinian paintings were done as life-size specimen studies on paper 
measuring approximately 11x15” (28 x 38 cm.), but some sketches are on sheets as 
small as 7 x 9” (18 X 23 cm.). A few formally composed and more scenic 
watercolors such as the groups of Colobus monkeys. White-eared Turacos and 
Mountain Nyalas were done on sheets as large as approximately 14 x 18” (35 x 46 
cm.). These are all undated but were probably all executed after his return to the U.S. 

By the latter part of October, before setting out on their main expedition, 
Fuertes and “Bill” Bailey had each collected and prepared more than 80 specimens in 
less than a week while staying eight days (October 18-26) at a ranch north of Addis 
Ababa, in Shoa Province. On October 21 Fuertes painted the first of his bird studies, 
of an African Flarrier Flawk, and a day later paint^ a Thick-billed Raven. These and 
the remaining watercolor studies were all done in natural size, and thus most of the 
larger species were simply head and shoulder portraits, often with small whole- 
animal images in the background. Fuertes also began a large series of variably 
completed pencil sketches while at the ranch. 

On October 30 the entire group reassembled and departed from Addis 
Ababa, with 36 pack mules, plus dozens of packers, muleteers, cooks, interpreters, 
and guards. Fuertes and Osgood headed south, through Amsi, Bale, Sidamo and 
Galla provinces. Within three months they returned again to Addis Ababa, reaching 
there on January 21, 1927. By then Fuertes had preserved 559 bird skins that he had 
obtained in more than 40 field camps, had alrea^ painted nearly 40 field studies of 
birds and mammals, and made about 20 pencil drawings. During their second 
month-long stay in Addis Ababa they again visited Haile Selasse, and Fuertes 
presented the emperor with the choice of a finished painting, to be made from one of 
his field studies. The emperor chose his portrait of the Narina Trogon. On his 53rd. 
birthday, February 7, Fuertes was in Addis Ababa, packing trunks for shipment to 
Khartoum and itching to be back in the field. The group left two days later. 

Again leaving Addis Ababa, the party headed north toward Gojam 
Province, into a mountainous region, and across the valley of the Blue Nile. From 
there they headed west of Lake Tsana. During this ph^ Fuertes completed an 
additional 30 or so watercolors, and at least a dozen pencil sketches. One of the last 
birds to be collected (by Alfred Bailey) in Abyssinia and painted by Fuertes was the 
African Swallow-tailed Kite. It was obtained on April 15 near Metema, the 
westernmost town in Abyssinia (Bailey, 1977). The very last subject for Fuertes’ 
brush was a Four-banded Sandgrouse, obtained on April 17. Then the group crossed 
the Sudan-Abyssinian border and arrived in Khartoum on April 24. At this time they 
began to pack and prepare for shipment 22 cases of their accumulated specimens, 
including some 2,000 birds and nearly as many mammals. They then hea^ down 
the Nile to Cairo and Alexandria, and on to Europe, where Fuertes was reunited with 
his wife and daughter in London on May 12, 1927 (Mary Boynton, pers. comm.). 

On his return to Ithaca, Fuertes had nearly a year’s work to catch up with, 
but he couldn’t resist showing the plates to ftiends and colleagues. During a chance 
encounter with a young acquaintance, Henry Guerlac, Fuertes called him over, and 
the two sat down on a sidewalk in Ithaca, feet in the gutter, and “gloated over” the 
illustrations, oblivious to both oncoming traffic and pedestrians (Marcham, 1971). 
In a letter written to Gern'ge Miksch Sutton on June 26, 1927, he excitedly repmted, 
“We had a marvelous trip in Abyssinia, and among other things I got far the best lot 
of field studies I ever did on one trip; a hundred color studies and a lot of drawings'* 
(Sutton, 1979). Frank Chapman (1928) similarly described his Abyssinian studies 
as “incomparably the best he ever made in the field.” Chapman h^ seen them as a 
result of a visit that Fuertes and his wife had made to their home in Taimersville, 
New York, during which Fuertes had told them of the Abyssinian trip and had 
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shown them his wonderful collection of paintings. Tragically, on their return trip 
he was killed near Unadilla, New York. The car in which he and his wife were 
traveling was struck by a train at a railroad crossing, the view of which had been 
concealed to them by a load of hay. Incredibly, at the moment of the crash the packet 
of paintings was thrown fiee of the demolished car and was rescued intact. Mrs. 
Fuertes was also thrown free, but was seriously hurt. 

The entire collection of Abyssinian field studies was later purchased from 
Mrs. Fuertes by C. Suydam Cutting, patron of the Museum and a participant in the 
Abyssinian expedition, and in due course were presented to the Field Museum. Mr. 
Cutting also guaranteed the cost of reproduction of a selected group (32) of the 
watercolor plates, including 28 bird subjects and four mammal studies, or about a 
third of the total 108 paintings done by Fuertes during the expedition. These were 
published in album form, and printed on high-quality heavy stock, using up to nine 
offset lithographic colors, and with image sizes of 20 x 25 cm (8 x 10”). 
Introductory comments were provided by Winfred Osgood. In 1936 a selection of 16 
of these same plates (14 birck, two mammals; all of which were also in the album) 
were included in a book that represented the combined Abyssinian journal notes of 
Fuertes and Osgood (Fuertes & Osgood, 1936). These plates were reproduced at 
slightly smaller size than in the album, and had much narrower borders. Both 
publications soon went out of print and rapidly became collectors’ items. Some of 
the Abyssinian studies have also been reproduce more recently, most notably in the 
biographies of Fuertes by F. G. March^ (1971), which included 12 bird and two 
mammal portraits, and that of R. M. Peck (1982), which included ten color and 
eight halftone reproductions of the Abyssinian birds. However, a substantial number 
of the Abyssinian watercolors and pencil sketches remained unpublished, alt of 
which are still housed in the rare book rotwn of the Field Museum of Natural Histoiy 
in Chicago. 

Fuertes’ Artistic Legacy 

The artistic legacy left by Fuertes is both real and symbolic. Frank 
Chapman (1928) summarized Fuertes’ list of “more important” published bird 
illustrations, which represent a lasting, substantive artistic legacy. These total at 
least 400 monochrome illustrations (about half appearing in Coues’ Key to North 
American Birds) and at least 700 color plates, with the largest number (250) 
appearing in the National Geographic’s Book of Birds (1918), and a lesser number 
(106) in E. H. Eaton’s Birds of New York (1910-1914). Th^ were also 68 plates 
in E. H. Forbush’s three-volume Birds of Massachusetts (1925-1929), which are 
generally considered to be Fuertes’ best illustrations, given the limitations of 
crowding several species on a single plate, A total of 35 color plates and 35 
halftones appeared in The Bird Life of Texas by H. C. Oberholser (1974), nearly 50 
years after Fuertes’ death. More than 100 also appeared in the National Audubon 
Society’s Bird Lore magazine between 1903 and 1926. These latter plates typically 
appeal^ as frontispiece illustrations, and collectively included most American 
passerines, as well as later series on swifts, hummingbirds, woodpeckers and herons. 
Several series of small but charming paintings were reproduced on cards published 
by Church & Dwight between the 1920s and 1940s, and were included free in boxes 
of baking soda. Such sets were avidly collected by children and introduced many of 
them (including me) to Fuertes and to many American bird species for the first time. 
More complete listings of his published plates were provided in an obituary by 
Frank Chapman (1928), and in a biography by M. F. Boynton (1956). 
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In addition, Fuertes completed many unpublished works on birds as 
commissioned projects or simply as gilts, as well as many mammal studies and 
those of other biological subjects. The archival library of Cornell University, which 
also includes most of Fuertes’ surviving papers, has over 2,500 pencil sketches. 
Thus, his overall output of published and unpublished paintings must have easily 
exceeded three thousand items, but no complete accounting, or catalogue raissonne, 
exists. 

Additionally, Fuertes left a powerful and lasting mark on subsequent 
generations of American nature artists. Perhaps the person most directly affected by 
Fuertes, because he received extensive instruction in bird art directly fi'om the 
master, was George Miksch Sutton. The summer (1916) that Sutton spent in the 
Fuertes household as a teenager transformed his art and shaped his life. Sutton went 
on to become the premier bird artist of America following the death of Fuertes, and 
especially his early work sometimes is so close in style to that of Fuertes that it is 
sometimes necessary to examine the artist’s si^ature to be certain of its origin. 
Sutton was himself a great teacher as well as an outstanding scientist, giving advice 
and encouragement to many talented artists. These have included Robert Verity 
Clem, whose shorebird paintings cany the authentic smell of tundra and marshland, 
the late and tragically short-lived Donald L, Malick, whose African field studies 
often bear an uncanny resemblance to those of Fuertes, and John O’Neill, who 
knows the visual feel of the American tropics like few others. No bird artist alive is 
likely to be ignorant of Fuertes’ work, and probably all have gazed at his work in 
wonder, asking themselves, “How in the world did he do that?” 
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THE 2006 NEBRASKA NEST REPORT 

Wayne J. Mollhoff 
2354 Euclid St. 

Ashland NE 68003 


The drought that began in 1999 continued over most of Nebraska this year, with 7 of 
the past 8 years receiving lower than normal rainfall. More normal rains fell in April 
and early May, especially in the central and east, before stopping for most of the 
summer. Most of the Panhandle and southwest were declared drought disaster areas 
by early summer, setting the stage in late July for the worst fire season in memory 
in the Pine Ridge area of the northern Panhandle (Fowler, 2007). Ultimately, 83 of 
93 counties were declared part of the drought disaster area. Low water levels made 
for a disastrous breeding season for waterbirds in the western Sandhills, and with 
mid-summer finding many potholes and ponds dry or nearly so, it appeared that 
many waterbirds either left or just “hung out” for the season. 

With the Nebraska Breeding Bird Atlas Project II getting underway this year, many 
more records of breeding were received than could be reported here in detail. Well 
over 500 nests were reported, involving 122 species from 54 counties around the 
state. Despite the increase in reports, there remain gaps in the information available 
about many of our breeding birds. Details about when nest-building begins, egg 
dates, dates and age of young in the nest, fledging, how long the young are cared for 
after they leave the nest, habitat used, nest placement, etc., are still needed for nearly 
all species, and should be recorded and reported. 


SPECIES 

Species reported but not detailed in the accounts below include: Wood Duck, 
Mallard, Ring-necked Pheasant, Sharp-tailed Grouse, Greater Prairie-Chicken, Pied¬ 
billed Grebe, Great Blue Heron, Black-crowned Night-Heron, Mississippi Kite, 
Cooper’s Hawk, Swainson’s Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, American Kestrel, American 
Coot, Piping Plover, Killdeer, American Avocct, Upland Sandpiper, Long-billed 
Curlew, Rock Pigeon, Eurasian Collared-I>ove, Mourning Dove, Great Homed Owl, 
Burrowing Owl, Common Poorwill, Red-headed Woodpecker, Red-bellied 
Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy Wooc^>ecker, Northern Flicker, Eastern 
Phoebe, Great Crested Flycatcher, Western Kingbird, Eastern Kingbird, Bell’s Viieo, 
Warbling Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo, Blue Jay, Homed Lark, Cliff Swallow, Bam 
Swallow, Black-capped Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, White-breasted Nuthatch, 
Pygmy Nuthatch, Carolina Wren, House Wren, Eastern Bluebird, Mountain 
Bluebird, American Robin, Gray Catbird, Northern Mockingbird, Brown Thrasher, 
Yellow Warbler, Yellow-mmped (Audubon’s) Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, 
Yellow-breasted Chat, Western Tanager, Spotted Towhee, Cassin’s Sparrow, 
Chipping Sparrow, Vesper Sparrow, Lark Sparrow, Lark Bunting, Northern 
Cardinal, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Blue Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting, Dickcissel, Red¬ 
winged Blackbird, Eastern Meadowlark, Brewer’s Blackbird, Common Grackle, 
Baltimore Oriole, House Finch, Pine Siskin, American Goldfinch, and House 
Sparrow. 
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OBSERVERS 

Reports were received from the following observers: Virginia Correa (VC), Kathy 
DeLara (KD), Stephen J. Dinsmore (SD), Bill Glenn (BG), Bob Grier (BGr), Joseph 
Gubanyi (JG), Helen Hughson (HH), Bill Huser (BH), Jan Johnson (JJ), Alice 
Kenitz (AK), Clem Klaphake (CK), Clarence Mertins (CM), Wayne Mollhoff 
(WM), Betsy Mulliken (BM), Jerry Mulliken (JM), Emily Munter (EM), Lucas 
Negus (LN), Colleen Noeck^ (CN), Don Pasel^ (DP), Janis Paseka (JP), Allen 
Reyer (AR), David Stage (DS), Pat Stewart (PS), and Thomas Walker (TW). 


ABBREVIATIONS 

SP - State Park 

SRA - State Recreation Area 

WMA - Wildlife Management Area 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Trumpeter Swan A pair with 4 cygnets was seen on a small lake 36 mi $ of 
Merriman, Cherry Co., on 8 June 2006 (CK). Another pair with 3 young 
was noted on a marshy lake 5.5 mi W of Merriman, Cherry Co., on 16 
August 2006 (WM). 

Wild Turkey A nest with 11 eggs that had been recently destroyed by a 
mammalian predator was found on 3 May 2006 at Oak Valley WMA 3 mi S 
of Battle Creek, Madison Co. A hen was flushed off a nest with 10 eggs at 
Sherman Reservoir SRA, 3 mi NE of Loup City, Sherman Co., on 13 May 
2006 (WM). A hen with two late>hatched young “that couldn't have been 
more than three weeks old” was noted at Bellevue, Sarpy Co., on the late 
date of 6 November 2006 (AR). 

Green Heron A nesting colony (rather than the usual solitary nests), apparently the 
first colony reported in Nebraska, was found on 17 May 2006 at Two Rivers 
SRA, a mile S of Venice, Douglas Co. Nests with 3, 5, 5, and 5 eggs were 
examined. Several other nests that also appeared to be active were 
inaccessible (WM). 

Turkey Vulture Two downy young were found in a bam 5 mi E of Seward, 
Seward Co., on 21 July 2006. The ‘nest’ was apparently in the hayloft, from 
which the young had fallen before being discovert by the owner (CM, JG). 

Bald Eagle An adult was adding material to a nest on the Platte River near Clarks, 
Merrick Co., on 2 March 2006. An adult was incubating eggs or brooding 
young on 19 April; young were being fed on 14 June and still present on 26 
June (WM). A nest on the Platte River near Hwy 75, Cass Co., was 
occupied on 23 April 2006. By 15 May movement by what appeared to be 
small young was noted, with nearly full-grown young noted jumping around 
on the nest by 10 June. Young were noted on the nest until 12 July (CK). 

Northern Harrier A pair was noted nest-building in May 2006 at Kiowa WMA, 3 
mi S of Morrill, Scotts Bluff Co, On 26 June one young was found in Ae 
nest, while 2 others were exploring the area nearby (KD). 
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Ferruginous Hawk A pair occupying a nest used the previous year were noted 
feeding two young on 22 June 2006 in nordiem Box Butte Co. (BG). 

Golden Eagle Adults were seen carrying sticks to a nest located 60 ft. up a cliff in 
southern Sioux Co, about 15 mi N of Scottsblufft on 15 March 2006, On 15 
April an adult was noted brooding, and on 23 April “tiny, white babies” were 
seen. The area was hit by a severe storm on 24-25 April, and the young were 
not seen when the site was visited on 5 May. By 12 May die adults had left 
the nest area (HH), 

Sandhill Crane A pair with 2 young was found on 18 July 2006 at Facus Springs 
WMA, Morrill Co. Flight was noted on 4 August for the larger chick and on 
16 August for the smaller chick (EM, BGr). (Grier, 2007) 

Marbled Godwit Pairs displaying typically aggressive defense of territory were 
found ~10 mi WSW of Wood Lake, Cherry Co., on 17 June 2006 (BH) and 
~6 mi NW of Whitney, Dawes Co., on 20 June 2006 (WM). These are the 
first indications of brewing away fi-om Sheridan Co., which is the location of 
the 3 previous reports of breeding and is about 100 mi. away from either of 
the new locations (Mollhoff 2005; Sharpe et al. 2001). Based on these 
reports, observers should be alert for possible breeding almost anywhere in 
the grasslands of western and northern Nebraska. 

Forster’s Tern Beem Lake, at Avocet WMA, 2 mi E of Hyannis, Grant Co., had 
declining water levels this year, with most of the cattails and even some 
bulrush stands left high and dry. Instead of the usual 4-8 ft. water depth, 
when visited on 30 June 2006, the deepest water found was only 1 ft. d^. 
Six nests with 2, 2, 3, 3, 3, and 3 eggs, and a clutch of 3 swimming young 
about a week old were found on that date (WM). 

Black Tern Also at Avocet WMA near Hyannis, Grant Co., on 30 June 2006, a 
nesting colony had 4 nests with 3 eggs each, another nest with a single egg 
and one just-hatched young, and a nest with 3 young that were several days 
old (WM). 

White-winged Dove A single bird showed up on 27 April 2006 in the Albion, 
Boone Co., neighborhood where they nested last year. By 12 May it had 
begun a nest which was later abandoned. Finally, on 30 May, a second bird 
was seen, a nest was built, and by 26 July the pair was seen attending a 
young bird (CN), 

Barn Owl A brood of 3 young was found in the empty attic of a school in Ulysses, 
Butler Co., on 24 July 2006 (JG), Another brood of 8 young was found 
beneath a highway bridge 2 mi N of Big Springs, Deuel Co., on 8 June 2006 
(WM). 

Barred Owl A pair were found in a nest box west of Elkhom, Douglas Co., with 2 
young less than a week old present on 20 April 2006. The young were about 
10 in. tall when checked on 8 May (DS). 

Common Nighthawk A nest with two eggs was found in a soybean field 5 mi NW 
of Powell, Jefferson Co., on 18 July 2006 (BG). Another bird was flushed 
fi-om its nest ~15 mi N of Scottsbluff in southern Sioux Co. in July 2006, 
revealing a remarkably large clutch of 4 eggs (HH). 

Western Wood-pewee On 8 June 2006 a bird was seen adding cottonwood "cotton’ 
to line its nest at Smith Lake WMA, about 20 mi S of Rushville, Sheridan 
Co. (CK). 

Willow Flycatcher A nest with a single egg was found on 1 July 2006 on 
Minnechaduza Ck, 10 mi NW of Crookston, Cherry Co. (WM). 

Say’s Phoebe A nest on a ledge at Toadstool Geologic Park, Sioux Co., held 4 
eggs on 21 June 2006. A nest in the stovepipe hole inside an abandoned 
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schoolhouse 20 mi SW of Whiteclay, Sheridan Co., held a single egg and at 
least 2 young on 27 June 2006. A nest underneath a bridge over a dry wash 
1 mi W of Haigler, Dundy Co., held 6 eggs on 4 July 2006 (WM). 

Cassinis Kingbird A nest in Ae ponderosa pines 7.5 mi S of Redington, Morrill 
Co. held 2 eggs on 9 June 2006 (WM). 

Loggerhead Shrike In view of a range-wide population decline for the past several 
decades, it was gratifying to find a nest with 2 eggs and 3 Just-hatched young 
a mile SE of Ceresco, Saunders Co., on 17 May 2006 in an intensively 
farmed area. Another welcome sight was a single fledged young, still 
bobtailed and with short primaries, on the edge of the 30,000-acre Thayer 
Fire 3 mi NE of Harrison, Sioux Co., on 16 August 2006 (WM). 

Plumbeous Vireo An adult repeatedly fed a begging young bird that trailed it on 
28 June 2006 in West Ash Creek Canyon 10 mi ESE of Crawford, Dawes 
Co. (WM). 

Pinyon Jay The jay colony 8 mi SSW of Redington, Morrill Co., nested in the 
same site the colony used in 2001. Four active nests, with 4, 4, 4, and 5 
eggs, were found within a half-hour on 17 April 2006. As usual with this 
tight-sitting species, none of the birds betrayed their presence until flushing 
after the observer had climbed to within a foot or two of the nest (WM). 

Tree Swallow Routinely found in nest boxes now, a pair was nest-building at 
Mahoney SP, Cass Co., on 26 April 2006. Another such nest held 6 eggs at 
Two Rivers SRA, 1 mi S of Venice, Douglas Co., on 16 May 2006. 
Another female refused to leave her 5 eggs 1 mi S of Surprise, Butler Co., 
even when the box was opened and a finger gently lifted her to the side to 
check the clutch! A box on a fencepost bordering a Sandhills pasture 15 mi 
NW of Bartlett, Wheeler Co., held 5 eggs on 13 June 2006 (AVM). 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow A nest with 5 eggs was found in a road cutbank 
5 mi SE of Crawford, Dawes Co., on 28 June 2006. Another nest with at 
least 3 young was found in a roadcut 9 mi S of Crawford on Breakneck Hill 
Road, Dawes Co., on 29 June 2006 (WM). 

Bank Swallow A nest in a small colony found in a sandy roadcut in the arid 
sandsage prairie 26 mi W of Alliance, Box Butte Co., held at least 4 small 
young on 29 June 2006 (WM). 

Brown Creeper Documenting one of the rare confirmations of nesting in Nebraska, 
a pair of adults was seen repeatedly carrying food into and then leaving fi-om 
behind an area of raised bark on a dead tree at Neale Woods Nature Center, 
Washington/Douglas Cos., on 29 May 2006 (CK). 

Marsh Wren On 8 June 2006 multiple males were busy building nests at Smith 
Lake WMA about 20 mi S of Rushville, Sheridan Co, (CK). A colony with 
5 active and 17 "dummy’ nests at Cottonwood Lake SRA a mile E of 
Merriman, Cherry Co., h^ clutches of 0, 1, 2, 4, and 4 eggs on 1 July 2006. 
A colony at Cottonwood-Steverson WMA 35 mi S of Merriman with about 
the same proportion of active vs. ‘dummy’ nests had clutches of 1, 3, 4,4, 4, 
and 5 eggs on 30 June 2006 (WM). 

Wood Thrush A bird was observed on its nest in Hormel Park, Fremont, Dodge 
Co., on 9 May 2006 (JP). 

Sage Thrasher A pair of adults with a single fledged young was noted near the 
relict limber pine forest 12 mi SW of Bushnell, Kimball Co,, on 25 July 
2006. Another pair was found 2 miles away and another single adult was 
seen 4 miles away. Their presence on this date makes it seem possible that 
breeding took place somewhere in the vicinity. However, an active nest or 
flightless young have still not been document^ in Nebraska (WM). 
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European Starling Four fully-feathered young in a nest at Two Rivers SRA a mile 
south of Venice, Douglas Co., appeared ready to fledge on 17 May 2006 
(WM), 

Black-and-white Warbler A recently-fledged begging young in West Ash Creek 
Canyon 11 mi ESE of Crawford, Dawes Co., was fed by an adult male 3 
times in less than 30 seconds on 2S June 2006 (WM). 

Eastern Towhee A ground nest found in a patch of bloodroot (Sanguinaria 
canadensis) held 4 eggs when found on 20 May 2006 at Ponca State Park, 
Dixon Co. (DP,JP,BM4M). 

Brewer’s Sparrow Adults were noted carrying food to young at multiple locations 
in the sandsage prairie area 27 mi W of Alliance, Box Butte Co., on 29 June 
2006 (WM). 

Field Sparrow A pair was observed building a nest on 11 June 2006 at Dead 
Timber SRA, 5 mi NW of Scribner, Dodge Co. (DP,JP). An agitated pair, 
both of them carrying food, was initially found an a patch of greasewood 
(Sarcobatus vermiculatus), near Montrose Church, 26 mi NE of Harrison, 
Sioux Co., on 21 June 2006. Searching revealed a nest in some adjacent 
buckbrush (Symphoricarpos sp.) and the reason for the agitation: a green racer 
(Coluber constrictor) was pulling a day-old young sparrow through a hole in 
the bottom of the nest and literally racing away with it (WM). 

Henslow’s Sparrow A late report was received of four nests found in Stanton Co., 
3 mi NE of Stanton in 2005. Nests with eggs were found on 22 and 28 June 
and 3 August 2005. One of the nests found on 22 June later fledged 3 young 
(LN). 

Swamp Sparrow Perhaps only the second active nest reported in the state was one 
found at Lake McConaughy, Keith Co., which held 6 eggs on 11 June 2006 
(SD). 



Swamp Sparrow nest at Lake McConaugIty Photo courtesy of Steven J. Dinsmore 
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Dark-^yed (White-winged) Junco A recently-fledged young bird was found 
following an adult in West Ash Creek Canyon 11 mi ESE of Crawford, 
Dawes Co,, on 28 June 2006, continually begging for food (WM). 

Lazuli Bunting A pair was found defending a nest alongside Breakneck Hill Road 
8 mi S of Crawford, Dawes Co., on 29 June 2006. The nest was empty but 
for a single Brown-headed Cowbird egg (WM). 

Western Meadowlark A nest of this superabundant bird (but one with infrequently 
reported nests) was found at Schlagel Creek WMA south of Valentine, Cherry 
Co., on 2 July 2006. It contained 2 eggs and 3 just-hatched young. Another 
nest found 3 mi NW of Cody, Cherry Co., on 1 July 2006 held 1 
meadowlark egg and 1 Brown-headed Cowbird egg (WM). 

Yellow-headed Blackbird A young bird at Avocet WMA, 2 mi E of Hyannis, 
Grant Co., just out of the nest on 30 June 2006, tried to fly across a 30-ft. 
stretch of open water. It splashed down about halflvay across and was closely 
harassed (but not touched) by several diving Black Terns as it flapped and 
‘swam’ the rest of the way across (WM). 

Great-tailed Crackle Birds at the recently-established colony in the 
highway/railroad right-of-way 4 mi SW of Waverly, Lancaster Co., were just 
starting to build nests on 13 April 2006. Nests with eggs were noted by 25 
April, and conshuction on other nests was still continuing on I May. A 
total of 12 nests was found. A colony with 2 nests at Jack Sinn WMA, 4 mi 
ESE of Ceresco, Saunders/Lancaster Cos., had eggs in the nests on 17 May 
2006 (WM). 

Orchard Oriole A nest with 3 oriole eggs, plus 5 Brown-headed Cowbird eggs, 
was found on 15 June 2006, 6 mi SE of Syracuse, Otoe Co. (WM). 

Red Crossbill Adults were seen feeding young at Gordon, Sheridan Co., on 8 June 
2006 (CK). A mixed-age flock of 12-15 birds was observed feeding in 
ponderosa pines 8 mi S of Redington, Morrill Co., on 9 June 2006. Adults 
were noted tearing open the new green cones, extracting seeds and feeding the 
begging young (CK, WM). Adults were seen with fledged young 10 mi N of 
Hay Springs, Sheridan Co., on 26 June and in West Ash Creek Canyon, 10 
mi SE of Crawford on 28 June (WM). 


LITERATURE CITED 

Fowler, E. “Fire on the Ridge.” NEBRASKAland 85 (2007): 36-45. 

Grier, B. “A Cause for Celebration.” NEBRASKAland 85 (2007): 18-25. 

MolIhofF, W. “The 2005 Nebraska Nest Report.” The Nebraska Bird Review 
73(2005):! 19-123. 

Sharpe, R.S., W.R. Silcock, and J. Jorgensen. Birds of Nebraska. Lincoln: 
University of Nebraska Press, 2001. 



148 


The Nebraska Bird Review 

Index to Volume 74 


Vol. 74 No. 4 


Abraham, K. 105 
Accipiter sp 28-29, 65 
Allmand, Matt 40 

American Ornithologists’ Union 38, 105, 
132-133 

Amiotte, Sue 41, 112 
Anhinga 71 
Ankney, C. D. 105 
Armknecht, Henry 25, 40 
Aubushon, 

Dottie 25 
Kathy 25 

Audubon, John James 132-133, 136 
Austin, J. E. 97 

Avocet, American 48, 84, 117, 142 

Backer, Gordon 25 
Badura, Laurel 40 
Bailey, 

Alfred M. "Biir 136-137, 139 
Liberty Hyde 132 
Baker, A. J. 105 
Bard, Kevin 40 
Barraband, Jacques 134 
Barry, Bob 5, 25 
Barth, Roland 112 
Baum, James E. 136, 140 
Baumgarten, H, E. 105 
Bazant, Michael 73 
Beasley, Patty Waits 41 
Bedows, Elliott 5, 25, 40, 79, 111 
Bellrose, F. C. 105 
Bents, Eric 111 
Birding Trails Website 128 
Birds of Nebraska 123, 126 
Bittern, 

American 17, 19, 44, 82, 114 
Least 44, 82, 114 
Blackbird, 

BrewePs 15, 17, 22, 32-33, 59, 94, 

128, 142 

Red-winged 14, 17, 22, 32-33, 59, 68, 
94, 127, 131, 142 
Rusty 15, 22, 32-33, 59, 127 
Yellow-headed 14, 32-33, 59, 68, 94, 
127, 147 
Bluebird, 

Eastern 13, 17, 18, 21, 24, 30-31, 54, 
67, 91, 123, 131, 142 
Mountain 13, 30-31, 54, 91, 123, 142 
Bobolink 59, 68, 94, 127 
Bobwhite, Northern 8, 19, 26-27, 44, 65, 
81, 114, 129 
Bossman, Bill 25 
Bowman, D.B. 98 


Boynton, M. F. 138, 139, 140 
Brambling 38, 60 
Brant 110, 112 
Branta canadensis 
canadensis 99-105 
fulva 99-105 
interior 6, 99-105 
maxima 99-105 
moffitti 99-105 
occidentalis 99-105 
parvipes 99-105 
Branta hutchinsii 
hutchensii 99-105 
leucopareia 99-105 
minima 99-105 
taverneri 99-105 
Brees, Aaron 111 
Bright, Duane 111 
Brockmoller, Norma 25 
Brogie, 

EdM. 25 
Ellen 73 

Mark 5, 25, 40, 65, 69, 73, 79, 111 
Brown, Linda 25, 64, 111 
Bufflehead 8, 19, 26-27, 43, 81, 113 
Bunting, 

Indigo 59, 68, 94, 127, 142 
Indigo X Lazuli 94 
Lark 57, 78, 93, 126, 142 
Lazuli 59, 94, 127, 147 
Painted 38, 59 

Snow 14, 18, 22, 32-33, 59, 127 
Buteo 

jamaicensis harlani 46 
species 28-29 

Canadian Wildlife Service 97 
Canterbury, 

Bev 79, 111 
George 79, 111 
Jackie 25 

Canvasback 7, 17, 19, 26-27, 42, 81, 112 
Cardinal Northern 14, 22, 32-33, 59, 68, 
94, 127, 131, 142 
Cm'lini, John 79 

Catbird, Gray 13, 55, 67, 91, 124, 131, 
142 

Cecil, John 5 
Chance, 

Ed 25 
Emma 25 

Chapman, Frank M. 134-135, 137-138, 
139, 140 

Chal Yellow-breasted 57, 92, 126, 142 
Chavez-Ramirez, Felipe 25, 97 





Vol. 74 No. 4 


The Nebraska Bird Review 

Index to Volume 74 


149 


Chickadee, Black-capped 4, 12, 21, 24, 
30-31, 53, 67, 78, 90, 122, 130, 142 
Christiansen, 

Dave 25 
Donna 24, 25 

Christmas Bird Counts 23-34 
Chuck-will’s-widow 51, 88 
Chukar 4, 8, 43 
Clark, 

Leah 25 
R. 98 

Clem, Robert Verity 139 
Conservation Reserve Program 58, 120, 
126 

Coot, American 9, 17, 20, 23, 28-29, 46, 
65, 84, 116, 129, 142 
Cormorant Double-crested 9, 19, 44, 65, 
82, 106, 114, 129 
Correa, Virginia 143 
Coues, Elliott 132-134, 138, 139 
Counties 

Adams 126, 127 
Antelope 47, 49, 71 
Banner 15 
Blaine 59, 81 
Boone 59, 71, 144 
Box Butte 12, 144, 145, 146 
Brown 48, 57, 59, 81, 89, 92 
Buffalo 113,116,123 
Burt 7 

Butler 7, 46, 50, 55, 144, 145 
Cass 43, 51, 53, 54, 59, 82, 83, 84, 86, 
89, 129-131, 143, 145 
Cedar 8, 42, 43, 65-68, 71, 83, 89, 90, 
91, 92, 94, 122, 123 
Chase 87, 88, 92, 113, 114, 115, 119, 
123, 127 

Cherry 80, 82, 83, 86, 88, 90, 92, 94, 
116, 143, 144, 145, 147 
Clay 43,46,51,54,71,94, 116 
Colfax 7 

Dakota 9, 11, 13, 54, 60, 93, 116 
Dawes 6, 51, 60, 85, 89, 90, 114, 117, 
123, 126, 144, 145, 146, 147 
Dawson 70 
Deuel 87, 117, 144 
Dixon 7, 8, 14, 41, 42, 45, 46, 47, 52, 
54, 55, 56, 59, 60, 65-68, 84, 87, 
91, 112, 115, 123, 125, 126, 146 
Dodge 7,9, 12, 52, 113, 145, 146 
Douglas 45, 51, 52, 54, 55, 57, 58, 91, 
115, 120, 125, 143, 144, 145, 146 
Dundy 46, 72, 88, 145 
Fillmore 14, 43, 49, 51, 52, 114, 127 


Counties, continued 
Frontier 11,81,114 
Furnas 55 

Gage 41, 49, 52, 54, 55, 91 
Garden 9, 42, 93, 115, 116, 120, 122 
Garfield 114 
Gosper 6 

Grant 7, 85, 86, 144, 147 
Hall 6, 46, 47, 48, 52, 53, 55, 57, 58, 
60, 93, 119, 120, 123 
Hamilton 48 

Harlan 9, 12, 53, 81, 89, 116, 121, 126 
Hitchcock 46, 87, 88, 127 
Holt 113, 120, 122, 123, 125 
Jefferson 7, 10, 12, 13, 14, 51, 144 
Johnson 58, 59, 94, 120 
Kearney 43,46,51,53,59 
Keith 8, II, 57, 70, 87, 146 
KeyaPaha 10, 13,93, 116 
Kimball 51, 52, 57, 58, 89, 91, 93, 

117, 120, 121, 124, 145 
Knox 45, 71, 72, 84, 86, 92, 112, 114, 
119, 120, 127 

Lancaster 6, 7, 8, 12, 13, 14, 41, 42, 47, 
48, 49. 53, 70, 71, 72, 81, 85, 86, 

87, 88, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 112, 
113, 115, 116, 117, 118, 120, 121, 
122, 123, 124, 126, 127, 128, 129- 
131, 147 

Lincoln 8, 10, 11, 12, 44, 51, 54, 55, 
56, 57, 59, 81, 86, 87, 89, 93, 94, 
113, 114, 116, 117, 121, 122 
Logan 43 
Loup 10, 114 
Madison 8, 143 
McPherson 7,43,48,52 
Merrick 42, 143 

Morrill 84, 89, 116, 123, 124, 144, 

145, 147 

Nance 11, 54, 55, 81, 112, 120, 122, 

125, 126 

Nuckolls 41,48,51,58 

Otoe 13, 42, 50, 56, 57, 115, 119, 121, 

126, 147 

Pawnee 10,90,94,116,126 
Perkins 88, 115, 116, 118 
Phelps 52,59,81,93 
Pierce 7, 114 

Platte 11, 116, 119, 121, 126, 127 
Red Willow 81 
Richardson 71 
Rock 47, 89, 92, 116 
Saline 43,48,57,60 




m 


The Nebraska Bird Review 

Index to Volume 74 


Vol. 74 No. 4 


Counties, continued 

Sarpy 11, 13, 46, 52, 53, 55, 57, 59, 

71, 114, 117, 125, 143 
Saunders 50, 57, 86, 90, 119, 120, 

129-131, 145, 147 

Scotts Bluff 6, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 42, 
44, 46, 50, 51, 53, 54, 59, 60, 71, 

72, 83, 87, 89, 90, 91, 94, 113, 116, 
120, 121, 123, 127, 128, 143 

Seward 15, 41, 42. 51, 52, 53, 54, 83, 
88, 91, 93, 116, 122, 123, 126, 127, 
129-131, 143 

Sheridan 48, 82, 85, 89, 117, 144, 145, 
147 

Sherman 10, 86, 143 
Sioux 12, 13, 72, 84, 87, 89, 93, 94, 
116, 120, 124, 126, 144, 145, 146 
Stanton 8, 12,42,49, 119, 146 
Thayer 6, 7, 51, 53, 94, 114, 122, 126 
Thurston 43 

Washington 9, 46, 53, 54, 56, 89, 122, 
126, 145 
Wayne 57, 125 
Webster 54, 123, 127 
Wheeler 145 
York 48,51, 117, 124 
Cowbird, Brown-headed 15, 17, 18, 22, 
24, 32-33, 60, 68, 91, 94, 128, 131, 

147 

Crandell, Gay 25 
Crane, 

Common 38, 47 

Sandhill 4, 10, 46, 47, 65, 84, 96, 110, 
116, 144 

"Greater" 46, 116 
Sandhill x Common 47 
Whooping 47, 95-98, 116 
Crawford, David 25 
Crawford-Rose, Kathleen 5, 25 
Creeper, Brown 12,21,30-31,53-54,90, 
123, 145 
Crossbill, 

Red 15, 17, 18, 22, 32-33, 60, 95, 128, 
147 

White-winged 72 

Crow, American 12, 21, 24, 30-31, 53, 67, 
78, 90, 122, 130 
Cuckoo, 

Black-billed 50, 87, 119 
Yellow-billed 38, 50, 87, 119 
Curlew, Long-billed 38, 48, 85, 110, 117, 
142 

Currier, P. I. 97,98 
Curtis, Anton 25 
Cutting, C. Suydam 136, 138 


DeGarmo, Alex 79 
Degarmo, Kevin 25 
DeLara, 

Bob 25 

Kathy 5, 25, 40, 73, 79, 88, 111, 143 
Delucchi, Carla 25 
DiBemard, Barbara 25 
Dickcissel 59, 68, 78, 94, 127, 131, 142 

Dickerson, D. V. 105 
Dietrich, Roger 6, 41 
Dinsmore, Stephen L 6, 25, 41, 73, 80, 
112, 143 

Dougherty, Tom 6 
Dove, 

Eurasian Collared- 10, 23, 28-29, 50, 
87, 119, 130, 142 
Inca 4, 11, 50 

Mourning 10-11,20,28-29,50,66, 
87, 119, 130, 142 

White-winged 10, 23, 28-29, 50, 71, 
87, 119, 144 
Dowitcher, 

Long-billed 49, 86, 118 
Short-billed 49, 66, 85-86, 118 
species 130 
Downes, Scott 80 
Draper, Sharon 25 
Drawbaugh, 

Dean 6, 25, 41 
Phyllis 6, 25, 41 
Ducey, James E. 5, 40, 79 
Duck, 

American Black 7, 19, 80 
"Brewer's" 42 

Harlequin 4, 8, 42-43, 110, 113 
Long-tailed 8, 19, 43, 113 
Mottled 80 

Ring-necked 7, 26-27, 42, 81, 112 
Ruddy 8, 17, 19, 26-27, 43, 65, 81, 
113 

Wood 7, 19, 26-27, 42, 65, 80, 112, 
129, 142 

Duerksen, Russell 73 
Duey, Ann 25, 39, 111 
DuMont,?, A. 102-105 
Dunbar, Paul 5, 24, 41, 73, 80, 112 
Dunlin 49, 66, 118, 130 

Eades, Rick 6, 24, 25, 41, 80, 112 
Eagle, 

Bald 9, 17, 19, 23, 26-27, 45, 65, 83, 
115, 143 

Golden 9, 28-29, 46, 83, 116, 144 
Eaton, E.H. 138 




Vol. 74 No. 4 


The Nebraska Bird Review 

Index jo Volume 74 


151 


Egret, 

Cattle 44, 82, 115 
Great 44, 82, 110, 114, 129 
Snowy 44, 82, 110, 114, 129 
Einemann, Larry 5, 24, 25, 40, 73, 79, 
111, 128 

Ellis, Mike 24,79 
Ely, 
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American 15, 22, 32-33, 60, 68, 95, 
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Lesser 95, 128 
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Canada 6-7, 17, 19, 23, 26-27, 42, 65, 
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Canada x Snow 7 
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Greater White-fronted 6, 19, 26-27, 41, 
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Grebe, 

Clark’s 44, 78, 82, 114 
Clark's x Western 114 
Eared 44, 82, 114 
Horned 8, 26-27, 44, 114 
Pied-billed 8, 26-27, 44, 65, 82, 114, 
129, 142 

Red-necked 110, 114 
Western 4, 9, 17, 19, 26-27, 44, 78, 82, 
no, 114 

Green, Ruth 41, 73 
Grcnon, 

Alan 74 
Betty 5, 12, 25 
Grier, Bob 79, 143, 147 
Grosbeak, 

Black-headed 59, 65, 94, 127 
Blue 59, 68, 94, 127, 142 
Evening 17, 18, 22 
Pine 18,22,70 

Rose-breasted 59, 65, 68, 94, 127, 

131, 142 

Grouse, Sharp-tailed 8, 26-27, 43, 81, 

113, 142 
Grove, Greg 79 

Gubanyi, Joe 5, 24, 25, 40, 73, 74, 79, 
111, 128, 143 
Gull, 

Black-headed 70 

Bonaparte's 10, 28-29, 49, 86, 118 
California 10, 28-29, 50, 86, 118 
Franklin's 4, 10, 49, 66, 86, 118, 130 
Glaucous 10, 28-29, 50 
Great Black-backed 10,28-29,70, 
no, 119 

Herring 10, 20, 28-29, 50, 86, 118 
Laughing 71, 110, 118 
Lesser Black-backed 10, 28-29, 50, 86, 
119 

Little no, 118 

Ring-billed 10, 17, 20, 28-29, 50, 86, 
118, 130 
Sabine's 119 

Thayer’s 10, 28-29, 50, 118 
Gyrfalcon 116 

H^Tim 112 
Hall, 

Carolyn 40, lit 
John W. 40,79, 111 
Hammond, Kris 5 
HaBaen,aA. 105 
Harbiaon, Gerard 40 

Harding, Robin 6, 24, 25, 41, 73, 80, 112 


Harrier, Northern 9, 11, 20, 28-29, 45, 83, 
115, 129, 143 
Harrold, Eric 40 
Hartman, Cody 25 
Hatfield, Blake 25 
Hawk, 

Broad-winged 46, 65, 83, 115 
Cooper's 9, 20, 28-29, 45, 65, 83, 115, 
129, 142 

Ferruginous 9, 17, 20, 28-29, 46, 83, 
116, 144 

Red-shouldered 9, 45, 83, 115, 129 
Red-tailed 9, 20, 23, 28-29, 46, 65, 83, 
116, 129, 142 
Harlan’s 46, 116 

Rough-legged 9, 20, 23, 28-29, 46, 
116 

Sharp-shinned 9, 20, 23, 28-29, 45, 

65, 65, 83, 115, 129 
Swainson's 46, 83, 115, 129, 142 
Zone-tailed 136 
Hay, Rick 80 
Hayes, Barbi 111 
Heckman, Alice 79 
HeidLDave 5,24,25,40 
Heron, 

Great Blue 9, 17, 19, 26-27, 44, 65, 82, 
114, 129, 142 

Green 44, 82, 115, 129, 143 
Little Blue 44, 110, 115 
Hicks, Tyler 41,80, 112 
Hill, Derek 111 
Hilligas, Lewis 25 

Hitchcock Nature Center Hawkwateh 23, 
115 

Hoff, Michelle 25 
Hoge, 

Glen 5,40,79, 111 
Wanda 5, 40, 79, 111 
Holstein, Neil 25 
Hughs, Robert 80 

Hughson, Helen K. 5, 25, 78, 79, 111, 

143 

Hummingbird, 

Black-chinned 120 
Broad-tailed 88, 120 
Calliope 51, 71, 88, 120 
Costa’s 70 

Ruby-throated 51, 66, 88, 120, 121, 
130 

Rufous 88, 110, 120-121 
species 51 

Huntley, C. W. (Bill) 25,40,79 
Huser, Bill 5, 25, 39, 65, 79, 111, 143 
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Ibis, 

Glossy 38, 45, 70, 71, 110, 115 
Glossy X White-faced 45 
White-faced 45, 82, 115 
Iliff, Marshall 111 
Inkley,D.B. 18 

Jacobsen, Tony 25 
Jaeger, 

Pomarine 110, 118 
species 86 
Jay, 

Blue 12, 21, 30-31, 53, 67, 89, 122, 
130, 142 

Pinyon 12, 53, 78, 90, 106, 122, 145 
Jensen, 

Rita 24 
Todd 25 

Jobman, Wallace G. 95-98 
Johnsgard, Paul A. 16-22, 25, 61-64, 
105, 128, 132-141 
Johnson, 

Allison 64, 65 
D. H. 97 

Jan 5,25,40,65,79, 111, 143 
K.A. 98 
Michelle 25 
Richard 25 

Jones, Stephen 41, 80, 112 
Jen-gensen, 

Jerry 40 

Joel G. 5, 40, 45, 73, 74, 79, 111, 147 
Junco, Dark-eyed 14, 17, 22, 32-33, 58, 
68, 93, 127 
Gray-headed 58 
OregtMi 14, 58 
Pink-sided 14, 58 
Slate-colored 14, 58 
White-winged 14, 58, 93, 147 
Jungbluth, Karl 79 

Kearns, Courtney 40 
Keck, Curtis 73 

Kenitz, Alice 5, 25, 39, 79, 111, 143 
Kestrel, American 9, 20, 28-29, 46, 65, 
83, 116, 129, 142 

Killdecr 10, 20, 28-29, 47, 66, 84, 117, 
129, 142 

Kim, Dan 25,79, 111, 128 
Kincaram, Raymond E. 25 
Kingbird, 

Cassia’s 52, 89, 121, 145 
Eastern 52, 67, 89, 122, 130, 142 
Western 52, 66, 89, 122 
Kingery, Jeff 40 


Kingfisher, Belted 11, 20, 30-31, 51, 66, 
88, 121, 130 
Kinglet, 

Golden-crowned 13, 18, 21, 30-31, 54, 
123 

Ruby-crowned 13, 21, 54, 67, 123, 

131 

Kite, 

Mississippi 45, 83, 115, 142 
White-tailed 71 

Kittiwake, Black-legged 10, 71, 119 
Klaphal^, 

Bette 25 

Clem 5, 24, 25, 40, 79, 111, 143 
Knot, Red 70 
Knott, Tim 25 
Koehlmoos, Lyla 24, 25 
Kondrashev, Peter 25 
Kovanda, 

Jim 25 
Sandy 25 
Kraege, D. 105 
Kranik,Ken 5, 111 
Kren, Josef 40, 64, 65 
Kruse, Ron 25 
Kuper, Catherine 25 
Kurth, Allen E. 39 
Kusek, Ray 25 

Labedz, Thomas 12, 24, 25, 112 
LaGrange, Ted 24 
Lamphere, Steve 24, 25 
Lark, Homed 12, 17, 18, 21, 30-31, 53, 
67, 90, 106, 122, 130, 142 
Lassek, Terry 25 
Lawson, Randy 25 
Leafloor. J, O. 105 
Lefko, Gary 40 
Lehman, Paul 41 
Lehner, Urban 25, 41 
Lesiak, Chuck 111 
Letter of Information 106 
Leukertng, Tony 12 
UVaIley,M. 98 
Liljefors, Bruno 134 
Lingle, 

G. VL 97,98 
tL 98 
Longspur, 

Chestnut-collared 58, 93, 110, 127 
Lapland 14, 17, 18, 22, 24, 32-33, 58, 
127 

McCown’s 58, 93, 127 
Smith’s 22, 127 
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Loon, 

Common 44, 81, 114 
Pacific 44, 81, 114 
Luehrs, Richard 112 
Lyman, Nick 111 

Magpie, Black-billed 12, 21, 30-31, 53, 
78, 90, 122 

Malick, Donald L. 139 
Mallard 7, 17, 19, 26-27, 42, 65, 80, 112, 
129, 142 

X with Gadwall 42 
Marcham, F. G. 138 
Martin, Purple 53, 90, 122 
Maislowski, Pete 25 
Mathieson, Marty 40, 111 
Mattix, Sue 25 
McCarhiey, Connie 25, 40 
McCarty, John P. 40 
McFadden, Erin 40 
McLaren, I. 105 
Meadowlark, 

Eastern 14, 59, 65, 68, 94, 127 
species 22, 32-33 
Western 14, 18, 59, 65, 68, 94, 127, 
131, 147 
Merganser, 

Common 8, 19, 26-27, 43, 113 
Hooded 8, 19, 26-27, 43, 81, 113 
Hooded X Red-breasted 43 
Red-breasfcd 8, 19, 26-27, 43, 113 
Merlin 9, 20, 28-29, 46, 65, 116 
Merlins, Clarence 143 
Meyer, Jim 25 
Miller, 

E.D. 98 
John 25 

Mockingbird, Northern 13, 21, 30-31, 

55, 91, 124, 142 
MoWhoK, 

Janece 24 

Wayne 6, 24, 41, 74, 80, 112, 142-147 
Morfeld, Tracy 41, 112 
Morris, Bill 25 
Moser, R, A. 105 
Mowbray, T.B, 105 
Mul liken, 

Elizabeth 24, 143 
Jerry 24, 143 
Munter, Emily 79, 143 
Murphy, John 5, 79 

Nagel, H. 98 

National Research Council 98 


Nebraska Breeding Bird Atlas Project II 
142 

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
47 

Nebraska Prairie Partners 84, 87 

Nebraska State Museum 128 

Negus, Lucas 143 

Nelson, H.K. 105 

Nenneman, Melvin 111 

Nichols, D. Jeff 79 

Nighthawk, Common 51, 66, 88, 120, 

130, 144 
Night-Heron, 

Black-crowned 45, 65, 82, 115, 142 
Yellow-crowned 45, 82, 115 
Niyo, Kay 25, 79, 111 
Noecker, 

Colleen 5, 24, 40, 73, 79, 143 
Don 5, 24, 40, 79 
Noteman, Rosalie 25 
NOU Records Committee 69-74, 110 
Nutcracker, Clark’s 12, 70, 90 
Nuthatch, 

Pygmy 12, 24, 30-31, 53, 90, 123, 142 
Red-breasted 12,21,30-31,53,90, 
122, 130 

White-breasted 4, 12, 21, 30-31, 53, 
67, 90, 123, 130, 142 

Ockander, Marli 24 
OlUnger, Linda 4, 40 
O'Neill, John 139 
Oriole, 

Baltimore 60, 65, 68, 95, 128, 131, 

142 

Baltimore x Bullock's 95 
Bullock's 60, 65, 95, 110, 128 
Orchard 60, 68, 95, 128, 147 
Scott’s 60 
OlT, 

M. 98 
Vicky 25 

Osgood, Wilfred 134-138, 140 
Osprey 17, 19, 45, 65, 83, 115, 129 
Ovenbird 56, 67, 92, 125 
Owl, 

Bam 11, 20, 50, 72, 87, 119, 144 
Barred 11, 20, 28-29, 38, 51, 66, 87, 
no, 119-120, 144 
Burrowing 51, 87, 119, 132, 142 
Eastern Screech- 11, 20, 28-29, 51, 66, 
87, 119 

Flammulated 38, 50-51 
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Owl, continued 

Great Homed ! 1, 20, 28-29, 51, 66, 87, 
119, 130, 142 

Long-eared 11, 17, 20, 28-29, 51, 72, 
87, 120 

Northern Saw-Whet II, 30-31, 120 
Short-eared 11, 17, 20, 30-31, 51, 87, 
120 

Snowy 11,28-29 
Padelford, 

Babs 5,24,25,40,73,79, 111 
Loren 5, 24, 25, 40, 73, 79, 111 
Parde, Michele 25 
Partridge, Gray 8, 43, 81, 113 
Pamla, Northern 55, 67, 91, 124 
Paseka, 

Don 5,24,25,40, 111, 143 
Janis 5, 24, 25, 40, 111, 143 
Pearce, J. M. 105 
Peck,R. M. 138 
Pekas, Jerry 25 

Pelican, American White 9, 26-27, 44, 65, 
82, 96, 114, 129 
Pester, Theresa 41, 80 
Peterson, Roger Tory 61-64, 132, 141 
Phalarope, 

Red 110, 118 
Red-necked 49, 118 
species 130 

Wilson's 49,66, 86, 110, 118 
albino 118 

Pheasant, Ring-necked 8, 19, 26-27, 43, 
65, 81, 106, 113, 129, 142 
Phoebe, 

Eastern 52, 66, 89, 121, 130, 142 
Say’s 52, 89, 121, 144-145 
Pierson, B. J. 105 

Pigeon, Rock 10, 17, 20, 22, 23, 28-29, 
50, 66, 119, 130, 142 
Pintail, Northern 7, 19, 23, 26-27, 42, 81, 
112, 129 
Pipit, 

American 38, 55, 67, 124 
Sprague’s 70, 124 
Plover, 

American Golden- 47, 84, 110, 117 
Black-bellied 47, 66, 84, 117 
Mountain 47, 84, 110, 117 
Piping 47, 66, 84, 110, 117, 142 
Semipalmated 47, 66, 84, 110, 117, 
129 

Snowy 47, 84, 117 
Poague, Kevin 40, 79, 111, 128 
Ponca State Park 64-68 


Poorwill, Common 51, 88, 120, 142 
Powers, Dave 40 

Prairie-Chicken, Greater 8, 26-27, 38, 43- 
44, 81, 113, 142 
Pritchard, 

Bud 128 
Mary Lou 128 
Probst, Jerry 79 
Pruess, Neva 41 
Pyper, Kathleen 25 

Rail, 

Black 84, 110, 116 
King 84 

Virginia 9, 28-29, 46, 84, 116 
Yellow 83-84 
Ramirez, Luis 25 

Randolph, Lanny 5, 24, 25, 40, 73, 79, 
111 
Rapp, 

J.L.C. 105 
W. F. 105 

Rasmussen, Dick 25 
RatzlafT, Neal 41, 80 
Raven, Common 110, 122 
Redhead 7, 19, 26-27, 42, 65, 81, 112, 
129 

Redpoll, Common 15, 17, 18, 22, 60 
Redstart, American 56, 67, 92, 125 
Reinken, Sandy 25 
Reitan, Ken 25 
Reyer, 

A1 25, 39, 79, 111, 143 
Cindy 25 

RicherLA. L. 97,98 
Richter, Jean 25 

Robin, American 13, 17, 21, 30-31, 55, 
67, 91, 124, 131, 142 
Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory 47 
Rogers, Tonunie 25, 112 
Roisen, Paul 5, 25, 41, 112 
Root, T, 18 

Rosy-Fittch, Gray-crowned 15, 60 
Ruff 71 

Rumery, Alice 79 
Rusch,D, H. 105 
Rustad, Carol 25 

Sanderling 48, 66, 85, 117, 129 
Sandpiper, 

Baird's 49, 66, 85, 118, 129 
Buff-breasted 49, 85, 118 
Least 20, 48, 66, 85, 117, 129 
Pectoral 20, 49, 66, 85, 118, 130 
Semipalmated 48, 66, 85, 117, 129 
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Sandpiper, continued 
Solitary 48, 85, 117, 129 
Spotted 20, 48, 66, 85, 117, 129 
Stilt 49, 66, 85, 118, 130 
Upland 48, 85, 117, 142 
Western 48,85, 117 
White-rumped 49, 66, 85, 110, 118 
Sapsucker, 

Red-naped 121 

Yellow-bellied 11, 20, 30-31, 52, 121 
Scaup, 

Greater 7,26-27,42, 113 
Usser 8, 17, 19, 26-27, 42, 65, 81, 113 
Schatz, Mary 41 
Scheible, Bill 111 
Schmid, Rick 12, 25, 41, 80, 112 
Schmitt, Steve 25 
Schoen, Bonnie 25 
Scholar, Eric 25 
Schuette, Scott 112 
Schwartz, Shari 80 
Scoter, 

Black 113 
Surf 113 

White-winged 110, 113 
Sedinger, J. S. 105 
Sharpe, Roger 147 
Sherman, Tyler 25 
Shields, G.F. 105 

Shoveler, Northern 7, 17, 19, 26-27, 42, 
65,81, 112, 129 
Showen, Don 111 
Shrike, 

Loggerhead 11,21,30-31,52,67,89, 
122, 145 

Northern 11, 20, 30-31, 52, 122 
Sidle, John G. 95-98 
Siegfried, Ruben 6, 25, 41, 112 
Sian, Helen 25 
Sifferling, Duane 5 

Silcock, W. Ross 4, 6. 25, 41, 65, 73, 78, 
80, 99-105, no, 112, 147 
Simpson, Rachel 25 
Siskin, Pine 15, 22, 32-33, 60, 95, 128, 
142 

Sitta carolimnsis 
cookei 12 
nelsoni 12 

Skaggs, Kent 5,40,79, 111 
Skimmer, Black 72 
Smith, 

David 25 
Patricia 25 

Snipe, Wilson’s 10, 20, 28-29, 49, 86, 

118, 130 


Snyder, Larry 111 

Solitaire, Townsend’s 13, 17, 21, 24, 30- 
31, 54, 123 
Sonderman, 

Carolyn 40, 111 
Connor 40 
Sora 46, 65, 84, 116 
Sparrow, 

American Tree 14, 21, 32-33, 57, 126 
Brewer’s 57, 93, 110, 126, 146 
Cassin’s 92, 126, 142 
Chipping 21, 57, 68, 92, 126, 131, 

142 

Clay-colored 57, 68, 126 
Field 21, 57, 68, 93, 126, 131, 146 
Fox 14, 21, 32-33, 58, 126 
Grasshopper 58, 68, 93, 94, 126, 131 
Harris's 14, 22, 24, 32-33, 58, 68, 93, 
127 

Henslow's 58, 78, 90, 93, 94, 126, 146 
House 15, 17, 18, 22, 32-33, 60, 68, 

95, 105, 128, 131, 142 
Lark 57, 68, 126, 142 
Le Conte's 58, 126 

Lincoln's 4, 14, 21, 32-33, 58, 68, 126, 
131 

Nelson’s Sharp-tailed 58, 126 
Savannah 21, 58, 68, 93, 126 
Song 14, 21, 32-33, 58, 68, 93, 126, 
131 

Swamp 14, 17, 22, 58, 93, 126, 146 
Vesper 57, 68, 93, 126, 142 
White-crowned 14, 22, 24, 32-33, 58, 
68, 127 

White-throated 14, 22, 32-33, 58, 68, 
127, 131 

Spilman, Carolyn 40 
S|ning Creek Prairie 128 
Stage, Dave 40, 111, 143 
Stansbeny, Brooke 25 
Starling, European 13, 17, 21, 32-33, 55, 
67,91, 124, 131, 146 
Stehn,Tom 41, 112 
Steinbeck, Mary 24 
Sterkel, Audrey 39, 79 
Stewart, Pat 143 

Stilt, Black-necked 48, 84, 110, 117 

Stoiber, Greg 25 

Stork, Wood 82-83, 110, 115 

Strom, K. i. 98 

Stromer, Michael 41 

Strong, Jon 5,40, 79, 111 

Stuart, D, 98 

Sutton, George Miksch 132, 135, 137, 
139, 140, 141 
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Swallow, 

Bank 53, 67, 90, 122, 130, 145 
Bam 53, 67, 90, 122, 130, 142 
Cliff 53, 67, 90, 122, 130, 142 
Northern Rough-winged 53, 67, 90, 
122, 145 

Tree 53, 67, 90, 122, 130, 145 
Violet-green 53, 90, 122 
Swan, 

Trumpeter 7, 26-27, 42, 80, 112, 143 
Tundra 7, 112 
Swanson, Phil 6, 41 
Swenk, Myron H. 102-105, 106 
Swift, 

Chimney 51, 66, 88, 120, 130 
White-throated 51, 88, 120 

Talbot, S.L. 105 
Tanager, 

Scarlet 57, 68, 92, 126 
Summer 38, 57, 68, 92, 126 
Western 57, 78, 92, 126, 142 
Taylor, Scott 41 
Te^, 

Blue-winged 4, 7, 17, 19, 26-27, 38, 
42, 65,80, 112, 129 
Cinnamon 42, 80, 112 
Green-winged 7, 19, 26-27, 42, 65, 81, 
112, 129 

Tern, 

Arctic 87, 110, 119 
Black 50, 66, 86, 119, 130, 144, 147 
Caspian 50, 86, 119 
Common 50, 86, 119, 130 
Forster’s 50, 66, 87, 119, 130, 144 
Least 50,66,86, 119 
Thaden, Emily 25 
Thayer, Abbott H, 133-135 
Theiman, 

Ramona 24 
Ted 24 

Thody, Chris 5 
Thrasher, 

Brown 13, 17, 21, 55, 67, 91, 110, 124, 
131, 142 

Curve-billed 4, 13, 91, 110, 124 
Sage 91, 124, 145 
Throop, Vem 25 
Thmsh, 

Gray-cheeked 55, 124 
Hermit 13, 21, 24, 30-31, 55, 91, 124 
Swainson's 38, 55, 67, 91, 124 
Varied 4, 13, 24, 30-31, 72, 124 
Wood 55, 67, 91, 124, 145 
Timm, Paul 25 


Titmouse, Tufted 12,21,30-31,53,90, 
122, 142 

Toll, Jerry 5,24,25,40,73, 111 

Tout, Wilson 106 

Towhee, 

Eastern 14, 32-33, 57, 65, 68, 92, 126, 
131, 146 
Green-tailed 57 
species 21 

Spotted 13, 32-33, 57, 65, 68, 92, 126, 
131, 142 

Tringa species 38 
Trost, R. E. 105 

Turkey, Wild 8, 17, 18, 19, 23, 26-27, 44, 
65, 81, 114, 129, 143 
Turnstone, Ruddy 48, 117, 129 

U. S, Fish and Wildlife Service 97 
Urwiller, 

Mark 25, 73, 111 
Zach 25 

Usasz, Moni 80, 111 
Uttecht, Jan 25, 40 

VanDerwalker, J. G. 98 
Vannier, 

Joyce 25 
Lyle 25 

Van Sickle, Steve 6 
Van Wagner, C. E. 105 
Veery 54, 67, 124 

Vermivora ruficapilla ridgwayi 124 

Vifquin, Jeff 

Vireo, 

Bell's 52, 67, 89, 122, 142 
Blue-headed 53, 67, 122 
Cassin’s 70, 122 
Philadelphia 53, 110, 122, 130 
Plumbeous 53, 89, 122, 145 
Red-eyed 53, 67, 78, 89, 122, 130, 142 
Warbling 53, 67, 89, 122, 142 
White-eyed 110, 122 
Yellow-throated 53, 67, 89, 122 
Volden,Eric 5,25,40 
Von Ehwegen, Jerry 25 
Vulture, Turkey 4,9, 45, 65, 83, 115, 

129, 143 

Walgren, 

Bruce 5,25 
Donna 5, 25 

Walker, T. J. 6, 12, 41, 73, 80, 112, 143 
Warbler, 

Bay-breasted 56, 67, 125 
Black-and-white 56, 67, 92, 125, 146 
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Warbler, continued 
Blackburnian 56, 67, 125 
Blackpoll 56, 67 
Black-throated Blue 125 
Black-throated Green 56, 110, 125 
Canada 57, 110, 126 
Cape May 55, 110, 125, 126 
Cerulean 56, 92 

Chestnut-sided 55, 67, 110, 124 
Golden-winged 55, 124 
Hooded 57 
Kentucky 56, 92, 125 
MacGillivray’s 57, 125 
Magnolia 55, 125 
Mourning 57, 125 
Nashville 55, 67, 124, 131 
Orange-crowned 21, 55, 67, 124 
Palm 56, 67, 125 
Pine 125 

Prothonotary 38, 56, 92 
Tennessee 55, 67, 124, 131 
Townsend's 125 
Wilson's 57, 68, 92, 125, 131 
Yellow 55, 67, 78, 91, 110, 124, 142 
Yellow-rumped 13, 17, 18, 21, 32-33, 
55, 56, 67, 91, 125, 131, 142 
Audubon’s 55, 142 
Myrtle 13, 56 

Yellow-throated 38, 56, 91, 125 
Waterthmsh, 

Louisiana 38, 56, 92, 125 
Northern 56, 68, 125 
Watson, Jack 25 
Waxwing, 

Bohemian 18, 21, 24, 124 
Cedar 13, 18, 21, 32-33, 55, 67, 91, 
124 

Welsh, Cory 40,79 
Wessel, Scott 112 
West Nile Virus 12 
Wheeler, Elsie 24 
Whimbrel 48 

Whip-poor-will 51, 66, 88, 120 

Whistling-Duck, Black-bellied 80 

Whitfaan, Emily 40 

Whooping Crane Trust 128 

Widhalm, Michele 25 

Wiebe, Eric 25 

Wigeon, 

American 7, 19, 26-27, 42, 80, 112 
Eurasian 38, 42 
Wilburn, K. 98 
Wild, Cole 111 
Willet 48, 66, 85, no, 117 


Willet, 

Lin 111 
Steve 111 
Williams, 

Larry 73 
Patricia 25 
Wilson, 

A.C. 105 
Gabc 5 

Wilson Ornithological Club 106 

Wingfield, G. A. 98 

Witter, Chuck 25 

Wolff, Duane 5, 24, 25, 111 

Wood, Gertrude 25 

Woodcock, American 49, 86, 118 

Woodpecker, 

Downy 11, 20, 23, 30-31, 52, 66, 88, 
121, 130, 142 

Hairy 11,20,23,30-31,52,66,88, 
121, 130, 142 
Lewis's 88 

Pileated 11,23,30-31,52,70,71,88, 
121 

Red-bellied 11, 20, 23, 30-31, 52, 66, 
88, 121, 130, 142 

Red-headed 11, 20, 30-31, 52, 66, 88, 
121, 130, 142 
Wood-Pewee, 

Eastern 52, 66, 88-89, 121 
Western 52, 88, 121, 144 
Woolery, Nathan 41 
Wren, 

Carolina 12, 21, 30-31, 38, 54, 90, 
123, 130, 142 

House 54, 67, 90, 123, 131, 142 
Marsh 13, 17, 21, 23, 30-31, 54, 91, 
123, 145 

Rock 38, 54, 90, 110, 123 
Sedge 54, 67, 78, 90-91, 93, 123 
Winter 12, 21, 23, 30-31, 54, 123 
Wri^t, Rick 41, 80 
Wylie, Bonnie 25 

Yellowlegs, 

Greater 48,85, 117 
Lesser 48,66, 85, 117, 129 
Yellowthroat, Common 57, 68, 92, 125, 
131, 142 
YkChunhui 25 
Young, Betty 25 

Zahurones, Penny 25 
Ziewitz, J. W. 98 
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